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Summer Bird Observations at

Lake of the Woods

By Gustav Swanson and Kenneth Carlander

THERE are many reasons why Lake
of the Woods is an exceptionally in-
teresting area, and why it attracts thous-
ands of visitors each year. The sportsman
finds it a fertile fishing ground, particu-
larly noted for its muskellunge. The stu-
dent of Minnesota history is interested in
its connection with the early fur trade,
for as early as 1732 La Verendrye had
established a fort and post on its shores.
The naturalist finds it one of the best
regions in the state, presenting opportuni-
ties to observe many birds and ‘mammals
rare or lacking elsewhere. It is especially
well known for its big game. It is hete
that moose survive in fairly Jarge numbers,
that the last pitiful remnant of woodland
caribou is found, and that elk have been
established again as a member of our big
game list. The list which accompanies this
paper will present a picture of the bird-life
to be found chiefly in the summer months.
Mr. P. O. Fryklund of Roseau has for
many years been a student of the natural
history of the territory, and has been
responsible for many of the rarer finds
in the Lake of the Woods area. More
recently Mr. Jack Manweiler has been
stationed at Baudette, and has contributed
much to our knowledge of the natural
history of the vicinity. This list, however,
includes only species seen by the authors.
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The lake, and its surrounding area, is
probably of greatest interest to the indi-
vidual who sees and appreciates nature in
all of its various phases. Fourteen thousand
islands or more have been counted in
Lake of the Woods, and the majority
of them are covered with virgin forest,
because they were too inaccessible to inter-
est the lumberman. The boat-trip which
may be taken from Warroad to Kenora,
Ontario, passes among hundreds of these
islands and serves well to give one a bird’s
eye view of the lake.

The obsetvations in this paper cover
only a few months, and so are by no
means complete, even as a summer list,
but they may serve to interest other Min-
nesotans sufficiently in the area to stim-
u'ate further study of the bird-life of
Lake of the Woods. In 1932 one of us
(GS) spent the period July 20 to August
30 in the Lake of the Woods area, study-
iny the natural history and making a
collection of the small mammals for the
University of Minnesota Museum of
Natural History. Two weeks of this
period were spent in the vicinity of Wil-
liams, a few miles directly south of the
lake, and observations made there are
included in the paper. Most of the time
was spent, however, on the lake itself,
either on the south shore or on the North-



west Angle. In 1938 Swanson was again
in the area, this time for over three weeks
in July. In 1939 Carlander, together
with his wife and Mr. Jesse Douglas,
were in the area for nearly three months
in July, August, and September, studying
the commercial fisheries of the lake for
the State Conservation Department. On
a number of occasions between 1932 and
1939 Swanson has made brief visits to the
region, and some of the notes from these
visits are also included. On almost every
visit both authors have received invaluable
assistance and suggestions from many
members of the State Division of Game
and Fish, particularly Wardens Ed Pohrte,
Conrad Olson, Edward Carlson, and
Fred Petroske, to whom thanks are due.
Swanson is also greatly indebted to Mr.
P. O. Fryklund and Mr. Jack Manweiler,
for much assistance and many favors.
The following list contains 158 species,
all but 3 of which were seen in summer.
Loon. Not common, but seen a number
of times each summer.

Holboell’s Grebe. Most common in North-
west Angle Inlet but seen in a number
of other places on the iake in 1938
and 1939.

Horned Grebe. A few seen in Four Mile
Bay and in Angle Inlet in 1938 and
1939.

Pied-billed Grebe. Common in all suitable
parts of the lake. On August 28, 1932
at American Point on the Northwest
Angle, an exceptionally late brood of
young was discovered. They appeared
to be about 4 days old on that date.

White Pelican. The fishermen reported
that in 1937 pelicans were first seen
on the lake, and in 1938 GS saw a
few of them in July, and found evi-
dence of an unsuccessful nesting on an
island on the Canadian side of the lake.

Double-crested Cormorant. Common in all
parts of the lake. Called “crow ducks”
and despised by the commercial fisher-
men because they enter the pound nets
and destroy many fish. Many also enter
the hoop nets, in which they drown
since the trap is entirely below the

water’s surface. The pound net damage
by cormorants could be easily and in-
expensively controlled by covering the
“crib” or “pound” with netting to pre-
vent the birds from entering. Small
nesting colonies of cormorants are scat-
tered in a number of places in the lake.
The best known ones are Gull Rock
(Cormorant Rock) near the south shore,
Crow Duck Island near the north edge
of the Minnesota waters, and Dream
Island in Canadian waters.

Great Blue Heron. Common, espzcially in
the vicinity of pound nets, where it,
too, does much of its fishing. No nest-
ing colonies discovered.

American Bittern. Common in the marshes
adjoining the lake. On August 1, 1932
a nest with 3 young was reported on

Flag Island.

Green Heron. A pair seen a number of
times in a swamp near Morris Point in
1939 (KC).

Mallard. Common nesting duck. Charles
Fernstrom found a nest, containing
eggs, 7 feet above the ground in an
old crow’s nest early in June, 1932.

Gadwall. Four seen July 21, 1932 and a
small flock noted August 19, 1939,
both times in Four Mile Bay.

Baldpate. A few seen in 1939 (KC).

Blue-winged Teal. Quite common as a
nesting species, particularly at the
mouths of the rivers flowing into the
lake. Twelve young in Bostig Bay July
14, 1939 and 4 young in the Rainy
River July 13, 1930.

Shoveler. A pair seen in Four Mile Bay
August 18, 1939 (KC).

Lesser Scaup. Seen throughout the sum-
mers of 1938 and 1939 in the Four
Mile Bay area.

Goldeneye. Common
throughout the lake.

White-winged Scoter. A number seen
(KC) after August 25, 1939.

Hooded Merganser. A brood of young
July 20, 1932 on the sou‘h shore (GS).

American Merganser. A common nesting
species seen often among the rocky
islands. July 23, 1932 a group of 26
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young, % grown, was seen near Long
Point, and August 23, 1932 a group of
21 young was seen at the Northwest
Angle. In each case two or more broods
must have joined (GS).

Red-breasted Merganser. A flock of about
40 seen by Carlander August 24, 1939
near Oak Island.

Turkey Vulture. Fairly common each
summet.

Sharp-shinned Hawk. Seen but once,
August 23, 1932 near American Point,
NW Angle (GS).

Red-tailed Hawk. Quite common south
of the lake.

Broad-winged Hawk. Seen once at the
NW Angle (August 19, 1932, GS)
and a nest with 3 young discovered
July 29, 1932 near Williams (GS).

Golden Eagle. Three seen by Swanson
and W. J. Breckenridge in November
1935 near upper Red Lake.

Marsh Hawk. Common in summer.

Osprey. Common among the islands, less
so on the south shore. In 1932 3 nests
were found, all occupied by young.
One was near Williams, one on Brush
Island, and one in Ontario just across
the bay from the NW Angle (GS).

Duck Hawk. One seen on south shore
August 18, 1939 (KC).

Pigeon Hawk. One seen near Wheeler’s
Point July 18, 1939 (KC).

Sparrow Hawk. Quite common.

Canada Spruce Grouse. Seen occasionally
in the Northwest Angle.

Ruffed Grouse. Common resident.

Sharp-tailed Grouse. Common both south
of the lake and in the cut-over and
burned-over areas of the NW Angle.

Hungarian Partridge. Pohrte stated that a
number were planted before 1932 near
Long Point on the south shore, but they
apparently did not survive.

Ring-necked Pheasant. Several seen near
Baudette. Not thriving, but have main-
tained themselves in, very small numbers
for some time. Ill-suited to this area,
however.

Sora Rail. One seen near Four Mile Bay
July 18, 1939 (KC).
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Coot. Quite common.

Piping Plover. Common nester on Pine
and Curry Islands. Sometimes seen
along the south shore, but apparently
not nesting there. On July 20, 1932
several broods of small young were
seen, some empty nests, and on July
21 a nest with two eggs, one of which
hatched by the next day. On July s,
1938 15 nests were found on these two
islands, all containing eggs (GS).

Semipalmated Plover. Migrant. One seen
July 21, 1932 (GS).

Kil'deer. Common summer resident.

Black-bellied Plover. One seen on Pine
Island August 20, 1939 (KC).

Wilson Snipe. One near Long Point July
23, 1932 (GS).

Spotted Sandpiper. Common.

Solitary Sandpipzr. One at Williams Aug.
3, 1932 (GS), and one near Morris
Point Aug. 19, 1939 (KC).

Greater Yellowlegs. A few in Bostig Bay
Aug. 19, 1939 (KC).

Lesser Yellowlegs. Quite common, non-
breeders being seen throughout the
summer.

Pectoral Sandpiper. ‘Also common as a
non-breeder in 'summer, more so as a
migrant. Pine and Curry Islands are
among the best spots for shore-birds
in the area.

White-rumped Sandpiper. One on Pine
Island July 21, 1932 (GS).

Baird’s Sandpiper. Twelve seen on Pine
Island July 21, 1932 and a few August
20, 1939.

Least Sandpiper. A few loafers in July;
more common in August.

Semipalmated Sandpiper. July 20-22,
1932 there were hundreds on Pine and
Curry Islands. Also secen 1938 and
1939.

Wilson Phalarope. A few near Big Island
August 23, 1939 (KC).

Herring Gull. Common. Nests on many
islands in the lake.

Ring-billed Gull. A few stray non-breeders
mingle with the herring gulls.

Bonaparte’s Gull. Ten seen July 20,
1932 near Curry Island, 40 on July 23
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near Long Point, and several Aug. 13,
1932, between Kenora and American
Point. No evidence of breeding. Un-
observed in other years (GS).

Common Tern. Very common, nesting on
a number of the islands, particularly
Pine and Curry.

Caspian Tern. On July 20, 1932 a group
of 5 was seen on the south shore, and
July 23 in the same vicinity 15 were
seen (GS). One seen Aug. 22, 1939
near Bostig Bay. No evidence of nest-
ing was found, but possibly some of
the islands on the Canadian side have
nesting colonies as many of them have
not been explored sufficiently.

Black Tern. Common, especially in Four
Mile Bay and the mouth of the Rainy

River.
Mourning Dove. Common south of the

lake.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo. One seen near
Wheeler’s Point July 18, 1939 (KC).

Black-billed Cuckoo. Fairly common near
Wheeler’s Point in 1939 (KC).

Great Horned Owl. Common between
Lake of the Woods and Red Lake.

Hawk Owl. Erratic in its appearance.
Very common the winter of 1935-36.
Several seen south of lake in October,
1935 (GS).

Barred Owl. One seen near Baudette July
19, 1939 (KC).

Great Gray Owl. Seen a number of times
in August, 1939 by Manweiler, and
two seen Aug. 22, 1930 a few miles
southwest of Baudette (GS).

Wkhip-poor-will. One near Williams July
28, 1932 and one at Penasse Aug. 27,
1939.

Nighthawk. Common summer resident
and migrant.

Chimney Swift. Common.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Faitly com-
mon in 1939 (KC).

Belted Kingfisher. Common.

Flicker. Common.

Pileated Woodpecker. Quite common,
known locally as the “Woodcock.”

Red h=aded Woodpecker. Common south
of lake.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Common every-
where.

Hairy Woodpecker. Common.

Downy Woodpecker. Common.

Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. Common
in the NW Angle in August, 1932
(GS).

American Three-toed Woodpecker. Com-
mon in the NW Angle in August,
1932 (GS).

Kingbird. Common. Nest and eggs July
15, 1939, Rainy River.

Crested Flycatcher. Common
resident.

Phoebe. Common. Especially fond of nest-
ing under the eaves of abandoned cabins
in the woods. Nest, 5 eggs, Wheeler’s
Point, July 16, 1939.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. Not rare in
1939 (KC).

Alder Flycatcher. Common.

Least Flycatcher. Common.

Wood Pewee. Seen in 1932 both on the
south shore and in the NW Angle.
Olive-sided Flycatcher. Not common.

Seen at Williams July 25, 1932 (GS).

Horned Lark. Common along roads
south of the lake, especially during
migrations.

Tree Swallow. Common.

Bank Swallow. Common.

Rough-winged Swallow. Fairly common,
1939 (KC).

Barn Swallow. Common.

Purple Martin. Common. On Flag Island
several houses were all occupied in 1938.

Canada Jay. Most common in the N'W
Angle.

Blue Jay. Found everywhere.

Crow. Abundant everywhere.

Black-cappad Chickadee. Common.

Hudsonian Chickadee. Seen commonly
in the NW Angle in 1932 (GS).

White-breasted Nuthatch. Common.

Red-breasted Nuthatch. Abundant in the
NW Angle in 1932 (GS).

Brown Creeper. Seen only in the NW
Angle, 1932 (GS).

House Wren. Common.

Winter Wren. Heard in full song Aug.
19 and 21, 1932 in the N'W Angle.
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One seen on Oak Island July 20, 1939.
Catbird. Common south of the lake.
Brown Thrasher. Common.

Robin. Common.

Hermit Thrush. Fairly common. A nest
with two half-grown young found Aug.
1, 1932 at Williams (GS).

Olive-backed Thrush. Quite common.

Gray-cheeked Thrush. A specimen taken
in a mouse trap Aug. 17, 1932 at
American Point. Fairly commonly ob-
served.

Willow Thrush (Veery). Faitly common.

Blue bird. Common.

Golden-crowned Kinglet. Quite common
in spruce bogs.

Cedar Waxing. One of the commonest
birds.

Migrant Shrike. Seen quite regularly
south of the lake.

Starling. Several seen in 1938 in the N'W
Angle, late July. Commonly observed
south of the lake in 1939.

Yellow-throated Vireo. One, July 18,
1939 near Wheeler’s Point (KC).

Red-eyed Vireo. Common.

Warbling Vireo. Fairly common in 1939
(KC).

Black and White Warbler. Commonest in
the NW Angle. A warbler migration
was apparently taking place in this
area Aug. 19 to 23, 1932, for many
of the warblers not seen at other times
were noted during this period.

Yellow Warbler. Common (KC) 1930.

Orange-crowned Warbler. Common after
fall. migration had begun Aug. 23,
1932 (GS).

Nashville Warbler. Same as last species.

Cape May Warbler. Appeared on our bird
lists only in .August, 1932, from the
23td on.

Mpyrtle Warbler. Common summer resi-
dent and migrant.

Blackpoll Warbler. Seen in the NW
Angle commonly after Aug. 23, 1932
(GS).

Pine Warbler. Young out of nest July
24, 1939, being fed by adults, near
Wheeler’s Point (KC).

Palm Warbler. Observed only in the late
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August migration wave 1n 1932 (GS).
Ovenbird. Common summer resident.
Grinnell’s Waterthrush. Aug. 23, 1932 in

the NW Angle. (GS).

Northern Yellowthroat. Common.

Wilson’s Warbler. Seen only in the late
August migration, 1932, in the NW
Angle.

Redstart. Common.

English Sparrow. Common.

Bobolink. A few near Wheeler’s Point,

1939 (KC).

Eastern Meadowlark. One identified as
this species July 7, 1939 near Baudette

(Carlander).

Western Meadowlark. Common.

Yellow-headed Blackbird. Common. Nest-
ing on Curry Island.

Red-winged Blackbird. Common.

Baltimore Oriole. Common.

Rusty Blackbird. Common after migration
began in fall.

Brewer’s Blackbird. Common nester.

Bronzed Grackle. Common.

Cowbird. Common.

Scatlet Tanager. Seen only July 17, near
Baudette, in 1939 (KC).

Dickcissel. Fairly common near Baudette
in 1939 (KC).

Purple Finch. Quite common in summer.

Goldfinch. Common.

Redpoll. Very common in November
1935 and March 1936 north of Red
Lake.

Savannah Sparrow. Common.
Grasshopper Sparrow. One, July 7, 1939
near Baudette (KC).

Vesper Sparrow. Common in 1939 (KC).

Slate-colored Junco. Common.

Chipping Sparrow. Common.

Clay-colored Sparrow. Common, in 1932
(GS).

White-throated Sparrow. Common.

Swamp Sparrow. Quite common.

Song Sparrow. Common.

Lapland Longspur. Large numbers seen
in October, 1935, near Baudette.

Snow Bunting. Many together with the
last species. Division Economic Zoology,
University of Minnesota.



Highway Destruction of Vertebrates
By G. N. Rysgaard

HE FACT that automobiles travel-

ing upon our modern highways at
high speed annually take a large toll of
wildlife is well-known to many. However,
few realize the full significance of this
decimating factor.

To satisfy myself as to the actual loss
of wildlife thus incurred, I selected an
area typical of the roadside country bot-
dering Highway 61 between St. Paul and
the southern edge of the coniferous woods
in northern Pine County.

On June 19, 1939, after a night of
severe rain, I walked three miles along
the highway northward from North
Branch, Minnesota. Each vertebrate found
dead on one-half of the pavement and
its adjacent shoulder over this three mile
course was tabulated. No domestic animals
were included in the survey.

The following tabulation summarizes
the data collected:

Amphibians
Leopard Frog, Rana pipiens 109
Green Frog, Rana clamitans 2
Common Toad, Bufo americana . 16
Unidentified amphibians 3

Total amphibian kill
Reptiles

Snapping turtle, Chelydra serpentina 4

Painted Turtle, Chrysemys picta bellii 2

—_—

Total reptile kill - . 6
Birds

Eastern Robin, Turdus migratorius_.. 2
English Sparrow, Passer domesticus ... 1
Baltimore Oriole, Icterus galbula ... 2
Eastern Meadowlark,

Sturnella m. magna I
Eastern Yellow Warbler,

Dendoica a. aestiva 1
Red-headed Woodpecker,

Melanerpes erytbrocephalus .. 1
Red-winged Blackbird,

Agelaius phoeniceus arctolegus . 1

Unidentified birds
6

Total bird kill . 10
Mammals
Striped Ground Squirrel,
Citellus ¢. tridecemlieneatus__.._ 1
Meadow Mouse,
Microtus pennsylvanicus ... 1
Deer Mouse, Peromyscus
leucopus noveboracensis ... 1
Cottontail Rabbit,
Sylvilagus floridanus mearnsii _. 1
Woodchuck, Marmota monax . 2
Unidentified mammals I

Total mammal kill

In all, 153 vertebrate forms were found
dead on one half of the roadway. There
is little reason to suppose that fewer dead
were to be found along the opposite side
of the highway. Presuming such to be
true, the total for the three mile course
would be 306, or an average of 102 per
mile of highway. Amphibians were rep-
resented by 85%, birds by 6.5%,
mammals by 4.5 %, and reptiles by 3.9%.
The high percentage of amphibians was
induced by the high humidity at which
time the amphibians are most active in
their night wanderings from the lowlands.

The majority of the animals counted
were forms killed within the last 24 hours,
and it is doubtful whether any of them
were killed more than 48 hours previously,
for in that length of time they become
unrecognizable on much-traveled high-
ways.

To consider 100 vertebrates killed per
mile of highway within a 48 hour period
between St. Paul and the southern edge
of the coniferous belt along highway 61,
one would have a death of some 10,000
vertebrates during this two-day period.

I hope to re-check this area again at
other seasons and under different weather
conditions to gain a more thorough
knowledge of the year around -effect.
W. K. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary, Augusta,
Michigan.
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Winter Bird Census, 1939

By H. J. Paul

HE summary of the several bird
censuses made by members of the
Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union, which
follows, was compiled from 6 separate
reports covering 8 localities.
STEWARTVILLE. Minnesota Bird
Club members made 2 field trips on De-
cember 23. One of these was to Stewart-
ville in Olmstead County. Here a party
consisting of Dr. Alden Risser, Mr.
Arnold Erickson, Mr. George Rysgaard,
Mr. James Struthers, Mr. Dana Struthers,
and Mr. Horace Paul, made an all day
survey of the Root and Bear river valleys
east of Stewartville on a clear windy day
with the thermometer hovering around
20°F. and 6 inches of snow underfoot.

The following birds were seen in and
near the river valleys between 8 a.m. and
3 p.m.: 5 red-tailed hawks, 2 ring-necked
pheasants, 1 mourning dove, 1 great
korned owl, 2 belted kingfishers, 3 pile-
ated woodpeckers, 4 red-bellied wood-
peckers, 6 hairy woodpeckers, 8 downy
woodpeckers, 28 blue jays, 60 crows, 24
black-capped chickadees, 19 white-breasted
nuthatches, 1 robin, 4 golden-crowned
kinglets, 75 starlings, 2 western meadow-
larks, 12 cardinals, 6 redpolls, 28 gold-
finches, 160 slate-colored juncoes, 42 tree
sparrows, and one song sparrow. All in
all, 23 species totaling 494 individuals
were observed.

MINNEAPOLIS. The second census
made by Minnesota Bird Club members
was conducted along the Minnesota River
bottoms west of Ft. Snelling by a group
that included Mr. Ross Hanson, Mr.
Oscar Owre, Jr., and Mr. William Cum-
mings. Their check list showed interesting
variations from the one made 100 miles
farther south at Stewartville on the same
day. The sky was clear and the tempera-
ture around 10°F. The species observed
were the following: 200 mallards, 1
canvas-back, 3 lesser scaup, 1 sparrow

MAY, 1940

hawk, 25 pheasants, 1 coot, 2 downy
woodpeckers, 1 blue jay, 2 crows, 2 black-
capped chickadees, 2 cardinals, 5 slate-
colored juncoes, 1 tree sparrow. A total
of 13 species and 246 individuals were
observed.

FRIDLEY. The third census to be re-
ported came from the Minneapolis Bird
Club. The census was taken in the region
of Fridley, Minnesota, along the Missis-
sippi river on December 30, with the fol-
lowing members participating: Mr. Don-
ald Wyatt, Miss Eleanor Wyatt, Mr.
Luther Gilbert, Mr. Brad Gilbert, Mr.
Howard Wilson, Mr. Roger Iverson, Miss
Helen Towle, Miss Dorothy Loftus, Mr.
and Mrs. Smyth, Miss Alice Wilson, and
Mr. Milton Thompson. The weather
was clear; the temperature stood at 10°F.;
and a strong wind blew from the north.

The following birds were seen along
the river and in the woods back from the
river: 2 lesser scaup, 70 American golden-
eyes, 1 ruffed grouse, 16 ring-necked
pheasants, 1 pileated woodpecker, 5 hairy
woodpeckers, 1 downy woodpecker, 3 blue
jays, 10 crows, 2 white-breasted nuthatches,
7 starlings, 1 redpoll, 30 goldfinches, 11
slate-colored juncoes, and 1 tree sparrow.
A total of 15 species and 161 individ-
uals were seen.

SPRING VALLEY. Miss Fern Zim-
merman, of the Duluth Bird Club, re-
ported the results of an afternoon field
trip taken on December 24, near Spring
Valley in Fillmore county. The day was
clear and windy and the temperature just
below freezing. She observed 2 pileated
woodpeckers, 1 hairy woodpecker, 1 downy
woodpecker, 2 blue jays, 2 crows, 6
nuthatches, many black-capped chick-
adees, 1 cardinal, and 1 tree sparrow. Ten
species, represented by more than 17 indi-
viduals were observed.

ST. CLOUD. The T. S. Roberts
Ornithological Club of St. Cloud, be-
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cause of conflicting dates, was unable
to make its usual all day field trip for
the purpose of taking a census of winter
birds. However, interesting observations
were, made on two shorter trips, and the
‘data are presented here.

The first trip, taken on December 14,
on a warm clear day with the temperature
at 50°F., covered the St. Cloud Teachers
College Islands in the Mississippi river.
The list obtained consisted of the fol-
lowing species: ring-billed gull, hairy
woodpecker, downy woodpecker, black-
capped chickadee, white-breasted nuthatch,
brown creeper, golden-crowned kinglet,
redpoll, slate-colored junco, and tree spat-
row.

The second trip was taken on Decem-
ber 20, at a tamarack swamp about 10
miles east of St. Cloud on a cloudy day
with the temperature at o°F. and 6
inches of snow on the ground. The fol-
lowing birds were observed: hairy wood-
pecker, downy woodpecker, arctic three-
tozd woodpecker, blue jay, crow, black-
capped chickadee, slate-colored junco,
and snow bunting.

DULUTH AND NORTH SHORE.
Three separate reports of cencuses for the
Duluth area were submitted by members
of the Duluth Bitd Club.

On the morning of December 23, with
the temperature at 30°F., Mrs. Walter C.
Olin studied an area along the shore of
Lakz Superior near the mouth of the
Lester River, and later, Lester Park back
-of the lake. She observed the following
birds: 40 American golden-eyes, 18 her-
"ring gulls, 2 hairy woodpeckers, 3 downy
woodpeckers, 2 Canada jays, 1 blue jay,
2 ‘black-capped chickadees, 1 red-breasted
nuthatch, and 8 evening grosbeaks. All in

all, g species and 8o individuals were seen.

The second Duluth census was made
by Dr. Olga Lakela on December 23, 24,
and 25, along the north shore as far as
Two Harbors and at Duluth. Her list,
which totaled 200 individuals of 20
species, was as follows: 70 American
golden-eyes, 2 white-winged scoters, 1
ruffed grouse, many herring gulls, 1
snowy owl, 1 hairy woodpsck:r, 3 doway
woodpeckers, 1 arctic three-toed wood-
pecker, 1 Canada jay, 1 blue jay, 2
white-breasted nuthatches, 2 red-breasted
nuthatches, 1 robin, 18 Bohemian wax-
wings, 12 evening grosbeaks, 2 pine gros-
beaks, 70 redpolls, 3 pine siskins, and
20 snow buntings. e .

The third Duluth report came from
Miss Hulda Adams, who made a brief

“survey of the birds of Croydon Park, Du-

luth on December 25. She observed 1
downy woodpecker, 3 blue jays, 3 black-
capped chickadees, and 8 pine grosbeaks.

LONGVILLE. A report, dated De-
cember 15 to January 15, was submitted
by Mr. Herbert Fisher of Longville, Min-
nesota. This, of course, does not come
wirhin the time limits of the census per-
iod but is included here because of its
general interest. The species commonly
otserved were the following: pileated
woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, dowry
woodpecker, Canada jay, blue jay, and
the snow bunting. Less common species
noted were 1 bald eagle, 3 red-breasted
nuthatches, 8 evening grosbeaks, 5 flocks
of pine grosbeaks (5-12 in each flock),

-10 redpolls, 8 white-winged crossbills, 6

slate-colored juncoes, and 3 flocks of tree
sparrows (10-20 in each flock). Minne-
aolis, Minnesota.

Mr. ]. D. Anthony of Grand Rap:ds, Minnesota, wishes to obtain one copy each of
the following publications: Life Histor'es of North American Birds by A. C. Bent;
Bull. No. 107, Diving Birds; Bull. No. 126, Wildfowl; Bull. No. 135, Marsh Birds.
He bhas for exchange Vol. 2, Birds of Massachusetts and other New England States

or cash.
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1939 Minnesota Nesting Records

By Hugh R. Engstrom

HIRTY-THREE individuals or

groups affiliated with the Minnesota
Ornithologists’ Union submitted nesting
data on a total of 96 species of birds. This
represents 211 observations in all. The lo-
calities from which data were reported
were fairly well distributed throughout
the state. The 1939 nesting record falls
far below that of 1938, both in numbers
of species and observations. This, in part,
is accounted for by the fact that articles
by E. D. Swedenborg and E. A. Palcich,
which contained much nesting data, ap-
peared in The Flicker for December 1939,
and have not been repeated here.

Some of the 1939 records, of more than
usual interest, require special attention.
Holboell’s grebe, for example, was found
nesting in 3 widely separated areas—
Beltrami County, Detroit Lakes, and
Stillwater. The American egret, after suc-
cessfully nesting near Fairmont in 1938,
returned in 1939 and nested in the vicinity
of Winona, where W. J. Breckenridge
studied 3 nests containing large young.
The red-breasted merganser, unlike its
relative the American merganser, nests in-
frequently in Minnesota. Dr. Olga Lakela,
Dr. E. Graybeal, and Mr. Casimir Hero,
however, observed 28 young in Lake
County in July. Another uncommon
breeding species in Minnesota, the duck
hawk, was found by James and Dana
Struthers at Gwin’s Bluff near Winona,
and near Stillwater on the St. Croix by
W. J. Breckenridge.

Again this year Minnesota Point, Du-
luth proved to be a mecca for nesting
shote birds. Outstanding among them
were the piping plover, upland plover, and
Wilson’s phalarope. The first authentic
nest of Wilson’s snipe since 1927 was
found by Lawritz Krefting in Martin
County on May 15.
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It is hoped that these records, incom-
plete as they are, will create enough in-
terest to cause members of the M. O. U.
to go outinto the fields and woods and
along the water courses and make nesting
observations, keep records of them, and
finally submit them at the proper time.

COMMON LOON. At White Bear
Lake on June 1, Dr. and Mrs. Alden
Risser, Dr. Charles Evans, and Miss
Allie Ann Christman found a nest con-
taining 2 eggs. On June 28, at Detroit
Lakes, Kenneth Carlander found 2 young
just out of the nest. While on a trip into
Lake Country, Dr. O. Lakela, Dr. Gray-
beal, and Casimir Hero saw a young loon
at Newfound Lake on July 2.

HOLBOELL’S GREBE. In Beltrami
County on June 21, W. J. Breckenridge
observed several young for the first record
of the season. On June 26, at Detroit
Lakes, K. Carlander discovered 3 young
just out of the nest. George Kutz saw
6 young leave the nest at McKusick’s
Lake near Stillwater on July 16.

EARED GREBE. The only record for
this grebe comes from W. ]. Brecken-
ridge, who saw young at Heron Lake on
June 28.

PIED-BILLED GREBE. There was
also but one record for this grebe. On
June 28, K. Carlander saw a nest with 4
eggs at Detroit Lakes.

DOUBLE - CRESTED CORMOR-
ANT. W. ]. Breckenridge submitted the
sole report of this species. He saw several
young out of the nest at Winona Bot-
toms near Winona on July

GREAT BLUE HERON K. Car-
lander saw a nest and eggs of a blue
heron near Faribault on May 15. On July
17, at Winona Bottoms, W. ]J. Brecken-
ridge observed nests with large young.

AMERICAN EGRET. On the same



trip to the Winona Bottoms July 17,
W. J. Breckenridge located 3 nests with
large young of this species.

BLACK - CROWNED NIGHT
HERON. A nest of this heron was seen
by W. J. Breckenridge at Winona Bot-
toms on July 17. On May 22, Dr. T. S.
Roberts’ bird class studied nests and
young at the Lake Owasso herony north

of St. Paul.
AMERICAN BITTERN. Arnold

Erickson submitted the only record for
this bird. On May 21, near Mendota, he
found a nest with 4 eggs.

LEAST BITTERN. The first nest of
the least bittern was found by Roger
Tollefson on May 28, at Castle Rock.
Later a dog discovered this nest and broke
2 eggs. The 3 remaining eggs, which
had fallen into the water, were rescued
and incubated. All 3 hatched Two nests
were studied at White Bear Lake on June
3, by Dr. and Mrs. A. Risser. One nest
contained 6 eggs and the other, 5 eggs.

MALLARD. A single nest with 4
young just out of the eggs was noted on
June 27, by K. Carlander at Detroit
Lakes. At Fort Smelling on July 22, Wm.

Cummings saw half grown young.

BLUE-WINGED TEAL. A teal’s
nest, which held 12 eggs, was found by
Winnifred Kingsley on May 18, at Moore
Lake near Minneapolis. Roger Tollefson
located a nest with 3 eggs at Castle Rock
on May 27. At Long Meadow (Mpls.)
on May 30, a nest with 4 eggs was
found by Dr. Roberts’ bird class. While
at Detroit Lakes on June 27, K. Car-
lander located 2 broods of 3 young each.
George Rysgaard spotted an adult and
5 large young on June 30 at Sturgeon
Lake. At Lily Lake near Stillwater on
July 2, George Kutz saw 8 downy young.
Finally, K. Carlander noted 4 young with
parents on July 13, on the Rainy River
and the following day 12 young with
parents on Lake of the Woods.

WOOD DUCK. Dr. Roberts’ bird
class obtained the earliest nesting record
for the wood duck, when on June s, at
Long Meadow a nest with 6 eggs was
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found in an elm tree about 25 feet trom
the ground. At Frontenac on June o,
W. J. Breckenridge and Arnold Erickson
inspected a nest in a hollow oak about
3 feet off the ground, from which the
young had already departed.

RUDDY DUCK. The only record of
this duck comes from W. ]. Brecken-
ridge, who saw 4 downy young at Sulli-
vans Slough, Anoka county, on Sept. 7.

RED - BREASTED MERGANSER.
The only records for the sawbill were
obtained by Dr. Lakela, Dr. Graybeal,
and C. Hero, who found 11 young on
Moose Lake, Lake county and 2 groups
of 7 and 10 young on Newfound Lake
on July 2.

COOPER’S HAWK. Roger Tollefson
submitted the only report for this “chicken
hawk.” On May 14, at Castle Rock, he
found a nest with 2 young about 3-4

days old.
RED-TAILED HAWK. The Struth-

ers, James and Dana, who specialize in
hawks, found the first redtail’s nest on
April 10, near Migneapolis. The contents
were not ascertained at the time; on April
14, the tree was destroyed by wind. On
May 31, also near Minneapolis, Dana
located a second nest which held 2 eggs.

MARSH HAWK. The Struther broth-
ers, with 2 records, again monopolize the
reports for this hawk. Their first nest
was found on May 17, near Minneapolis;
it held 5 eggs. Their second nest was
discovered at Wyoming on June 20; it
contained 2 young.

DUCK HAWK. A nest with youny
was noted on May 6, by James and
Dana Struthers at Gwin’s Bluff, near
Winona. Four miles north of Stillwater
on June 15, W. J. Breckenridge found
a nest with 2 eggs. .

SPARROW HAWK. Three lively ..
young and one egg were found in a nest’
at Minneapolis on May 31, by Dana
Struthers. Wind destroyed both nest and
tree on June 6.

RUFFFD GROUSE. In the Superior
National Forest near Isabella, Dr. Lakzla,
Dr. Graybeal, and C. Hero observed 7
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half-grown young on July 2. The second
report was submitted by G. Rysgaard,
who observed 7 large young and a hen
at Sturgeon Lake on July 17.

HUNGARIAN PARTRIDGE. Nests
and eggs of this species were found in
southwestern Minnesota in May by Lau-
ritz Krefting and G. Swanson.

BOB-WHITE. A deserted nest with
21 eggs, possibly the result of two hens
laying in the same nest, was found by
Mr. Wm. Kilgore on May 16, at Minne-
apolis.

RING-NECKED PHEASANT. Sev-
eral hundred pheasant nests were found
in southwestern Minnesota in May and
June by Lauritz Krefting and G. Swanson.

KING RAIL. The nest of a king rail,
which held 7 eggs on May 30, was found
by Dr. and Mrs. Risser at White Bear
Lake. By June 3, 2 more eggs had been
added.

VIRGINIA RAIL. The only repott
for this rail comes from Arnold Erickson,
who found a nest with” 7 eggs on May 21,
near Mendota.

SORA RAIL. On June 6, C. Hero
found 2 nests on Minnesota Point, Du-
luth; the first held 8 eggs and the sec-
ond, 3 eggs.

COOT. At Castle Rock on May 21,
Roger Tollefson located 3 nests which
held 5, 5, and 7 eggs respectively.

PIPING PLOVER. A total of 12 nests
were reported for this speciés. As in prev-
ious years, Minnesota Point, Duluth, was
the chief observation grounds.- All of the
following records pertain to that area.
The members of the D.S.T.C. ornithology
class, on May 18, found the first 3 nests,
which contained 4, 3, and 2 eggs each.
On May 27, members of the Minnesota
Ornithclogists’ Union, attending the an-
nual meeting at Duluth, found 4 nests
with 1, 2, 4, and 4 eggs respectively. On
June 10, Dr. Lakela and C. Hero noted
2 nests with 4 eggs each, and the follow-
ing day C. Hero noted still another 4-egg
nest. The last nest was found by C. Hero
on July 6; it too held 4 eggs.

KILLDEER. The season’s first killdeer
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nest, May 6, was noted by C. Hero on
Minnesota Point; it held 4 eggs. The next
day Arnold Erickson found 4 eggs near
Mendota. On May 9, also at Mendota,
A. Erickson found 4 eggs in the center of
a disc of dried cow dung—a most unusual
nest. The next 3 reports pertain to Min-
resota Point. The D.S.T.C. ornithology
class found a nest which held 4 eggs on
May 18. On June 18, C. Hero found
1 young. The last record for the year
comes again from C. Hero, who found
a nest with 4 eggs on July 6.

WOCDCOCK. An adult and 1 young
were seen on May 14, by Guy Robbins at
Cwin’s Bluf near Winona.

WILSON’S SNIPE. There are few
authentic records of snipe nesting in Min-
nesota. Lauritz Krefting found, on May
15, in Rolling Green township, Martin
county, a nest of 4 eggs well concealed
in tall blue stem grass and golden rods
and situated 25 feet from water. By June
12, the eggs had hatched.

UPLAND PLOVER. At Osakis on
June 30, K. Carlander observed 2 young
leaving the nest.

SPOTTED SANDPIPER. C. Hero,
who_specializes in shore birds, and who
has turned in an impressive nesting record,
is again first with an observed 5 nests
representing a total of 19 eggs. AII obser-
vations were made on Minnesota Point.
Firs* nest June 10, 3 eggs; second and
third nests June 18, each with 4 eggs;
fourth nest June 24, 4 eggs; and fifth
nest July 6, 4 eggs. Dr. Lakela found a
nest on ]une 20, which contained 2 eggs
and another egg lay on the ground
near-by. The nest apparently had been
abandoned. At Sturgeon Lake on August
1, G. Rysgaard watched some downy
chicks.

WILSON’S PHALAROPE. One
young of this species was observed at
Csrkis, by K. Carlander on June 30.

HERRING GULL. D. Struthers saw
2 gull’s egos in a nest at Lutsen on July 7.

FRANKLIN’S GULL. At Heron Lake
on June 28, W. J. Breckenridge saw
several nests with eggs and young.
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FORSTER’S TERN. Adult terns car-
tying food were observed by W. J. Breck-
enridge in McLeod county on June 2r.

COMMON TERN. Dr. Lakela found
a nest on Minnesota Point on June 17;
it held 3 eggs.

BLACK TERN. Dr. and Mrs. Risset
found a 3-egg nest of this species at
White Bear Lake on June 1. On June 28,
C. Hero and H. Larson, while wading
thru a marsh 18 miles north of Duluth
on the Miller Trunk, investigated 7 nests
which held 2 or 3 eggs each. G. Rysgaard
saw an adult carrying food at Sturgeon
Lake on July 6. Wm. Cummings observed
on July 2, in Meeker county, 4 young
and 3 eggs in 7 nests.

MOURNING DOVE. G Kutz found
a nest at Stillwater, completed but without
eggs on April 29. A dove was flushed
from its nest in a willow tree by A.
Erickson at Minneapolis on May 10. The
nest contents were not ascertained.

BLACK - BILLED CUCKOO. Dr.
Roberts’ bird class found a nest with 1
egg in a plum tree at Long Meadow on
May 30. Another nest of 3 eggs was
located on June 30, at Sturgeon Lake by
G. Rysgaard.

SCREECH OWL. D. Struthers exam-
ined a nest near Minneapolis on April
26, which held 2 eggs and 2 recently
hatched young. At Como Park, in St.
Paul, Wm. Cummings watched an adult
feed young on June 28.

GREAT HORNED OWL. The
eatliest nest of this species was found at
Minneapolis by D. Struthers on March 4.
It held 3 eggs. In the Stillwater area G.
Kutz observed, on April g, a nest with 2
eggs. J. and D. Struthers caught and
banded a young horned owl on May 24
at Minneapolis. Again on May 29, D.
Struthers saw 2 young awing at Stillwater.
BURROWING OWL. On April 22, W.
J- Breckenridge found 2 adults citting
by a hole in a pasture 2 miles east of
Milan. At his approach they entered the
hole, and he was able to collect several
fresh pellets.

LONG-EARED OWL. A nest with 5
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eggs was discovered by D. Struthers on
April 23 at Minneapolis.

RUBY - THROATED HUMMING-
BIRD. G. Rysgaard was unusually lucky
to find an adult incubating 2 eggs at
Sturgeon Lake on June 3o.

FLICKER. In his search G. Kutz was
rewarded by seeing 6 nearly feathered
young in a nest at Stillwater on June 6.

YELLOW - BELLIED SAPSUCKER.
Several young sapsuckers were found in
their nest by W. ]. Breckenridge at
Granite Falls on June 22. At Detroit
Lakes on June 27, K. Carlander found

a nest with young.

HAIRY WOODPECKER. O. A.
Stevens, at Moorhead on June 7, found
noisy young hairy woodpeckers in a nest
in an ash bole 7 feet from the ground.

EASTERN KINGBIRD. C. Hero of
Duluth submitted the first record of
nesting kingbirds for that area. On June
18, he saw 2 nests each of which con-
tained 3 eggs, and on June 24, 1 nest
with 4 eggs. At Sturgeon Lake on June
30, G. Rysgaard observed a female build-
ing a nest. A few days later, July 4, he
saw young leaving a nest. A novel nesting
site. was found by K. Carlander on July
15, on the Rainy River, where a nest, that
contained eggs, had been built on top of
a post that projected 3 feet above the
water. The last record of nesting was
submitted by G. Kutz, who observed 3
young leaving the nest at Stillwater on
July 30.

ARKANSAS KINGBIRD. On May
31, 2 miles north of New Brighton, W.
J. Breckenridge found a npest. K. Car-
lander located a nest with young at

etroit Lakes on June 27.

PHOEBE. An early record of a nest
and 4 eggs was obtained by D. Struthzrs
at Afton on May 7. A nest with 5 eggs
was found by K. Carlander at Lake of.
the Woods on July 16. At Sturgeon Lake,
G. Rysgaard found, on June 24, a nest
with 1 egg; and on June 30, he observed
adults carrying food to another nest.

LEAST FLYCATCHER. Two records

were submitted for this species. A half
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-completed nest was noted at Sturgeon
Lake on June 30 by G. Rysgaard, and a
nest with young was seen at Lake of the
Woods on July 16, by K. Carlander.

PRAIRIE HORNED LARK. A nest
with 3 eggs was found by Mrs. W. C.
Olin on April 29, on Minnesota Point.
This nest and another that contained 4
eggs furnished several interesting hours
oi study for C. Hero and H. Engstrom,
who photographed both nests. When the
egys hatched, a blind was set up so that
the activities of the adults and young
might also be recorded pictorially. Many
interesting observations were made.

BANK SWALLOW. At White Bear,
Ramsey county, K. Carlander found eggs
of the bank swallow on May 12.

BARN SWALLOW. A report of an
early nesting was turned in by A. Erick-
son, who witnessed the building of a
nest at Rock Creek, Pine county, on
May 14. On July 2, Erickson found in
the same vicinity a nest with 2 eggs. A
nest with young was found under a
bridge at Waskish, Red Lake on July
26, and another on August 26 at Oak
Island, Lake of the Woods by K. Car-
lander.

CLIFF SWALLOW. On the St. Croix
river, between Marine and Taylors Falls,
Horace Paul found 12 nests on July 16.
‘He reported that there was evidence to
indicate nestings of previous years.

PURPLE MARTIN. An ocupied mat-
tin house was seen by K. Carlander at
Lak> of the Woods on July 16.

_BLUE JAY. Near Stillwater on June
6, G. Kutz discovered 1 young leaving
its nest. :

CROW. Dana Strughers found 3 crows’
nests ih:Minneanolis o on Aoril 29. Two of
the nests had 4 esrgs each, and the third
contained 4 recently’ hatched young.

HOUSE WREN. Mr. LaChap-ll-
found, at Duluth on Juner24, a nest with
6 eogs. Data for 3 nests were turned in
by K. Carlander. All of the nests held
young birds and were located and dated
as follows: June 27, Detmoit Lakes; July
16, Lake of the Woods; and July 2s.
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Waskish, Red Lake. G. Rysgaard found a

nest with an undetermined number of

young at Sturgeon Lake on June 30. He
also reported an unique nesting place for
one wren—the brain cavity of a horse’s
skull, in which there were 4 young. This
nest was found in company with J. Kollitz
near Hinckley on July 2.

LONG-BILLED MARSH WREN.
An almost completed nest was discovered
at Rush Lake near New Brighton by Dr.
Roberts’ bird class on May 22.

CATBIRD. While canvasing Hunter’s
Hill (Duluth), the D.S.T.C. ornithology
class found a nest with 3 egge on May 31.
Wm. Cummings located 2 nests at Fort
Snelling on June 6. One nest held 4 eggs
and the other, 3. At St. Paul on June 1o,
ke found a nest with 1 egg.

BROWN THRASHER. On June 1,
at Stillwater, G. Kutz found a female
feeding her young at the nest. On June
8, Wm. Cummings found 4 young at
St. Paul.

ROBIN. Data for this species were
plentiful. Space will permit the listing of
only a few reports. Wm. Cummings
found on May s, in Goodhue county, 2
nests with 2 eggs each, and a third nest
under construction. G. Kutz, G. Rysgaard,
and A. Frickson reported nests and eggs
for May. On May 31 the D.S.T.C.
ornithology class found a nest with 3
feathered young at Hunter’s Hill.

WOOD THRUSH. Dr. Roberts’ bird
class found a new nest without eggs at
Minneapolis on May 29.

VEERY. C. Hero found 2 nests near
Duluth on June 18 and 24. The first nest
held 2 eggs and a cowbird’s egg; the
sccond held 4 eggs.

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER. A
pair of enatcatchers was seen in Glenwood
Park (Mpls.) on June 24, building a nest.
Later, according to Mrs. Ure, this nest
contained eggs. At Frontenac, W. J.
Breckenridge and Arnold Erickson watched
a pair building on June 9. Both male and
female worked on the nest.

CEDAR WAXWING. G. Rysgaard
observed adults feeding young in the
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nest at Sturgeon Lake on July 15. Two
days later the young were out of the nest.

MIGRANT SHRIKE. Dr. and Mrs.
Risser found a nest at Stewartville on
May 4, which contained 5 eggs. In Good-
hue county on May 5, Wm. Cummings
noted a nest in the center of a thorn apple
tree. Five young awing were sighted by
D. Struthers on June g, in Minneapolis.
Finally on June 27, W. ]J. Breckenridge
saw adults feeding young out of the nest
at Heron Lake.

STARLING. Starlings with young were
seen in a hollow tree on May 12, by K.
Carlander at White Bear. Wm. Cum-
mings found 2 young out of the nest in
St. Paul on June 14. Large young were
still being fed on July 2 at Rock Creek,
according to A. Erickson.

RED-EYED VIREO. Young were
being fed out of the nest on July 6, at
Sturgeon Lake, according to G. Rysgaard.
At Itasca Park on July 30, K. Carlander
saw young just out of the nest.

WARBLING VIREO. Dr. Roberts’
bird class saw a female feeding her young
on May 30 at Long Meadow.

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER. On
May 31, G. Kutz found near Stillwater a
nest completed but without eggs.

YELLOW WARBLER. A two story
yellow warbler nest was found at Long
Meadow on June 5, by Dr. Roberts’ bird
class. The lower nest contained both
warbler and cowbird eggs; the upper nest
was empty. On June 7, Wm. Cummings
found a nest under construction in St.
Paul. He visited it each day while the
eggs were being laid and later when 4
young were hatched. D. Struthers found
4 young near Afton on June 18. At De-
troit Lakes on June 27, K. Catlander
found a nest with 1 young.

CHESTNUT -SIDED WARBLER.
A single record was obtained by Miss
Alma H. Chesley, who found a nest with
4 eggs on June 20, at Beaver Bay on

the North Shore.
PINE WARBLER. Young just out

of the nest were seen by K. Carlander at

Lake of the Woods on July 24.
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REDSTART. At Fort Snelling on June
6, Wm. Cummings saw 2 nests under con-
struction. These nests contained young on
June 17. Cummings, also on June 6,
saw a nest being built in St. Paul. At
Frontenac on June 9, W. J. Brecken-
ridge and A. Erickson found a nest
with 3 eggs.

WESTERN MEADOWLARK. On
June 2, D. Struthers found in Minne-
apolis a nest with 3 young and 1 egg.

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD.
A single report for this species was sub-
mitted by Wm. Cummings, who saw
young out of the nest in Meeker county
on Tuly 2.

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD. The
eatliest record for this species was sub-
mitted by A. Erickson, who found a
nest of 4 eggs at Mendota on May 21.
The most extensive nesting data of the
year was submitted by C. Hero, who made
a survey of the Oatka Beach Addition on
Minnesota Point, where on June 6, he
found 43 nests with eggs and young. On
June 10, at the same place, he located 57
nests with eggs and young and 10 nests
under construction. On July 13, at a
marsh 18 miles north of Duluth, Hero
found 4 feathered young. Wm. Cum-
mings saw 3 nests with 4 young each at
Ft. Snelling on June 6, and on June 13,
in St. Paul, he saw a nest of 4 young.
At Sturgeon Lake G. Rysgaard observed
young awing on July 6.

ORCHARD ORIOLE. W. ]. Breck-
enridge observed young being fed in the
nest at Granite Falls on June 22.

BALTIMORE ORIOLE. K. Catlander
found a nest with young on June 27, at
Detroit Lakes. G.'- Rysgaard observed
young being fed éut of the nest at Stur-
geon Lake on June 28, as did Wm. Cum-
mings in St. Paul on July 1.

BREWER’S BLACKBIRD. A ground
nest, which contained 4 eggs, was found
by A. Erickson at Mendota on May 9.
At the same locality, on May 21, he
found a nest with 5 eggs. W. ]. Brecké-
ridge discovered a nest with 2 young and
1 egg on June 21, in Cottonwood County.
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COWBIRD. The nesting data for the
cowbird are given under the species that
it was reported parasitizing.

CARDINAL. One cardinal egg and 5
cowbird eggs were found in a nest at
Frontenac by Dr. and Mrs. Risser on
May 22. At Afton, on June 18, D.
Struthers saw a nest with 1 egg. W. J.
Breckenridge noted young being fed on
June 30, at St. Paul.

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. A
female carrying nesting material was
noted by A. Erickson on May 21, at
Mendota. Wm. Cummings found a newly
constructed nest at Ft. Snelling on
June 22.

INDIGO BUNTING. On June 17,
at Afton D. Struthers found a nest that
held 3 bunting eggs and 1 cowbird egg.

DICKCISSEL. Near Luverne on June
26, W. ]. Breckenridge saw a nest that
contained 4 eggs.

GOLDFINCH. A single nest of our
“state” bird was found by Wm. Cum-
mings at Ft. Snelling on July 22.

SAVANNAH SPARROW. Two nests
of 4 eggs each were reported for this
little passerine. The first was observed
at Minneapolis on June 15 by D. Struth-
ers and the second, at Sturgeon Lake on

August 1, by G. Rysgaard.

VESPER SPARROW. The only nest
reported for this species was found by
G. N. Rysgaard at St. John’s Landing,
Pine County, on July 12.

SLATE-COLORED JUNCO. A nest
with young was found in Itasca Park on
July 30, by K. Carlander.

CHIPPING SPARROW. K. Carlan-
der discovered a little “chippy” building
a nest at White Bear on May 12. On
May 18, at Stillwater G. Kutz found a
nest with 1 egg. C. Hero observed a
“chippy” feeding a gangling young cow-
bird in a nest at Duluth on July 10.

SONG SPARROW. The earliest nest-
ing report of this species was submitted
by A. Erickson, who observed adults
carrying nesting material on April 30,
at Long Meadow. Dr. Roberts’ bird class
saw 2 nests at Rush Lake at New
Brighton on May 22. The first held 3
eggs and 2 young and the second, 5 eggs.
On June 6, at Duluth, C. Hero found a
nest that held one cowbird egg; on the
ground beneath the nest lay a broken
song sparrow egg. A total of 8 eggs and
5 young were seen in 4 other nests by
Hero at Duluth on June 15 and July 2.

Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The third annual meeting of the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union will be beld on
May 18 and 19, 1940, in the Minnesota Museum of Natural History on the campus
of the University of Minnesota. Saturday morning May 18th will be devoted to registra-
tion, inspection of the museum, and viewing of an exhibit of photographs of birds.
Persons interested in displaying photographs in this exhibit are urged to send them
to Hugh R. Engstrom, Minnesota Museum of Natural History, before May 1oth.
The morning session will close with a business meeting. Saturday afternoon will be
devoted to a program of papers and motion pictures. Persons desiring to present
papers should contact Arnold B. Erickson, Division Economic Zoology, University
of Minnesota, St. Paul, before May 1oth. Sunday morning May 19th there will be a
field trip to the Long Meadow Sloughs 12 miles south of the University. Headquarters
for the trip will be at the club house of the Long Meadow Gun Club, where Dr.
T. S. Roberts has arranged for luncheon. Every member of the M. O. U. should
plan to attend the meeting.
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A Swimming House Sparrow
By Charles B. Reif

IT WAS one of those delightful lazy
summer days. The sun shone down
from a cloudless sky on a world lost in
its noonday siesta. Over the valley bottom-
land the air seemed to dance above the
fields, and only an occasional dragon fly
disturbed the tranquility of the scene.
From the cottonwoods downstream came
the oft repeated call of a yellow-billed
cuckoo, predicting rain which had not
fallen for weeks. I could hear a yellow
warbler, always talking to itself, as it
hurried about in the thicket of poplar
saplings; but the wren which had trilled
most of the morning evidently had gone
off to take a nap. And there I was with
my feet dangling in the muddy waters
of the Minnesota river, which, too, seemed
to be flowing more listlessly in the noon-
day heat.

When the river is low a ledge is exposed
on the piling of the bridge that crosses
over to Savage, Minnesota. It was on
this ledge that I sat while I sieved the
mud dredged from the bottom of the
river. On this particular day I had taken
up my work about 8 a.m. climbing onto
the girders to lower the dredge into the
river and returning to the ledge to sieve
out the samples. All day there had not
been the faintest trace of a breeze in the
valley, and at the river’s edge, beneath
the protection of the cottonwoods, the
air temperature had reached a 104" F.
I was tempted to join the rest of the
valley in its siesta.

Bu: had I done so I would have
missed a most interesting scene. From my
plac: on the ledge I could witness many
incidents. Once three fox squirrels came
a'ong the bank, heedless of my presence.
I saw a carp jump completely out of the
water and a great old catfish come fur-
tively to the surface and gulp down may-
flos. A whole family of pied-billed grebes
paddled by and I am sure they did not
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see me.

A tiny breeze whispered through the
aspens and then made the sunbeams
dance on the water for a second. Across
the river a green heron coasted by with
slow easy wing beats. And I was sitting
on the ledge sieving, just shaking the
old sieve in the muddy water. Suddenly
there was a splash and I thought another
carp had broken water, but the splashing
continued, and on looking up I saw an
English sparrow fledgling some forty feet
from the bank coming straight toward me.

There were several sparrow nests in
the top girders of the bridge. This little
fellow must have felt himself ready to go
into the world, and so, had tried his
wings. He would have been all right if he
had not landed in the river. But even so
he was doing well, for he seemed to be
quite proficient at swimming. It was inter-
esting to see just how the fledgling did
progress on the water, for he made really
good time. His action was that of a loon
taking off. By running with his feet and
moving both wings together in a dzfinite
paddling motion he continued to approach
me. The turn of affairs had quite evi-
dently frightened him for his mouth was
held wide open though no sound came
forth. I remained still and watched his
coming, but finally he saw me. Turning
sharply, he mad= for the bank just up-
stream. There he landed, about ten feet
from me and crawled out onto the mud,
a very miserable little bird.

Soon hz began to climb up the bank,
only to be stopped by an irregularity of
the inc'ine that caused him to crawl under
some roots. I had decided to be just a
spectator in this incident, but after a few
minutes I saw that the little fellow was
shivering. It hardly seemed that anythiny
could shiver with the air so warm, but he
was shaking like an aspen leaf.

I went over and picked him up. He
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made no attempt to elude me but was
very submissive, for the swim and wetting
had taken most of his energy. I took him
up the bank and put him in the middle
of an open space in a sweet clover patch
where the sun shone brightly. It was not
long before his feathers were dry and he
warmed up sufficiently to begin chirping.
He then set up quite a clamour. I sup-
posed that he was doing his best to inform
his parents of his location and the state

sieving a sample and found it necessary
to climb up on the bridge again to make
another dredging. As I passed the sparrow
he kept up his chirping, showing no fear
of me. When I returned he was gone,
but just where I could not discern.

I crawled out on the ledge again and
sieved the mud. Down in the cottonwoods
the cuckoo still said that it was going to
rain, but he was wrong. There was no
precipitation. Minneapolis, Minnesota.

of his hunger. By that time I had finished

NOTES OF INTEREST

BIRDS OBSERVED ON A WINTER OUTING Circumstances made it more
expedient for us to take our vacation in winter this year. On January 16, 1940, the
neighbors discovered, to their astonishment, that we were leaving not for the sunny
south as sensible people would, but rather for the north. If we were to have a vacation
in winter, we would have a truly wintry one; and so we departed for Lutsen on
the North Shore.

Passing White Bear Lake, we stopped along the shore, where 2 artesian wells keep
the lake open, to observe 6 mallards and a black duck. A short time later we reached
Pine City where we saw 2 birds fly across the road. Since they looked like evening
grosbeaks, we stopped the car and prowled around the back yard into which they
had flown; but alas, they were nowhere in sight. As we were about to climb into
the car, we noticed 9 evening grosbeaks placidly feeding in the tree beside the car.

That evening we atrived at Two Harbors. The next morning we continued along
the beautiful North Shore, and at Beaver Bay we stopped to look at a bird perched
on the top of a balsam fir. Its identity is still a mystery, since we saw it only from
a distance, and could not make out any definite markings. It was about the size of
Townsend’s solitaire; its flight was as undulating as that of a goldfinch; it uttered
soft-whistled notes much like those of the pine grosbeak. But it was much more
slender than a grosbeak, and perched very erectly, more like a shrike. We knew
that it was not a northern shrike because of its undulating flight, and because it
lacked the conspicuous markings of this species. It was not a female cardinal, to be
sure, because of its call notes.

We arrived at noon at our cabin near Lutsen, where we stayed for the next 3 days.
Our first morning there was bright, sunny, and snappy with an offshore wind that
sent racing squalls out into the lake. Several flocks of American golden-eyes flew by,
sometimes alighting near us. Herring gulls were always in sight, and to our delight
we had a beautiful view of a raven being tossed about in the wind with the gulls.
A few moments later we saw a robin, and later we were told of 2 more wintering
at Grand Marais. Back from the lake we saw a cheery little company of black-capped
chickadees and red-breasted nuthatches.
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The second day, like the first, was windy, and we spent our time chiefly at the
wood pile. We sawed, split, and piled a week’s supply of wood for the next occupants.
This was one of the activities that we had anticipated, for there is never much
opportunity for such things at home. That evening we cut out birch bark cards from
the bark of the logs that we had sawed and split.

At 11:00 AM. the third day we started for home with a carton of frozen herring
to give to our friends. As we drove along the highway toward Ely, we were charmed
by the snow-covered evergreens that crowded close to the road. A low gray sky brought
the tops of these pines to the very floor of the heavens. Suddenly in the road before
us we saw a white-winged crossbill, and nearby in a group of balsam firs about 24
of these beautiful birds were feeding. It was interesting to look for the crosshills in
the dense growth of the trees, to hear many call notes, to see only 2 or 3 birds, and
then suddenly, with a great chorus of chirps, to see several dozen emerge from the
branches, ascend to a great height, circle high in the sky, and then disappear in
the distance.

Along Angleworm Trail, north of Ely, we saw an arctic three-toed woodpecker,
and the next morning on our way south we saw, near Cloquet, 6 pine grosbeaks feeding
in their characteristically leisurely way. With these friendly creatures as our last
recollections of typically northern bird life, we drove homeward enjoying the exquisitely
frosted trees all along the way. Our list of birds seen on the trip follows. All except
mallard, black duck, starling and Lapland longspur were seen north of Pine City.
Mallard, black duck, American golden-eye, ruffed grouse, herring gull, hairy
woodpecker, downy woodpecker, arctic three-toed woodpecker, Canada jay, northern
raven, black-capped chickadee, white-breasted nuthatch, red-breasted nuthatch, brown
creeper, robin, northern shrike, starling, evening grosbeak, pine grosbeak, redpoll,
white-winged crossbill, Lapland longspur, snow bunting. Alden F. Risser and Marion
Evans Risser, Stewartville, Minnesota.

WINTERING WOOD DUCKS A number of ducks have wintered on Lake
Gleason near Wayzata this past winter. In an effort to bring up the water level of
Lake Minnetonka, water has been pumped from a well into Gleason Lake from
which the water flows into Minnetonka. The water is warm, about 52°F., and has
kept a large area of the lake open. Mr. Eben Atwood, on whose estate the well is
located, has a flock of about 60 captive mallards in a penned area of the open water.
These attracted over 200 wild mallards which Mr. Atwood has fed all winter. A few
wood ducks and pintails wers also noted with the mallards throughout the winter.

Since a wintering wood duck is a rarity in Minnesota, a number of us went out
to see the ducks on March third: Besides the large flock of mallards, at least one
female wood duck and a few pintai's were seen. Lester Carlander and Kenneth Car-
lander, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

MORE DICKCISSELS That 1939 was a “dickcissel year” in Minnesota was
evident to every bird student who travelled over much of the state. It is interesting
that within one year it can spread over such a wide area. I first noted the species
near Windom in the southwestern part of the state in the last of May. Later, I found
it common around the Twin Cities, in the Brainerd region, around Detroit Lakes,

and finally near Lake of the Woods on July 7. Kenneth D. Carlander, St. Paul, Minn.
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WINTER RECORDS OF GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET AND
EASTERN TREE SPARROW On December 14, 1939, we were walking on the
St. Cloud Teachers College Islands, and at about 4:00 P.M. we stopped to observe
muskrats that were sunning themselves on the ice. As we watched these rodents, we
heard a peeping sound, unusual for this time of the year. Upon investigating, we
found that it came from a flock of about 50 golden-crowned kinglets. We observed
them for one half hour and at times were within 3 feet of them. The golden crown
was distinctly discernable. Since there are very few winter records of this species for
central and northern Minnesota, we feel that it is desirable to place this observation
on record.

The tree sparrow has been noted on our winter bird trips for the past few years.
On December 28, 1938, one was seen near St. Cloud, Minnesota. This year we
observed a flock of 75 or more on the same day that we saw the flock of 50 golden-
crowned kinglets. It appeared as though the tree sparrows were migrating southward.
The latest record for the northern part of the state heretofore was November 30,
which is given in T. S. Roberts’ The Birds of Minnesota. Charles Metzroth, Edward
Reioux, and Ralph Sauer, St. Cloud, Minnesota.

CARDINAL IN DULUTH An eastern cardinal, Richmondena cardinalis, has
delighted Duluth bird lovers by its repeated appearances since November, 1939. In
response to the latest report of Mrs. Lee Taylor several members of the Duluth Bird
Club gathered on the morning of February 10, 1940 at the residence of Mrs. E. W.
Foizie, where the bird has made its home during the past week. With punctuality
the charming avian guest arrived at the well-filled feeding tray only a few moments
before the appointed hour. Cautiously the eager observers trooped into Mrs. Foizie’s
living room to view the bird, feeding unsuspectingly on sunflower fruits outside the
window. Against the wintry background of leafless shrubs and snow the gorgeous
male seemed like a warm breath reminiscent of the south.

Although the cardinal is well established as a resident in southeastern Minnesota,
it is so uncommon in the Duluth region that its occurrence commands a wide
general interest among nature-minded people. Mr. George Stevens’s report of this
species in 1931-32 appears to be the only published record for this area. The cardinal
is a welcome addition to Duluth’s bird life, and it is hoped that it will establish itself
here permanently to bring new interest and beauty to the woodlands well populated
by its distinctive relatives, the pine and evening grosbeaks, during their annual visits.

Olga Lakela, State Teachers College, Duluth, Minnesota.

PINE GROSBEAKS IN DULUTH Tke pine grosbeak, a winter visitant to
Minnesota, was especially common in the Duluth area during January, 1940. The
birds have appeared in the city in flocks of a few to a dozen or more in search of
food, preferably the fruits of maple and ash. The male utters a clear whistle which
may be heard at a considerable distance, especially when the bird is in flight. Recently
I watcked 3 individuals, 2 of which appeared to be immature males judging by
the spots of rose on their crowns. Larger flocks have been sighted in the Woodland
District, and Mrs. Walter C. Olin of Lester Park, reports that she observed pine
grosbeaks several times lately, once a flock of 18. Odin Brendengen, State Teachers
College, Duluth, Minnesota.
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WESTERN BURROWING OWL IN OTTERTAIL COUNTY While enroute
on a fishing trip to the Detroit Lakes Region on May 19, 1939, Edward Reioux and
I observed and collected a western burrowing owl (Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea)
about 5 miles south of Fergus Falls, Minnesota, on Highway 52 in a wooded region
of Ottertail County. This appears to be the first record of the occurrence of this
species in the county. The specimen is now on display in the Biology Museum of the

St. Cloud State Teachers College. Ralph Sauer, St. Cloud, Minnesota.

SNOWY OWL IN THE ARROWHEAD Records of the snowy owl are of
interest because of the fluctuations in the numbers of this species from year to year.
At least 2 authentic records have been made for the Arrowhead region during the
winter of 1939-40. Mr. Ernest Bittner, of Balsam Lake, Itasca County, collected a
specimen on December 29, 1939. On January 29, 1940, Dr. Olga Lakela saw an owl
of this species on Minnesota Point, Duluth. Verner Curtis, State Teachers College,
Duluth, Minnesota.

20 ‘ ‘ THE FLICKER












































































































	00
	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20



