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Nest of the Winter Wren

by

Mrs. Rollo H. Wells

In the late spring of 1932, we had
opened our cottage on Star Island, Cass
Lake, as usual and made it in readi-
ness for a later vacation. Among sever-
al chores, a fresh garbage pit was dug.

We did not return to the island un-
til late in July. My husband and I both
noticed that as we emptied refuse into
the pit something appeared to dart out.
It was quick as a flash; swift as light-
ning! We could not determine what it
was.

But on July 23, after a thorough ex-
amination, we discovered a winter
wren’s nest in a recess of the pit wall
about a foot below the surface of the
ground. It was supported by large tree
roots. One downward root, about as
large as my little finger and twice as
long, was at the entrance, making a
perch. The wren was able to move up
along this root on entering her nest.

After several days, the parent bird,
no doubt the female, became accustom-
ed to our throwing refuse into the pit
and no longer left the nest untii a
shovel of sand was thrown over the
refuse. Let me quote from my notes
written on the following days:

July 28. While I hide behind a brush
pile,my husband throws sand into the
pit, which gives me an opportunity to
concentrate on her movements. At the
first sign of our activities, she appears
at the opening, filling the round en-
trance. She is so much the color of her
surroundings that in the darkness of

May, 1946

the forest I can not distinguish much.
Soon she flies out and up on the
ground, moving about rather uncon-
cerned, and as Dr. Roberts says in his
BIRDS OF MINNESOTA, “bobbing its
head and jerking its body up and
down.” She scolds me, but only once,
as I keep well hidden on my camp
stool behind the brush. My! what a
mere scrap of a bird, so tiny and
dainty! Then again, when she stretch-
es way up in her bouncing and jerk-
ing, her legs appear so long for her
size. At times she moves along so
mouse-like that I mistake her for a
brown leaf fluttering by.

Several times in her absence I quick-
ly put a ladder into the pit from which.
at eye level and with the aid of a flash
light, I can see the contents of the nest.
I count six eggs. They are white, light-
ly specked with brown. The entrance
and sides make me think of the nest
of an oven-bird. There is a rounded
covering concealing her entirely from
view. It is “artfully concealed,” as Mr.
Forbush says. It appears to be made of
moss and fine twigs. Now returning to
the nest, she picks up a feather and
carries it in.

August 5. This makes thirteen days
of incubation since the beginning of
our observations. From the ladder 1
see no signs of the eggs hatching.

August 6. Fourteen days, and the
eggs are in the process of hatching as
we can easily see a bit of reddish skin
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and fuzzy down after the wren leaves
the nest. How strange to think the
male is never seen near the nest, nor
do we hear him singing.

August 11. Watching today, I dis-
cover for the first time two adult
wrens. One is inspecting the bushes
for insects, while the other broods the
young. Since the sexes are alike, of
course I can not tell them apart. They
are so silent. This keeps enemies from
knowing the locality of their nest.
Even the babies do not call for food.
When a parent stands at the entrance
feeding them, not a sound do I hear.

August 15. The little yellow-edged
mouths seem to be filling the nest. The
wind is quieting down enough so that
I can hear a weak lisping noise. 1 sup-
pose it comes from the hungry babies
as the parents are feeding them.

August 17. During a full hour to-
day, I note that the parents bring food
only seven times. There is a very large
white pine near the wren’s home. Often
one of the wrens moves up the trunk,
reminding me of the brown creeper on
its eternal hunt for food.

August 19. The young birds are
peering over the edge of the nest
showing their beady eyes and a dis-
tinct but pale buffy line over their eyes.
They are planning to leave soon.

August 21. Early in the morning the
parents were at the back door scolding
our dog. This indicated that the young
had left the nest, and sure enough we
found it so. We did not see"the young
out of the nest, as we left for Minne-
apolis soon often our wren experience.
The next day my husband took the
nest out of the pit wall and found one
egg left behind.

Even though we did not hear the
song of the wren this time, I had heard
him sing on Star Island years before.
The singer was in company with sever-
al young that were following him,
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mouse-like, through a small opening
into a wooden box and out again. This
very picture is well described by John
Burroughs who says in speaking of the
winter wren, “Such a dapper, fidgety,
gesticulating, bobbing-up-and-down-
and-out-and-in little bird, and yet full
of such sweet, wild melody!”

Florence M. Bailey in describing its
song says, “Full of trills, runs, and
grace notes, it was a tinkling, rippling
roundelay. It made me think of the
ruby-crowned kinglet, the volume and
ringing quality of both being startling
from birds of their size.”

P. A. Taverner, in BIRDS OF
CANADA, says, “It is perhaps the fin-
est songster of the northern woods. Its
song, strangely disconnected yet con-
tinuous, composed of jerkily jumbled
trills and staccato notes, dies down as
though about to cease, only to revive
and continue with full vigour several
seconds longer. The length of a com-
plete typical song is between eight and
ten seconds. . .the longest performance
of any of our birds.”

In Dr. Roberts’ description of its
song, he also says that it is “of con-
siderable length.”

Mr. Forbush refers to its song dur-
ing the breeding season and says that
he had searched assiduously where he
thought surely a nest must be, but had
never been able to find one. Could it
be that he searched too close to where
the wren was singing ?

Since my acquaintance with the song
of the winter wren is very slight, I am
grateful to the above authorities for
their excellent descriptions of its song.

When I gave the nest to Dr. Roberts
for the museum, he was sarprised to
hear of this late nesting date. From
the nesting dates in his BIRDS OF
MINNESOTA, T would consider June
to be their average nesting season.
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The following is also from BIRDS
OF MINNESOTA: Incubation period,
house wren, 11 to 13 days (Knight);
incubation period, Bewick’s wren, 10
to 15 days (Burns); incubation period,
Carolina wren, 12 days (Burns); incub-
ation period, long-billed marsh wren,

10 to 13 days (Burns); incubation per-
iod, short-billed marsh wren, no rec-
ords; incubation period, winter wren,
no records.

Our record indicates the incubation
period of the winter wren is at least
14 days. —Minneapolis, Minnesota.

BOOK REVIEW
A LABORATORY AND FIELD MANUAL OF ORNITHOLOGY
by Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. Ilustrated by W. J. Breckenridge.
Burgess Publishing Co., Minneapolis, 1946: 8V4 x 11 in., V 253
pp., 20 pls., 28 text fig., 17 chapt. head. illus., 11 tailpiece illus.,
2 charts, I1map. $3.50.

The newly revised and greatly expanded photo offset edition of
this publication should prove itself a wvaluable aid to the serious
student of the field or laboratory. In general scope it provides an in-
formational outline for both elementary and advanced courses of
study in ornithology. The eighteen sections of the volume deal with
pterylosis, internal and external anatomy, classification, plumage,
laboratory and field identification, and ecological and life history
considerations. All but two sections contain bibliographies of publica-
tions pertaining to the subjects concerned, and in the appendices are
additional bibliographies divided into five categories for convenience
of use.

With the various sections throughout the manual are blank lab-
oratory and field charts on which students may record observations
and data. Two of the appendices offer valuable suggestions on field
methods and the preparation of manuscripts.

The material has been well organized for the purpose for which
intended, and anyone planning a course of study in ornithology will
find the work invaluable. The section heading and taiipiece illustra-
tions by W. J. Breckenridge add much to the overall appearance and
interest of the publication. Unfortunately, no acknowledgement is
made for the use of many illustrations reproduced from the LOG-
BOOK OF MINNESOTA BIRD LIFE and BIRDS OF MINNE:0TA by Dr.
Thomas S. Roberts. The few small errors of omission encountered are
of the type frequently undetected and do not materially detract from
the value of the manual. —G. N. Rysgaard.
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Nesting of the
[ouisiana Water-Thrush

b

Sam Mc Iver

It was June 6 when we were at the
mouth of a small stream that emptied
into the St. Croix River near Still-
water. While we were looking for a
place to eat, we heard the call of a
bird. It grew louder, so we waited for
the bird to appear. It was several min-
utes before it had worked its way
along the edge of the river to within
eyesight. With its characteristic walk
and tail wagging, together with its
white underparts, unstriped throat,

and white line over the eye, it was
identified as the Louisiana water-
thrush. It soon passed by us, but in
a few minutes was on its way back
and passed us again.

As we ate our lunch, we became
aware of the fact that the water-thrush
had come back and had been singing
quite near us for five or ten minutes.
My companion and I crept up to where
we could watch it. On the other side
of the little stream below the bank and

Photo by Sam Meclver

Young Louisiana Water-Thrushes in Nest
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near the water was a large flat rock.
The water-thrush was walking around
on this flat rock with its tail wagging
continuously. It seemed to be nervous
about something. After fifteen minutes
of watchful waiting we saw the bird
quickly run up the bank above the
rock and disappear.

In a few minutes, it reappeared and
then flew away. We immediately went
over to where the bird had disappeared
into the bank. In a cavity in the bank,
hidden by overhanging grass, was a
nest with five young water-thrushes.

Evidently they were about ready to
leave the nest, because as soon as they
were discovered, several of them burst
out of the nest and scattered into the
grass. The two that remained oblig-
ingly posed on the edge of the nest for
their picture. The nest was situated in
a cavity in a bank and was built of
grasses and leaves and lined with root-
lets.

We set our cameras up with remote
control attachments hoping to get a
picture of the parent bird when it re-
turned to the nest. However, she was
too wary and after about an hour of
watching her walk under and all
around our cameras but not near the
nest, we gave up and removed our
cameras so she could feed her young
ones who were probably pretty hungry
by then. We never could decide why
she would come near the cameras and
not the nest. She was evidently cam-
era shy. As soon as we had retreated
to a discreet distance, she returned to

the nest and began feeding the remain-
ing young ones. We were wondering
how she was going to find the others
and feed them when we heard a feeble
chirping about ten yards from the nest.
The parent bird evidently heard it too,
because she flew to the spot, and
through our field glasses we could see
her feeding one of the missing young
thrushes. She later located and fed the
remaining young ones that had left
the nest.

As we left to pry into some other

bird family’s private life. I kert think-
ing that even though it may be in-
stinct, I could not help bul be thrilled
and amazed at the sight of a mother
bird caring for her young.—Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota.
Editor’s Note: In Dr. T. S. Roberts’
LOGBOOK OF MINNESOTA BIRD
LIFE he says, “This year (1918) for
the first time, the nest of the Louisiana
Water-thrush was found in this region.
This nest was situated in the bank of
a brook running through a wooded
ravine some ten miles south of Minne-
apolis. When discovered by the writer
on June 6th it contained nearly fledged
young, indicating a surprisingly early
date for the arrival of the species in
this latitude.

“From July 2nd to 4th (1927) Mr.
Breckenridge was on the St. Croix
River below Taylor’s Falls and found
the Louisana Water-Thrush feeding
young on the 3rd.

(June 9, 1929)“nest of Louisiana Wa-
ter-Thrush, eggs hatching (Evans.)”

—NOTICE— :
The deadline for manuscripts for publication in the September,
1946, issue of THE FLICKER is August 10. The editors urge you to
contribute regularly and to send in your articles and notes as soon

as you have written them.
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A Field Trip to Western
Minnesota

by

Lewis L. Barrett

For nine “bird watchers” of Minne-
apolis a two-day field trip on April 6
and 7, 1946, to western Minnesota to
witness the spring migration of water-
fowl was like a dream coming to life.
During the days of tire rationing and
restricted gasoline supply most of
these “bird enthusiasts” had looked
ahead to the time when such a trip to
western Minnesota and eastern South
Dakota would be possible to view the
spectacular phenomena of the goose
migration. On Saturday morning, April
6, this ambition was approaching the
stage of reality when the following
group of “bird lovers” started their
western jaunt from Minneapolis at
about 8:00 o’clock in the morning:
Donald and Eldeen Jacobs, Ruth Hop-
kins, Theodora Malone, Grady Mann,
Sam Meclver, and Lewis L. Barrett. The
first stop was at Lake Minnetonka
where the group was joined by Ethel
and Lyman Newlin. The observations
recorded in this article and the list of
species included for the most part were
shared in by the above namnied persons
who are members of the Minnesota
Bird Club.

Near the Lyman Newlin’s home a
number of species of birds were ob-
served including wood ducks, and the
pileated woodpecker. The group left
Lake Minnetonka at 9:15 a.m. with a
clear sky, southeast wind, and the
temperature at 38° F. As we traveled
in a westerly direction along U.S. high-
way No. 12, frequent stops were made
at points of interest. While observing
two hovering kingfishers and a pair of
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mallard ducks near a marsh, Don
Jacobs found a male red-winged black-
bird with a broken wing. This bird be-
came a part of our caravan, and was
fed frequently along the way.

In observing lesser scaup ducks in
some of the small lakes bordering the
highway a very uneven sex ratio was
evident in some of the counts made.
Three typical counts that were made
of flocks of lesser scaup ducks were as
follows: 12 males and 3 females, 9
males and 3 females, 33 males and 5
females (plus 1 male redhead duck in
this flock). These counts showing an
unbalanced sex ratio between male and
female lesser scaup are very similar to
results observed earlier this spring by
the writer in lakes near Minneapolis.

An Argus spotting scope which mag-
nified about 20 times, equipped with a
tripod, made possible some excellent
views of the waterfowl observed dur-
ing the entire trip.

At noon the caravan stopped at Will-
mar, Minnesota, for lunch and upon re-
suming our journey found that the sky
had become clouded overhead with a
strong southeast wind which made it
seem colder. Pasque flowers observed
in bloom along the railroad right of
way were closed because of the cloudy
sky. The thirteen-striped ground squir-
rel seemed to be staying very near the
opening in his burrow as observations
were made of the so-called gopher.

During the afternoon increasing
numbers of hawks were observed as
we traveled across the prairie with the
following species much in evidence:
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marsh hawk, broad-winged hawk, spar-
row hawk, and red-tailed hawk. A
group of 3 red-tailed hawks soared
above a field and at times alighted on
fence posts. One broad-winged hawk
sat on a telephone pole within 35 feet
of the highway, and as it took flight
a pair of mallards flushed from a wa-
ter filled ditch beside the road. One
marsh hawk was observed to advan-
tage against a dark railroad embark-
ment, while another flew along hunt-
ing at fence-top height for about a
hundred yards. Sparrow hawks and 3
migrant shrikes were observed, usual-
ly perched on telephone wires. Flocks
of ring-billed gulls were observed in a
number of fields as well as on many
of the lakes. Small flocks of crows
were in the fields with a typical flock
containing 19 individuals. A number of
flocks of bronzed grackles, rusty and
Brewer’s blackbirds were observed.

At Morris, Minnesota, we learned
from Carl Johnson that one of the
sloughs west of town had contained a
flock of 80 swans until a few days
before our arrival. Snow was lying in
the fields between Benson and Morris,
Minnesota. Skim ice had been found
around the edge of some of the smaller
ponds earlier in the morning, but the
ponds were soon free of ice. Most of
these ponds and smaller lakes along
the highway between Morris and Her-
man, Minnesota, contained mixed flocks
of waterfowl. Pintails were the most
abundant “puddle ducks.” Baldpates
were observed in considerable num-
bers, several flocks containing from 20
to 30 birds. Mallards, blue-winged teal,
and shovelers were found in some of
the mixed flocks. Mallards and pin-
tails in many cases apparently were
paired.

Near Herman, Minnesota, the prev-
ious mid-week, a six-inch snowfall lay
deep in the shaded ditches and the
black moist soil clung to our boots as
we hiked across a field. Carrion along
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the highway, including 2 dead pheas-
ants and a jack rabbit, attracted small
flocks of feeding crows. One of the
deeper small lakes near the highway
afforded an excellent view of a mixed
flock of ducks including more than 50
canvas - back, redhead, ring - necked
ducks, lesser scaup, golden-eye ducks
and shovelers. A flock of about 50
Canada geese passed overhead.

Late in the afternoon we arrived at
Wheaton, Minnesota. Nearby is located
Mud Lake and Lake Traverse, which
was our immediate destination. From
the highway we observed two great
blue herons standing upon the old
nests in a heron rookery in small trees
at the north end of Lake Traverse.
The next morning a group of 3 pied-
billed grebes were seen, one of which
was feeding upon a frog. Near the
south shore of Mud Lake a flock of 80
redhead ducks presented a glorious
sight in the bright sunlight. The sun
came out from behind the clouds about
4:30 p.m. There was a chilling south-
west wind blowing off Lake Traverse.
This was a spot for hardy “bird en-
thusiasts.” Many ducks plied back and
forth across the highway with the
scaup especially abundant. The dam-
med-up water in Mud Lake was being
maintained at a high level and many
of the diving ducks congregated there
because of this condition. As the flocks
of red-winged blackbirds surged over
the wild rice and cat-tails a tremen-
dous din seemed to arise from the
marshy areas of Mud Lake.

Within the last few years the water
conditions in the Mud Lake and Lake
Traverse area have been raised con-
siderably as a result of dams being
constructed by army engineers for
flood control purposes. Lake Traverse
dains into the Minnesota River, while
Mud Lake drains into the Bois de Sioux
River which joins the Red River of the
North. In order to prevent flooding of
the land in the Red River Valley the
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White Rock dam was erected at the
north end of Mud Lake. This has so
altered the water level that much of
the Mud Lake marsh area is now per-
manently under water. At one time
Mud Lake was rated as one of the best
duck lakes in the entire country. As a
result of the high water level much
of the aquatic vegetation has been
destroyed, and consequently the bulk
of the blue and snow goose migration
has shifted westward into South Da-
kota. While at Wheaton, Minnesota, it
was reported that during the first week
of April there was a concentration of
about 300,000 to 400,000 zeese in the
Sand Lake Refuge area of South Da-
kota.

Continuing to the South Da%ota side
of Mud Lake, we traveled northward
about 5 miles to a ridge of land where
we hoped to watch the evening goose
flight. We did not have long to wait
before flying-wedge formations of
geese began to take form in the west-
ern sky. At first in the distance, they
looked like tiny bands of smoke or
bits of clouds. As the geese came clos-
er their V-shaped flocks were notice-
able. Soon the peculiar call of the
“wavies” could be heard and then their
measured wing beats were evident as
they passed overhead. Moving closer to
the direct line of flight, we could now
see the geese rising from the nearby
corn fields where they had been feed-
ing upon waste grain. Closer and clos-
er the flocks seemed to come now as
the light was beginning to fade. Sever-
al flocks of honking Canada geese pass-
ed overhead at practically tree top
height as well as myriads of “wavies.”
Many small flocks of fast moving
ducks filtered past the slower moving
geese as we watched this magnificent
water fowl spectacle overhead. As dark-
ness took the place of day, we could
still hear and see the shadowy outline
of flocks of geese as they passed over-
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head on their flight back to Muvd Take
where the geese spend the night. As
we climbed into our cars, we felt that
we had witnessed one of nature’s most
thrilling spectacles, a show well worth
traveling hundreds of miles to see and
we had been fortunate to view it from
grandstand seats.

That night as I thought over the
day in the field my thoughts went back
to the few previous times when the
writer had observed “wavies” in migra-
tion. On November 4, 1944, while wit-
nessing a remarkably heavy flight of
ducks at Mud Lake a small flock of
snow geese was observed. Again on
November 12, 1942, a group of about
20 snow geese was observed to circle
over a quarry pit on Johnson Street,
northeast Minneapolis, as the geese
were temporarily misled; they probably
viewed the pit as a lake because of
the overhanging fog. May 6, 1945, a
flock of about 80 blue and snow geese
were seen flying over Moore lake
which is near the outskirts of north-
east Minneapolis. Seeing such great
numbers of these geese in a single day
seemed to dwarf these previous exper-
iences.

Sunday morning we were up before
dawn and were “bird watching.” The
day was cloudy with a northwest wind
and a temperature of about 48° F.
Four stately white pelicans arose from
the north end of Lake Traverse and
flew farther out in the lake, while a
group of 6 American mergansers fish-
ed near the shore of a protecting
point. Returning to the South Dakota
side of Mud Lake to higher ground,
we continued about a mile beyond our
previous day’s stand. From this point
of vantage we watched the morning
goose flight as the birds went out to
the fields to feed. Looking eastward
we could see flock after flock of geese
rising from the lake below. As the
mixed flocks of blue and snow geese
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approached, their long lines sometimes
shifted to one side of our observation
area. Many passed overhead where
their markings could be observed with
the unaided eye. In these mixed flocks
the blue geese were about five times
as abundant as the snow geese. There
flocks of

Canada geese. Leaving the main road

were also some sizeable
and driving back from the lake a few
miles the geese were observed feeding
in the fields. Because of their wary na-
ture, they were difficult to approach. At
one time while hidden on a straw stack
two Canada geese flew overhead with-
in 35 feet of the observers. The shal-
South Dakota

were teeming with pintails, baldpates,

low ponds in eastern

and mallards.

About 9:30 a.m., while standing on
the highway between Mud Lake and
Lake Traverse, a single white pelican
was observed flying overhead. As this
bird floated about in a circle in a state-
ly and graceful manner, it was okserv-
ed carrying a fish crosswise in its
large yellow bill. This bird was fol-
lowed by a flock of 59 white pelicans
from the southeast and they made a
most impressive sight as these accom-
plished fliers flew over at very close
range. The observers watching below
felt that they had viewed one of the
most magnificent of our American
birds. The white pelicans settled in a
bay in Mud Lake where they floated
on the water, appearing like a white
snowbank of freshly fallen snow ag-
ainst the dark woods on the point in
the background.

While enroute to Rothsay, Minnesota,
a heavy migration of horned larks was
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observed between Breckenridge and
Rothsay. In the Breckenridge area con-
siderable numbers of flickers were ob-
served in migration over this prairie
area.iMany of us had previously thought
of the flicker as chiefly a bird of the
woods. While looking for the sandhill
cranes west of Rothsay a large number
of hawks were observed. During the
field a total of 74
hawks were noted, including the fol-

two days in the

lowing species: 12 red-tailed hawks, 28
hawks, 2
sharp-shinned hawks, and 8 unident-
ified hawks.

A marked concentration of diving

marsh hawks, 14 sparrow

ducks was evident in the chain of lakes
between Fergus Falls and Elbow Lake
and south to Glenwood. On these deep
water lakes canvas-back, scaup, red-
head, and ring-necked ducks were a-
bundant with some golden-eyes, Amer-
ican and red-breasted mergansers. One
lake which could be viewed to advant-
age from a bluff along the highway
contained a concentration of about
1,000 canvas-back ducks. On a lake
near Barrett, Minnesota, the sun il-
luminated some objects which looked
like large white posts. Upon closer in-
vestigation they proved to be a flock
of 7 swans feeding with a mixed flock
of diving ducks.

Between Belgrade and Paynesville
as the sun began to sink low in the
western sky, 3 short-eared owls were
observed from the highway. This was
a fitting anticlimax to an “ornitholog-
ical expedition” that was a most inter-
esting experience.

The folowing 62 species were seen
on this two-day trip, April 6 and

it
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pied-billed grebe, white pelican, double-
crested cormorant, great blue heron,
whistling swan, Canada goose, lesser
snow goose, blue goose, mallard, gad-
wall, baldpate, American pintail, blue-
winged teal, shoveler, wood duck, red-
head, ring-necked duck, canvas-back,
lesser scaup, golden-eye, American
merganser, red-breasted merganser,
sharp-shinned hawk, red-tailed hawk,
broad-winged hawk, marsh hawk, spar-
row hawk, ring-necked pheasant, coot,
killdeer, herring gull, ring-billed gull,

mourning dove, short-eared owl, belted
kingfisher, flicker, pileated woodpecker,
downy woodpecker, horned lark, blue
jay, crow, black-capped chickadee,
white-breasted nuthatch,brown creeper,
robin, bluebird, golden-crowned king-
let, ruby-crowned kinglet, migrant
shrike, starling, English sparrow, east-
ern meadowlark, western meadowlark,

red-winged blackbird, rusty blackbird,
Brewer’s blackbird, bronzed grackle,
cowbird, slate-colored junco, vesper
sparrow, tree sparrow and song spar-
row. —Minneapolis Minnesota.

MINNESOTA NESTING RECORDS

Members of the Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union are again urg-
ed to collect information during the spring and summer months on
the nesting activities of Minnesota birds. These data should be mail-
ed to the editor, or Dr. W. J. Breckenridge, Minnesota Museum of
Natural History, University of Mianesota, Minneapolis 14, Minne-
sota, not later than September 20.

Those who have not collected data before may find the following
helpful: Identify all nests by the flushed bird and not by the egas or
nest, record the name of the species, date nest was first found, dates
when revisited, number of eggs or young, place found—at least the
county, other notes on nest or young, name and address of the ob-
server.

If detailed observations are made on one or several nests, over
a period of time, the information should be written up as notes or
articles for publication in THE FLICKER.

Members of the Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union have cooperat-
ed in collecting data for publication tn THE FLICKER on the nesting
habits of Minnesota birds each year since 1938. Many interesting
and significant facts have resulted from these findings. There is still
much to be learned about even some our commonest species as well
as the rarer Minnesota nesting birds and those suspected of nesting
in our state.

MEMBERS OF THE MINNESOTA ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION
Arrangements have been made whereby the Minnesota Ornithol-
ogists’ Union will get a small discount on all orders they get for Dr.
Pettingill’s new book; the discount going to the Union treasury for
aid in publishing THE FLICKER. There is NO discount allowed to the
individual, however. Send orders and remittances to Mrs. I. A.
Lupient, Treasurer, Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union, 212 S. E. Bed-
ford Street, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota. You may add this book to
the ones listed in the October, 195, issue of THE FLICKER:

A LABORATORY AND FIELD MANUAL OF ORNITHOLOGY,
Pettimgill_ sw  SEt BN L N T e $3.50
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History of the St. Cloud Bird Club

by

Mrs. George W. Lehtke

Bird lovers in St. Cloud had report-
ed to each other, and sometimes to the
newspapers, the arrival of the first
robin and wren, the discovery of a
humming bird’s nest, or the visit of a
flock of evening grosbeaks. We knew
many people were interested, or as
Florence Page Jaques writes, “would
like to be interested.” We felt the time
had come for the organization of a bird
club.

In response to telephone calls and
notices in the newspapers, a group of
people met in Room 101 of Central
Junior High School, August 5, 1942, A
program of bird films was shown. A
club was organized and officers were
elected.

Our annual meeting and election of
officers is held in the fall. The follow-
ing have served as officers: 1942-43,
Mrs. A.J. Trainor, President; Nester
Hiemenz, Vice President; Mrs. George
W. Lehrke, Secretary; 1943-44, Mrs.
A. J. Trainor, President; Miss Regina
Martini, Vice President; Mrs George
W. Lehrke, Secretary; 1944-45, Mrs.
A.J. Trainor, President; Miss Monica
Misho, Vice President; Miss Loretta
Rosenberger, Secretary; 1945-46, Miss
Monica Misho, President; Mrs. Charles
Beacom, Vice President; Miss Loretta
Rosenberger, Secretary.

George W. Friedrich of the Teachers
College faculty consented to act as the
advisor for the club and has so con-
tinued to the present time.

Meetings have been held in the Com-
mittee Room of the Public Library the
first Wednesday of the months Octo-
ber through March. Beginning next
October, the meetings will be held the
second Wednesday instead of the first
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Wednesday; the meeting place will be
the same.

A Christmas census of birds has
been taken each year, 1942 through
1945. These winter trips have been in
charge of Mr. Friedrich and Mr. Hie-
menz.

Field trips are arranged for the
months of April and May. The sched-
ule of field trips for 1946, has been
announced by Mrs. A.J. Trainor; the
date and person in charge is as fol-
lows: Saturday, April 6, Martin Gov-
ednik; Sunday, April 14, Nester Hie-
menz; Sunday, April 28, tour of Saint
Benedict’s College campus, conducted
by one of the Sisters; Sunday, May 5,
Miss Connie Stelzig; Sunday, May 12,
Miss Alys Mayman; Saturday, May 18,
Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union Meet-
ing in Minneapolis; Sunday, May 26,
picnic meeting and field trip at Paul
Eiffert’s farm.

Bird Club programs have been given
by members; by Harold Searles, Tho-
mas M. Kelley, and Kenneth Morrison
of the State Conservation Department;
and by Dr. Walter J. Breckenridge,
President of the Minnesota Ornitholo-
gists’ Union.

Bird Life in moving pictures; playing
of recordings of bird songs; studies of
hawks, owls, ducks, game birds, bird
migrations; bird recognition games;
birds in art, poety, and folk lore have
all been the topics of bird club pro-
grams. Book reviews of such books as
Florence Page Jaques, BIRDS AC-
ROSS THE SKY, and THE GEESE
FLY HIGH, and Leonard Dubkin’s
THE MURMER OF WINGS, have been
found interesting and informative.

One project of outstanding interest
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is in charge of Mrs. Hildegard Venie.
A scrap book was purchased by the club
for the preservation of bird pictures
such as those by Dr. Breckenridge in
the MINNEAPOLIS SUNDAY TRIB-
UNE. These, and pictures of birds from
calendars, magazines, and other sourc-
es, have been contributed. Mrs. Venie
has mounted the pictures very artist-
ically, descriptions have been typed
and poetry added. The whole scrap

book is a work of art.

The T. S. Roberts Ornithological
Club of the St. Cloud Teachers College
is affiliated with the St. Cloud Bird
Club. These young people are an inspir-
ation. Convocation programs at the
Teachers College of interest to orni-
thologists are attended by bird club
members. The public is invited to at-
tend all meetings of the St. Cloud Bird
Club. —St. Cloud, Minnesota.

FLICKER INDEX

George Rysgaard sometime ago prepared a detailed 12-page
index to the first six volumes of THE FLICKER, 1929-1936 inclusive.
These were the issues that appeared in 8V4" x 117 mimeographed
form. This was never mimeographed for distribution to the mem-
bers. Anyone interested in securing a copy of this index should cor-
respond directly with Mr. Rysgaard at the Minnesota Museum of
Natural History, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 14, Minne-
sota. If a sufficient number of requests are received the index will
be printed. An axact price cannot be set at the present time but it
will probably be about fifty cents per copy.
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Changes In Names Of

Minnesota Birds
By Byron E. Harrell

Bird watchers usually find the nomenclature of the last edition of the A.0.U.
Check-List as the best authority for any bird names that they have any occasion
to use. It goes without saying that the studies of nomenclature and taxonomy did
not stop when the Fourth edition of the “Check-List of North American Birds”
was published. There are now enough changes to warrant a new edition, but
this has had to be delayed. Meanwhile fhe changes through 1944 have been pub-
lished in two supplements to the fourth edition (Nineteenth and Twentieth Sup-
plements to the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-List of North American
Birds, Auk 61 (3): 441-464, 1944 and Auk 62 (3): 436-449, 1945). This article is
a list of the changes that involve the birds on the Minnesota list as given in
Roberts’ “Birds of Minnesota” (2nd Ed., 1936). After a quick survey of the lit-
erature on Minnesota birds since 1936, I have found only three additional species:
Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini, now changed to Xema sabini sabini), Varied Thrush
(Ixoreus naevius subsp.), and Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina). Data on these
reports can be found in Dr. Roberts’ “Season” reports in Audubon Magazine.

There were two changes in families, The Osprey has been separated as the
family Pandionidae. The family name Perdicidae including our Bob-white, Chuck-
ar Partridge, and Hungarian Partridge is discontinued, and the species are put
in the family Phasianidae which has included our Ring-necked I’heasant.

Three names of our genera are changed due to a more accurate survey of
the original literature. Egretta is replaced by Leucophoyx:

Snowy Egret, formerly known as Egretta thula thula becomes Leucophoyx
thula thula.
Nyroca becomes Aythya:
Redhead, Nyroca americana, to Aythya americana.
The Ring-necked Duck, Nyroca collaris, to Aythya collaris.
Canvas-back, Nyroca valisineria, to Aythya valisineria.
Greater Scaup Duck, Nyroca marila, is now Aythya marila nearctica (the tri-
nomial is added because of another subspecies out of our range.)
Lesser Scaup Duck, Nyroca affinis to Aythya affinis.
Alle becomes Plautus:
Dovkie, Alle alle, becomes Plautus alle alle (trinomial added because of an-
other subspecies out of our range.)
Fifteen genera are included in other genera. Dafila, Nettion and Querquedula
are included in Anas:
American Pintail, Dafila acuta tzitzihoa, to Anas acuta tzitzihoa.
Green-winged Teal, Nettion carolinense, to Anas carolinensis.
Blue-winged Teal, Querquedula discors, to Anas discors.
Cinnamon Teal, Querquedula e¢yanoptera, to Anas cyanoptera cyanoptera (tri-
nomial added because of another subspecies.)

Charitonetta is included in Glaucionetta:
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Bufflehead, Charitonetta albeola, to Glaucionetta albeola.
Astur is included in Accipiter.
Eastern Goshawk, Astur atricapillus atricapillus, becomes Accipiter gentilis
atricapillus (the species name is used because our species is considered the
same as the old world form.)
Oxyechus is included in Charadrius.
Killdeer, Oxyechus vociferus vociferus, to Charadrius vociferus vociferus.
Phaeopus is included in Numenius:
Hudsonian Curley, Phaeopus hudsonicus, to Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus
(the species name is changed to agree with the old world species.)
Eskimo Curlew, Phaeopus borealis, to Numenius borealis.
Pisobia and Pelidna is included in Erolia:
Pectoral Sandpiper, Pisobia melanotos, to Erolia melanotos.
White-rumped Sandpiper, Pisobia fuscicollis, to Erolia fuscicollis.
Baird’s Sandpiper, Pisobia bairdi, to Erolia bairdii (the species name is chang-
ed to bairdii to agree with the orginal spelling.)
Least Sandpiper, Pisobia minutilla, to Erolia minutilla.
Red-backed Sandpiper, Pelidna alpina sakhalina, to Erolia alpina sakhalina.
Scotiaptex is included in Strix:
Great Grey Owl, Scotiaptex nebulosa nebulosa, to Strix nebulosa nebulosa.
Antrostomus is included in Caprimulgus:
Eastern Whip-poor-will, Antrostomus vociferus vociferus, to Carprimulgus
vociferus vociferus.
Penthestes and Baeolophus is included in Parus:
Black-capped Chickadee, Penthestes atricapillus atricapillus, to Parus atricap-
illus atricapillus.
Husdonian Chickadee, Penthestes hudsonicus hudsonicus, to Parus hudsonicus
hudsonicus.
Tufted Titmouse, Baeolophus bicolor, to Parus bicolor.
Nannus is included in Troglodytes:
Eastern Winter Wren, Nannus hiemalis hiemalis, becomes Troglodytes troglod-
ytes hiemalis.
Corthylio is included in Regulus:
Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Corthylio calendula calendula, to Regulus
calendula calendula.
The specific name of ten Minnesota species has been changed. The old name
is given, then the newer one.
White-faced Glossy Ibis, Plagadis guarauna to P. mexicana.
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Accipiter velox velox to A. striatus velox.
Eastern Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo borealis borealis to B. jamaicensis borealis
and similarly in the other subspecies.
Western Snowy Plover, Charadrius nivosus nivosus to C. alexandrinus nivosus.
Snowy Owl, Nyctea nyctea to N. scandiaca.
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Nuttallornis mesoleucus to N. borealis.
Northern Cliff Swallow, Petrochelidon albifrons albifrons to P. pyrrhonota
pyrrhonota.
Eastern Yellow Warbler, Dendroica aestive aestive to D. petechia aestiva.
Scarlet Tanager, Piranga erythromelas to P. olivacea.
Common Redpoll. Acanthis linaria linaria to A. flammea flammea.
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Greater Redpoll, Acanthis linaria rostrata to A. flammea rostrata.

Two Minnesota subspecies have been raised to full species.
Harlan’s Hawk, Buteo borealis harlani to B. harlani.

Bronzed Grackle, Quiscalus quiscula aeneus to Q. versicolor.

Seven species are now considered as specifically similar to Old World forms

which cause the following changes.
White-winged Scoter, Melanitta deglandi to M. fusca deglandi.
American Scoter, Oidemia americana to O. nigra americana.
Marsh Hawk, Circus hudsonius to C. cyaneus hudsonius.
Semipalmated Plover, Charadrius semipalmatus to C. hiaticula semipalmatus.
Wilson’s Snipe, Capella delicata to C. gallinago delicata.
Long-eared Owl, Asio wilsonianus to Asio otus wilsonianus.
Northern Shrike, Lanius borealis borealis to L. excubitor borealis.
Northwestern Shrike, Lanius borealis invictus to L. excubitor invictus.

There are changes in the subspecific names of seven of our birds.
Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura septentrionalis, now Western Turkey Vulture,
C. aura teter.

Greater Prairie Chicken, Tympanuchus cupido americanus to T. cupido pin-
natus.

Arctic Horned Owl, Bubo virginianus subarcticus to B. virginianus wapacuthu.

Northern Blue Jay, Cyanocitta cristata cristata to C. cristata bromia.

Grey-cheeked Thrush, Hylocichla minima aliciae to H. minima minima.

Red Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra pusilla to L. curvirostra minor.

Western Grasshopper Sparrow, Ammodramus savannarum bimaculatus to A.

savannarum perpallidus.

Two of our forms are discontinued.

Common Black Duck, Anas rubripes tristis is dropped, so the Red-legged Black
Duck, Anas rubripes rubripes becomes Anas rubripes.

White Gyrfalcon, Falco rusticolus candicans, is now included in F. rusticolus
obsoletus, the Black Gyrfalcon.

Eleven of our forms add a trinomial because of subspecies described out of

our area.

Yellow Rail, Coturnicops noveboracensis to C. noveboracensis noveboracensis.

Glaucous Gull, Larus hyperboreus to L. hyperboreus hyperboreus.

Iceland Gull, Larus leucopterus to L. leucopterus leucopterus.

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Centurus carolinus to Western Red-bellied Woodpeck-

er, C. carolinus zebra.

Red-headed Woodpecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus to M. erythrocephalus

erythrocephalus.

Brown Thrasher, Toxostoma rufum to T. rufum rufum.

Myrtle Warbler, Dendroica coronata to D. coronata coronata.

Over-bird, Seiurus aurocapillus to S. aurocapillus aurocapillus.

Painted Bunting, Passerina ciris to P. ciris ciris.

White-winged Crossbill, Loxia leucoptera to L. leucoptera leucoptera.

Swamp Sparrow, Melospiza georgiana to M. georgiana georgiana.

There are corrections in the spelling of the scientific names of thirteen

forms.

Holboell’s Grebe, Colymbus grisegena holboelli to C. g. holbollii.

Cooper’s Hawk, Accipiter cooperi to A. cooperii.
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Osprey, Pandion haliaetus carolinensis to P. haliaetus carolinensis.
Western Sandpiper, Ereunetes maurii to E. mauri.

Alder Flycatcher, Empidonax trailli trailli to E. traillii traillii.
Bewick’s Wren, Thryomanes bewicki bewicki to T. bewickii bewickii.
Sprague’s Pipit, Anthus spraguei to A. spragueii.

Bell’s Vireo, Vireo belli belli to V. bellii bellii.

Baird’s Sparrow, Ammadramus bairdi to A. bairdii.

Western Henslow’s Sparrow, Passerherbulus henslowi henslowi to P. henslowii
henslowii.

Gambel’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli to Z. L. gambellii.
Lincoln’s Sparrow, Molospiza lincolni lincolni to M. lincolnii lincolnii.
McCown’s Longspur, Rhynchophanes mccowni to R. mccownii.

Of the recently recognized and rerecognized subspecies there are six that
might occur in Minnesota. Specimens will have to be critically examined before
most of them can be definitely accepted.

Ungava Canada Goose, Branta canadensis interior, may possibly occur on
migration.

Hoary Ruffed Grouse, Bonasa umbellus incanus, definitely occurs in eastern
North Dakota, but no Western Minnesota specimens were examined.
Nebraska Screech Owl, Otus asio swenki, occurs west of here and possibly in
the western part of the state.

Boreal Flicker, Colaptes auratus borealis, definitely occurs in Minnesota on
migration and possibly breeding in the northern part of the state.
Newfoundland Yellow Warbler, Dendroica petechia amnicola, will probably
be found as a migrant and possibly a northern summer resident after the
examination of specimens.

Western Song Sparrow, Melospiza georgiana ericrypta, occurs in North Dakota
and may be our western breeder or migrant. —St. Paul, Minnesota.
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Bird Protection In Minnesota

By Kenneth Morrison

Shooters with itchy trigger fingers
are reminded that all but 10 of the
more than 300 species of birds that
occur in Minnesota are protected by
state law and, with the exception of
certain game birds, cannot be killed or
molested at any time.

Many people apparently have the
idea that only the song and game birds
receive any protection. Actually, all
species of gulls, terns, pelicans, her-
ons, loons, grebes, bitterns, as well as
shore-birds such as sandpipers, plov-
er, and phalaropes, are protected at all
times by state law. The nests and eggs
of these and all other protected species
may not be molested.

Crows, starlings, English sparrows,
cormorants, and magpies are not pro-
tected by either state or federal law,
hence may be taken in areas where the
shooting of guns is not prohibited.
Most of the larger and some of the
smaller communities in Minnesota have
ordinances prohibiting the discharge
of any type of gun within their city
limits. Although they are not protect-
ed by state law, all species of black-
birds receive protection under federal
law and, therefore, may not be killed
in Minnesota. The bronzed grackle is
not protected.
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The new game and fish code extends
protection to all species of hawks and
owls except the goshawk, Cooper’s
hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, and the
the great horned owl. The three un-
protected hawks are narrow-winged,
fast-flying, and relatively uncommon
in Minnesota. For these reasons, they
are seldom seen by gunners. The soar-
ing hawks, whose food habits are al-
most entirely beneficial to man and
which have been most commonly shot
in the past, are now protected by state
law.

MOU members should be alert to see
that these bird protective laws are re-
spected. Violations should be reported
immediately to state or federal author-
ities. Each member of the MOU should
consider himself a “one man crusade”
to see that the public becomes better
acquainted with the laws protecting
birds. —St. Paul, Minnesota.

Editor’s Note: MOU members will

want to read Hawks and Owls Win

in Minnesota by Kenneth Morri-

son, in the July-August, 1945,

AUDUBON MAGAZINE. This

article gives an excellent account

of the effectiveness of the work of
the MOU bird protection commit-
tee.
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SAW-WHET OWL, HAWK OWL, AND
SANDHILL CRANES—In a willow
thicket on Pigs Eye Island, St. Paul, a
saw-whet owl was observed on January
19, 1946, and photographed by Frank
Ostrowski, of the St. Paul Bird Club.

This owl was about eight inches long.
Several mice empaled on stubs of
branches were found in the owl’s rend-
€zZVOux.

This season we had two outstanding
thrills on our weekly all-day bird hikes.

The chance to observe a hawk owl was
quite a surprise as we were looking for
great horned owls’ nests at the time.
Unlike the great horned owl, this one
flew directly towards us and about 20
feet apove our heads. It was later ob-
served perching in a tree apparently
unconcerned by Brother Pius’ group
watching it.

The lateral striping, long tail, and
blunt owl-like head were at once strik- Photo by F, Ostrowski
ing. This bird was seen on February 23, . e .
on the east bank of the Minnesota Riv- SAW-WHET OWL
er, north of the Cedar Avenue bridge,
below Black Dog Creek.

Our second and greater thrill was on March 23, when we witnessed 78 sand-
hill cranes rising to clear the Minnesota River bluffs near the south boundary
of Fort Snelling. The boys thought they were a pack of dogs howling and bark-
ing. After they passed us they aligned in perfect formation and began to give
their calls in longer and deeper notes. The sun shone on them for a short time
when they were two or three miles from us to give us an unforgettable sight.
They then appeared much lighter in color than when they were near us.

As they were athwart us their extended long neck and stubby tail offset
their almost ball-shaped body. —Brother Hubert Lewis, St. Paul, Minnesota.

WESTERN EXTENSION OF THE STARLING AND OTHER OBSERVATIONS
—Between December 10 and 20, I was traveling from Seattle to Portland up the
Columbia River to Pendleton, southeast across Oregon and Idaho and east across
Montana, Nebraska to Omaha, and then north to Minneapolis. I encountered
concentrated flocks of starlings a few miles west of Boise, Idaho. These flocks
which contained one hundred or more birds made me starling conscious and 1
made an effort to notice their concentration as we drove eastward. In the valleys
east of the Rockies I found starlings in every town along the highway. Going
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through the Rockies I did not notice them but they were common in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, and we saw them flying in the vicinity of every small town from
there east.

Of additional interest were three different concentrations of hawks which
we encountered in northeastern Colorado and western Nebraska. These were
mixed flights which were predominantly buteos and marsh hawks. The American
rough-legged and Swainson’s were the most common buteos, and we had one
opportunity of observing a golden eagle perched at less than 50 feet; he was a
member of one of these concentrations.

By far the most abundant bird on the prairies of Nebraska in December
was the horned lark. Along every mile of highway, we flushed flocks of
several hundred horned larks, apparently picking up the wheat and gravel along
the sides of the road. Among these horned larks we observed a very few snow
buntings. —Milton D. Thompson, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

A SCREECH OWL VISITOR—During November and the first week of December,
1945, a brown phase screech owl made its headquarters in my neighbor’s 26-room
martin house. We saw it frequently, peeping out of one of the entrances. It
occupied one compartment on the south side, one on the north, and one facing
east, hanging about according to the wind direction. Only three rooms were
occupied and always it was one on the side away from the wind.

During this entire period I noticed a scarcity of English sparrows about our
vard. Those few which came to my feeding station approached cautiously and
from the side opposite the martin house. From this I concluded that the ow! was
preying on the sparrows.

Several times a flock of angry blue jays swarmed about the martin house
and attempted to attack, or did attack, the owl. I’ve never heard jays make so
much noise! Several of the boldest jays dashed into the occupied room, disappear-
ing into it almost entirely, but always making a hasty exit. One day my neighbor
saw the owl dash swiftly out of its observation hole, down to the ground in
the adjoining yard where it picked up some small object and flew with it to a
tree about half a block away.

Our visitor was last seen on December 5. A day or two later my neighbor
attached a strong flood-light directly underneath the bird house to facilitate the
sale of some thousands of Christmas trees stacked up all over the yard. I
suppose the bright light, the continual disturbance by customers in the yard,
and the sawing, chopping, and hammering were too much for one little owl,
and it left in spite of a good food supply of English sparrows.

In March the martin house was taken down for cleaning. I was at hand to
examine the various rooms. I found three rooms with quite a layer of sparrow
feathers, and one yellow flicker’s feather, two partly devoured English sparrows
(head and chest missing), and a number of unbroken pellets. These 1 sent to
Dr. W. J. Breckenridge at the Minnesota Museum of Natural History for exam-
ination. In these Dr. Breckenridge found the upper mandibles of seven English
Sparrows.

We are hoping that our “sparrow control” will return next winter and will
add a few starlings to his menu for variation. —A. C. Rosenwinkel, St. Paul,
Minnesota.
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ARCTIC THREE-TOED WOODPECKERS—On March 29, 1946, a male and fe-
male Arctic three-toed woodpecker was observed at King’s Point, Lake Minne-
tonka. The yellow crown-patch of the male was very noticeable.

On April 9, a winter wren was seen at Fruen’s Park, Minneapolis.—Anna J.

Johnson, Minneapolis, Minnesota.
TUFTED TITMICE IN MINNESOTA—Six tufted titmice came to a bird feeder
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Don Hamilton, Melody Hill, near Hopkins. Mrs.
Hamilton said they came about the middle of November, 1945, and stayed several
days. Then all of them left except one which remained throughout the winter,
visiting the feeder every day. One day in February the Hamiltons were surpris-
ed to find that three more titmice had arrived to join the one that had remained
behind.

March 9, 1946, Miss Severena Holmberg, Miss Amy Chambers, and the writer
were invited by Mrs. Hamilton to visit her and see the titmice. The titnfouse
that stayed all winter had natural colored plumage, but the three new ones were
bold, dashing fellows, very dark, almost black. Evidently during the winter, they
had lived in a very sooty territory and needed a good bath. We were just in
time to see them for two days later, March 11, all four left.

We enjoyed watching them come to the feeders which were hung eighteen
inches from the window and ingeniously made to prevent squirrels from getting
on them. These feeders are manufactured and sold by Mr. Hamilton.

March 5, 1946, a titmouse came to a feeder at “The Brackens,” home of Dr.
and Mrs. W.J. Breckenridge. Wallace E. Hamilton, Interlachen Park, reported
that one came to his feeder on November 12, 1945, and stayed until December
6, 1945,

At Rushford, Fillmore County, two pairs of titmice nested last spring for the

second time. This report was sent to Dr. T. S. Roberts by Miss Magelssen.—Mrs.
Mary Lupient, Minneapolis, Minnesota.
PLUMAGE REVERSAL IN THE RING-NECKED PHEASANT—While hunting
at Redfield, South Dakota, on January 24 of this year, Carl Lenander shot a
ring-necked pheasant which appeared to be a young male. Upon closer examin-
ation he recognized it as distinctive in many respects, although the general plu-
mage pattern was definitely male-like in character. Mr. Lenander brought the
specimen to the Museum for examination and donated it to the collection.

The sides of the head which are normally naked and covered with brilliant red
skin were completely feathered, and the ear tufts were lacking. The back feath-
ers were typical of the male plumage; the rump showed but the merest trace of
the characteristic green, and the lesser and middle coverts lacked the sharply
defined pattern of normal male birds and were not as brilliant a rufous color.
The throat, breast, abdomen, side, and flank feathers were of true male character
as were also the upper and under tail coverts and central tail feathers. The outer
tail feathers lacked the cross-barring or had indistinctly patterned cross-bars;
the tail feathers were slightly shorter than average. The legs bore no spurs.

When the skin was prepared as a study specimen for the museum collection,
the gonads were dissected out for examination. The bird proved to be a female
in which the ovary had greatly atrophied. Geneticists have shown that the male
and female types of plumage in domestic fowl are produced by sex-limited fac-
tors. In most breeds of poultry, the plumage of the two sexes is strikingly dif-
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ferent, and in these, it is indicated that the characteristic female plumage is
dominant and the normal male plumage is recessive and is sex-limited to males.
When the female sex hormone is present, male plumage cannot develop. However,
if the ovary is removed or atrophied by either disease or old age, the limiting ac-
tion of the hormone is eliminated and male plumage is developed. Although there
is no known genetic research on ring-necked pheasants, it is entirely possible
that the same pattern of action occurs in this species to explain the occasional re-
versal of plumage characters in female pheasants.-Geerge N. Rysgaard, Museum
of Natural History, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota.
GLAUCOUS GULLS IN DULUTH—Each winter during the past eleven years a
few glaucous gulls have been observed along the water front in Duluth harbor,
and on the North Shore in St. Louis and Lake counties. Usually they are first
noted in November and last seen in April. From two to three individuals of early
winter, their numbers increase to six or seven before their northward migration.
This current spring they appeared in greater numbers, twelve in a single count
in a group of herring gulls. Their number may be higher, since it is difficult to
determine the color of the wing tips when the gulls are sitting on ice facing the
shore. At least three localities in the harbor are patronized by the herring gulls;
the glaucous gulls are associated with them. They are best seen on the wing;
at one time eighteen were observed. As they fly with herring gulls their wing
spread is obviously longer. Two individuals have been seen from time to time
by various club members in a large flock of herring gulls at French River, pat-
ronizing a fisherman’s dock.

Among the Duluth birds, some individuals are in the mature glaucous white

plumage; others are chalky white and still others gray white, the latter two
presumably, being immature stages in plumage development. On gliding wings
of pearly transparency, these stately visitors from the arctic are delightful to
behold. Seeing them the first time, some Duluth bird lovers exclaimed, “their
flicht is different from the herring gulls!” Perhaps it is. The beat of the larger
wing is leisurely and graceful, as the birds glide and poise on air against the
sky.—Olga Lakela, Duluth, Minnesota.
SPRING MIGRATION OF SANDHILL CRANES—The sandhill crane is a bird
that many bird observers have come to look for in Minnesota in recent years.
Possibly this in part has been due to seeing the exceptionally outstanding mus-
eum group of sandhill cranes which was constructed by Dr. W. J. Breckenridge
and Lee Jaques at the Minnesota Museum of Natural History. Many have also
seen the motion pictures of the sandhill cranes taken by Dr. Breckenridge. An-
other film on the sandhill cranes taken by Ralph Woolsey and sent out through
the Minnesota State Conservation Department has had a wide showing. Con-
sequently, Minnesotans are becoming more “crane conscious.”

There have been several records of sandhill cranes reported during the
1946, spring migration season. On March 23, a few miles southwest of Elk River,
Henry Shellenberg of St. Paul observed about 200 sandhill cranes in migration.
A small flock of sandhill cranes was observed at the Minnesota River bottoms
near Minneapolis on March 24,

While in northwestern Minnesota on April 7, the writer talked to Otto
Paulson and his son who reported that sandhill cranes had been in that area for
more than 10 days previous to that date. Mr. Paulson lives about four miles
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west and one mile north of Rothsay. The Paulson farm is located in an area
of wild land with no cross roads for some three miles. Much of this area is ex-
tensive lowland with some bog and spring holes surrounded by a scrubby growth
of trees. There are extensive areas of tall grasses. Mr. Paulson reports that
cranes have remained about these spring holes previous summers. While in this
area, the nine members of the Minnesota Bird Club, who took the trip to west-
ern Minnesota, saw a flock of 35 large birds which could have been sandhill
cranes. They were in view about 10 minutes at some distance in the sky and
during this time they broke their flock formation on a number of different oc-
casions. —Lewis L. Barrett, Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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next issue of our magazine.

Just as this issue of The Flicker was going to press our organization
lost one of its most cherished and influential friends in the passing of Dr.
Thomas Sadler Roberts. A suitable memorial paper will appear in the

Due to the splendid support which
the people in Minneapolis have given
to the Audubon Screen Tours the past
year, the Board of Directors of the
Minneapolis Science Museum Society,
with which the Minneapolis Bird Club
is affiliated, has voted unanimously to
continue these programs for the tnird
consecutive year.

Kenneth Morrison, President of the
St. Paul Bird Club, and Joel K. Bro-
noel, President of the Duluth Bird Club,
report that their Clubs are sponsoring
the Screen Tours in their respective
cities for the 1946-47 season, and it is
rumored that Superior, Wisconsin, is
booking them, too.

Neither the Twin Ports nor the Twin
Cities should experience any difficulty
in making a success of these popular
natural science programs which were
sponsored in 43 cities throughout the
United States and southern Canada
during the 1945-46 lecture season.

s * *

Captain Martin Govednik, an alert
and enthusiastic ornithologist, return-
ed from army duty in March and is
now an asistant instructor in the orni-
thology classes of Dr. George W.
Friedrich of the St. Cloud Teachers
College biology department.

The Minneapolis Bird Club has ac-
cepted the invitation of the St. Paul
Bird Club to participate in the Twin
City Quiz program over station WCCO
sometime this spring or early fall. The
two Clubs should have a lot of fun as
well as get some good publicity out of
the venture.
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Whitney Eastman, of the Minneapolis
Bird Club, recently returned from a
five-weeks’ vacation in Florida where
he spent a great deal of time observ-
ing the birds of that state, and devel-
oping a tropical tan. Mr. Eastman pur-
sues his hobby of bird study with
great zeal and usually has 200 or more
species on his Minnesota list every

year.
* * *

Mrs. W. C. Olin, Secretary of the
Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union and a
member of the Lakeview Branch of the
Duluth Bird Club, has moved to St.
Paul. Friends of Mrs. Olin may write
her at 1077 Sterling Avenue, St. Paul
9, Minnesota.

# % *

Our readers will be glad to know
that since Roger Tory Peterson’s re-
turn from service with the U.S. En-
gineers, he has been busy revising both
his WESTERN and EASTERN FIELD
GUIDE TO THE BIRDS. These books
are indispensable for field use.

* #* *

Dr. Olin Sewall Pettingill, whose re-
cent book, A LABORATORY AND
FIELD MANUAL OF ORNITHOLO-
GY, is reviewed in this issue, was ac-
tively engaged in a lecture tour in Jan-
uary and the first part of February
appearing on the Audubon Screen Tour
programs.

Dr. Pettingill has a two-year leave
of absence from his work at Carleton
College during which time he is doing
field work on the wintering grounds,
migration lanes, and nesting grouads
of the whooping crane.
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Dr. W. J. Breckenridge, curator of
the Minnesota Museum of Natural
History, gave an illustrated lecture at
a meeting of the St. Louis, Missouri,
Bird Club. On April 6 he showed pic-
tures and spoke at the annual meeting
of the Wisconsin Ornithological Society
at Appleton, Wisconsin.

The art work in the book, A LAB-
ORATORY AND FIELD MANUAL
OF ORNITHOLOGY, was done by Dr.
Breckenridge.

# # *

The St. Paul Bird Club has become
a branch of the National Audubon So-
ciety. This gives their members an op-
portunity to join both the local club
and the national organization for a
smaller fee than if they joined both
organizations separately. About 30 of
their members have joined both organ-
izations. Membership in the National
Audubon Society is optional, however.

George Rickert, an ardent conserva-
tionist, sends in the following note on
the passing away of several of our
prominent conservationists and orni-
thologists.

We, the people of the United States,
have suffered a most severe calamity,
in the last few months through the
death of several prominent men in the
conservation field. Robert Sterling
Yard, and his assistant, Bob Marshall,
who helped make the National Parks
system what it is today, can never be
replaced. They practically gave their
lives for the cause of better National
Parks, so that we who enioy these nat-
ural beauties and phenomena of na-
ture can continue to enjov and appreci-
ate them in the future. They saved
these last wilderncsses for posterity,
sometimes working against terrific op-
position, mainly the greedy private in-
terests who would destroy their natur-
al beauties for private profit.

When we go to these parks and
camp near a river, look for birds, fos-
sils, plants, or otherwise follow our
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natural science hobbies, we can thank
these men for their foresight and un-
tiring energy in helping to preserve
these scenic wonders for us. They will
go down in history along with John
Muir and Stephen Mather as cham-
pions of the National Parks System.
Mather paid the salary of Bob Yard
out of his own income to have him do
this work, because the Parks had no
funds to pay Yard. How many men
would do that for their country?

About the same time another great
conservationist, Dr. Henry Baldwin
Ward of the University of Illinois, and
a leading member of the National
Parks Association and the Izaak Wal-
ton League of America, died just as he
had completed a wonderful eulogy on
Bob Yard. Louis Barret, another pioneer
in the Parks System, has also recently
passed away. All four of these men
were very active in the Wilderness
Society and helped to preserve the re-
maining forests and wildernesses so
that we can have some place to get
away from civilization.

Along with them went that great
ornithologist, Frank Chapman, who
has interested thousands uf people in
birds. His books are on every bird
lover’s shelves. We Lave lost too many
great men in the conservation and nat-
ural history field in all too short a
time, but their work will live after
them as a fitting memorial. We need
such men today more than ever to help
protect our natural resources from de-
struction. I, for one, will never forget
what they did for us.

Editor’s Note: Ludlow Griscom’s

article, “Frank Michler Chapman,

1864-1945, A Tribute and Vale-

dictory,” in the January-February,

1946, issue of AUDUBON MAGA-

ZINE is one that bird club mem-

bers will want to read. Dr. Chap-

man was the Honorary President
of the National Audubon Society.
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Minnesota Ornit s’ Union

Affiliated Sociz;ies

CLOQUET BIRD CLUB
Officers: President, Miss Louise Stender; Vice President, Miss Doris Anderson;
Secretary-treasurer, Miss Helen Berg; Editor, Miss Adeline Peterson.
Meetings are held the first and third Thursdays of each month in the
Cloquet High School at 7:30 p.m.
DULUTH BIRD CLUB
Officers: President, Joel K. Bronoel; Vice President, Miss Frances Riddle;
Secretary, Miss Mollie Korgen; Treasurer, Miss Harriet Lockhart.
Meetings are held the second Thursday of each month of the school
year at 7:30 p.m. at the State Teachers College.
LAKEVIEW BRANCH OF THE DULUTH BIRD CLUB

Officers: President, Miss Freida Beier; Vice-President, Mrs. John Thomas;
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. Wernowsky.
Meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
in the homes of the members.
MINNEAPOLIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Officers: President, Mrs. E. D. Swedenborg; Vice President, Miss Kern Bayliss;
Treasurer, Mrs. Lloyd M. Steirly; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Floyd Brown;
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Stuart S. Sutherland; Field Secretary, Mrs.
C. R. Procter; Auditor, Miss Cathryne Yerxa.

Meetings are held the first Friday of each month at 2:00 p.m. at
the Walker Branch Library. Field trips during April and May on Tues-
days, and Fridays.

MINNEAPOLIS BIRD CLUB

Officers: President, Mr. Luther B. Gilbert; Vice-President, Miss Severena C.
Holmberg; Secretary, Miss Florence Nelson; Treasurer, Miss Helen Towle;
M.O.U. representative, Miss Gladys Peters.

Meetings are held the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 7:30
p.m. at the Minneapolis Public Library.

MINNESOTA BIRD CLUB

Officers: President, Lt. Warren H. Nord; Vice President, Lyman Newlin;
Secretary, Mrs. I. A. Lupient; Treasurer, George N. Rysgaard.
Meetings are held the second Thursday of each month, except in
June, July, August, and September, at 8:00 p.m. at the Minnesota Mus-
eum of Natural History.
ST. CLOUD BIRD CLUB

Officers: President, Miss Monica Misho; Vice President, Mrs. Charles Beacom;
Secretary-treasurer, Miss Loretta Rosenberger.
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month from October
through March in the committee room of the public library at 8:00 p.m.
T. S. ROBERTS ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB
Officers: President, Bob Tuttle; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Huber; Adviser,
G. W. Friedrich.
Meetings are held bi-monthly February through May at the St.
Cloud Teachers College.
ST. PAUL BIRD CLUB
Officers: President, Kenneth Morrison; Vice President, Dr. Henry Bjorndahl;
Treasurer, R. A. Kortmann; Secretary, Mrs. T. C. Beard; Directors at
large, Mrs. R. M. Elliott and Brother Hubert Lewis.
Meetmgs are held at the St. Paul public hbrary at 7: 45 p.m., the
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