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THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE

With the death of George W. Friedrich this summer, the M.O.U. suffered the
loss of its only honorary life member. No one can accurately evaluate what this
pioneering, conservation-minded educator has contributed to our organization. My
activity in the M.O.U. has unfortunately been so recent that I have never had an
opportunity to meet Mr. Friedrich. Any biographical account must be left to some-
one who knew him well. One can not be a member very long, however, without sens-
ing that during its early, struggling years the M.O.U. was strongly rooted at St.
Cloud and that the moving spirit there was George Friedrich. In his position as
instructor in biology at the St. Cloud Teachers College he could and did kindle the
interest of many in the great out-of-doors and stimulate their responsibility to the
multiplicity of living things. He saw the educational value of an organization like
the M.O.U. and his service, not only as an officer but as a guiding hand with en-
thusiasm for all that the M.O.U. stands for, has bolstered the morale of our member-
ship, elevated our prestige and advanced our effectiveness as a conservation organi-
zation in a measure that could never be fully repaid. Making George Friedrich an
honorary life member was a fine gesture of gratitude on the part of the M.O.U.
Very fitting also is the plan to make this issue of The Flicker a memorial to him.

The grim reaper has taken a heavy toll of M.O.U. members this year. Many of
you knew Dorothy Faber, ardent birder and outdoor enthusiast, who drowned in
Winchell Lake 35 miles north of Grand Marais while alone in a canoe trying to
retrieve some fishing gear. This fall we were all shocked by the passing of Lewis
Barrett, our friend and companion, zealous conservationist and former M.O.U. presi-
dent.

The policy committee has recommended that the M.O.U. honor Louis Barrett by
establishing a memorial fund to furnish subscriptions to The Flicker for high school
and college libraries throughout the state. We hope that the M.O.U. will act favor-
ably on this recommendation at their December meeting. We still have to deal with
the knotty problem of financing The Flicker and here is a chance to do that and at
the same time bring our magazine to the attention of a much larger reading audience.

We have The Flicker “out of jail” now and in a very attractive format, but we
must devise ways to support it. At the Duluth hawk count last September our hard-
working membership chairwoman, Mrs. Harvey Putnam, set a good example by
selling new memberships right and left among the hawk watchers. She may have
missed seeing a few Sharp-shins but 1 doubt that she missed any membership pros-
pects. Let’s all follow her example.

We must also strive to improve the quality of The Flicker, good as it is, by
showering the editor with enough copy material to give him some choice in setting
up each issue.

Sincerely,
Charles Flugum



George Friedrich—Honorary M.O.U. Member

by

Forrest B. Lee

George W. Friedrich, Minnesota’s
Grand Old Man of Conservation, passed
away in June 1956. The loss is felt not
only by the Minnesota Ornithologists’
Union but by the whole field of conser-
vation and education. The purpose of
this article is to present some of the
highlights of the career of the M.O.U.’s
first and as yet, only, Honorary Mem-
ber.

George W. Friedrich was born August
26, 1885 at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
where he spent his boyhood and received
his grammar and high school training.

He attended Ripon College, Ripon,
Wisconsin, graduating in 1909 and then
went on to earn the Master of Science
degree at the University of Chicago.
Extensive post graduate work was done
at the University of Chicago and Cornell
University.

Early in his career he taught in high
schools in Wisconsin and Illinois includ-
ing University High School in Chicago.

During World War I he served in
the heavy field artillery. Following
World War I he engaged in chemical
engineering work as a pioneer lubrica-
tion engineer with Western Electric.

The Friedrichs came to St. Cloud in
the fall of 1921 when Mr. Friedrich be-
gan teaching at the St. Cloud Teachers
College which was then a two year in-
stitution. Hired as a biology instructor,
he found his duties consisted of teaching
three courses in hygiene and one elective
course in bology.

Within a few years biology became so
popular a subject at the teachers college
that the order of teaching was reversed
to three classes in biology and one in
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hygiene. Before long biology became a
required subject.

George Iriedrich had taken his mas-
ter’s degree in botany at the University
of Chicago, but now he felt the need for
more training in the outdoor aspects of
biology. Accordingly he studied for a
vear and a half at Cornell University
from 1929 to 1931 under the Charles
Lathrop Pack Fellowship.

He subsequently introduced into the
St. Cloud Teachers College curriculum
courses in ornithology, outdoor verte-
brate zoology — mammals, fish, reptiles
and amphibia — and contemporary
problems in conservation.

The years from 1930 and on were
busy ones, characterized by an intensive
schedule of writing, speaking and organ-
ization. He worked first to develop an
interest in nature and then to stimulate

" thinking along the lines of conservation.

From 1930 to 1935 he wrote daily articles
on nature subjects for “Boss” Eastman’s
St. Cloud Journal Press. Later from
1935 to 1938 he wrote syndicated articles
of a similar nature for the Associated
Press which were published by a number
of the newspapers in the state. Many
of these articles dealt with bird life.

The study and appreciation of our
natural resources naturally led to the
conservation of these resources and con-
servation education. As early as 1932
George Friedrich had begun a crusade
for conservation education by giving a
talk on the subject at the annual meet-
ing of the Minnesota Game Protective
League.

This was followed by articles on the
same subject in the Conservationist Mag-
azine, then the official publication of the
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Conservation Department. At the same
time he was writing articles in this
magazine on conservation of our state’s
natural resources in which he advocated
game and fish research. Later when the
Conservation Volunteer became the of-
ficial publication of the department he
continued to write on conservation and
nature topies including a series of ar-
ticles on conservation education.

George Friedrich’s reputation and
leadership in the field of conservation
led to his appointment to the State
Conservation Commission in 1935 by
Governor Floyd B. Olson. He served on
the Conservation Commission for three
years, being elected chairman of the
commission in 1936. It was during these
years that a number of new policies
were established for the state. Whereas
the clear cutting method of lumber har-
vest from our forests had been practiced,
selective cutting and a sustained yield
program were introduced. At the re-
quest of Professor E. W. Davis of the
University of Minnesota the commission
was able to persuade the legislature to
create a ten year iron ore research pro-
gram to replace piecemeal appropriations
every two years.

One of his outstanding attributes as a
member of the commission was his reali-
zation of the importance of operating on
the basis of facts. These facts, he
pointed out, should come from systematic
research studies made by individuals
well qualified by training in various
fields of specialization. Through his
efforts the beginning of a fishery re-
search program was established in spite
of much opposition.

Through the years George Friedrich
campaigned continuously for legislation
to permit the state to grow and sell at
cost, trees for farm shelter belts and
windbreaks. In 1947 the Nursery Tree
Bill was passed. In 1942 he helped to
put through the bill which established
the Sand Dune Forest in Sherburne
county, a sandy area comprising the
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greater part of 12 square miles. Between
3,000,000 and 4,000,000 trees have been
planted in this sandy stretch of ground
and the planting program continues.

The great popularity of George Fried-
rich’s biology classes may have been due
in part to the outdoor approach which
he employed in his teaching. Students
were taught in the field to know and
understand the plants and animals, and
somehow they became inspired with a
great enthusiasm for nature and the
out-of-doors. This enthusiasm was then
directed to the subject of conservation of
natural resources so that conservation
was correlated with all his classes.

Having this outdoor approach, George
Friedrich recognized the possibilities for
enriching the college life through the
acquisition of large outdoor areas. Ac-
cordingly in 1932, in cooperation with
and encouraged by President George A.
Selke, the College Islands were acquired.
These islands, located in the Mississippi
River near the college became a center
of outdoor recreation as well as natural
history study. Later and again in co-
operation with President Selke a large
abandoned quarry area was acquired.
Under his supervision the W.P.A,,
N.Y.A. and college biology students had
planted 40,000 trees on the quarry land
by 1939. Many of these trees are now
over 25 feet high. Upon his retirement
the teachers college board designated the
quarries as the George W. Friedrich
Park.

When the Friedrichs visited us in the
summer of 1955 we spent a long evening
talking of things past and the good old
days. The discussion led to the College
islands and quarries and to pleasant
memories of life at the St. Cloud Teach-
ers College. In this connection, Mr.
Friedrich talked of his association with
Dr. Selke and I quote from my notes as
follows: “Without the great under-
standing of President Selke this could
not have been accomplished. I could
propose but he had to dispose, and he
disposed magnificently.”



George Friedrich had a very special
interest in bird life and much of his
time was devoted to the study of birds
and also in the organization of and
association with bird groups. It was
about 1933 that he, with a group of
interested students, organized the T. S.
Robert Ornithology Club at the teachers
college. He served as advisor for this
club for many years.

Several years later he and a half
dozen students met with Dr. Brecken-
ridge, Mr. Rysgaard, and several other
Twin City ornithologists on the College
islands to organize the Minnesota Orni-
thologists’” Union.

He served as president of the Minne-
sota Ornithologists’ Union in 1940 and
also in 1940 he took part in the organiza-
tion of the St. Cloud Bird Club.

Throughout the years he was very
active in the affairs of the M.O.U. In
recognition of his service to the union

he was designated in 1952 as its first
honorary member.

Unique among organizations with
which he associated was the Midwest
Conservation Alliance. Having im-
pressed upon his students the need for
conservation measures to counteract the
rapid decline of our duck population,
several students enlisted his aid and
advice in attacking the problem. Through
the efforts of this small group and with
a generous financial contribution by Dr.
William T. Hornaday, a 54 page booklet
was prepared in 1935 for the benefit of
the President of the United States, the
Secretary of Agriculture and members
of Congress, which bore the names of
thousands of members of sportsmen’s
clubs and interested persons petitioning
for a curtailment of the duck hunting
season. The result was a drastically
reduced season and a subsequent upswing
of the duck populations. Directors of
the Midwest Conservation Alliance were
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Cyril W. Plattes, Clifford R. Sakry, John
J. Cochrane, and John J. Tessari.

George Friedrich helped to found the
Minnesota Conservation Federation and
was active in the affairs of the federa-
tion practically up to the time of his
death. In recognition of his service, the
federation presented him with a life
membership in the organization.

In the later years of his teaching
career much time and energy were de-
voted to the advancement of conservation
education. In 1940 he had written a 52
page booklet entitled, “The Study of
Conservation”, which was published
jointly by the state departments of edu-
cation and conservation, to be used in
the public schools of Minnesota. Many
of his students who had taken his con-
servation course at the teachers college
either taught conservation outright or
incorporated it into their other subjects.
Other students entered into professional
conservation work such as game and fish
research or soil conservation service posi-
tions.

In 1940 he was appointed to a com-
mittee of three to write a comprehensive
curriculum on conservation for the ele-
mentary grades. “A Guide for Instruc-
tion in Science and Conservation” was
published by the department of education
in 1951.

After retirement from the St. Cloud
Teachers College the Friedrichs spent
the greater part of the year in Florida
for reasons of his health. He continued,
however, his interest and activity in con-
servation through membership in the
St. Petersburg Rod and Gun Club. He
contributed articles to the monthly publi-
cation of the club and also served as its
delegate to the Florida Wildlife Feder-
ation.

During the summer months while in
Minnesota, he continued his activity in
the Minnesota Conservation Federation
and other conservation matters.

His health declined steadily during the
early months of 1956 and death came on
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June 22, 1956 at Bay Pines Veterans
Hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida.

While the main intent of this article
is to present a brief story of Mr. Fried-
rich’s life and contributions, the author
wishes to take the liberty of writing the
last paragraph in a more personal vein.
As a teacher, Mr. Friedrich was rare
indeed in having a great impact upon
his students. He was not only well liked
by his students but many of them became
his personal friends and kept contact
with the Friedrich family through the
years. I am one of those many students
who were befriended by the Friedrichs.
I came to the St. Cloud Teachers College
in 1939, and like many others was mak-
ing my way by doing my own cooking
and working at odd jobs on the side. The
Friedrichs started taking me in for a
square meal now and then, and I was
not alone in receiving such treatment. In
those days when his health was good he
gave freely of his own time, and most
week ends were spent in some kind of
activity with his students. I recall field
trips to Lake Traverse and many other
places, and trips to meetings such as the
M.O.U. and Minnesota Academy of Sci-
ence. His car would be packed with
interested students and their interest
was enhanced by his enthusiasm. To
these students he was known as the
“Chief”. The Chief had an unusual
ability to analyze a situation and give
sound advice. Students and former
students frequently stopped in at the
Friedrich home to discuss some problem.
During World War II he corresponded
with many of his former students who
were away in the armed forces. The
Friedrich home was always open and it
seemed that hardly a week passed but
what some former student or other
friend stopped by. While this article
has been about Mr. Friedrich it should
be pointed out that without the interest
and help of Mrs. Friedrich many of his
accomplishments probably would not
have been possible. — Minn. Dept. of
Conservation.
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The Inspiration of George W. Friedrich

There is nothing unusual in being a
teacher, but it is a rare distinction indeed
to be a truly great teacher. George W.
Friedrich was such a man.

His was the gift of inspiration which
he passed along with learning. This
stamp of challenge, of motivation to
noble goals, of meaningful purpose to
life, came as a natural bounty to every
student privileged to study under Fried-
rich.

A hallmark of Friedrich’s technique
was the easy informality, the personal
concern, the poignant observations that
came from meeting the student on his
level, in terms of his interest and aspira-
tions.

As one student at St. Cloud Teachers
College phrased it in 1933 — “ . . . a
class with George Friedrich is really a
refreshing experience. In fact, it’s ex-
hilarating.”

Friedrich’s biology field trips to the
Mississippi island chain south of the
college campus were truly exhilarating.
He helped develop these islands with the
then college president, George Selke.
This scenic wonderland of natural his-
tory was really one large outdoor labora-
tory, and Friedrich made the most of
it.

Philosophy came as naturally to Fried-
rich’s classroom as the biological pre-
cepts that were a part of the course.
From time to time, he spoke of oppor-
tunity. It was his first conviction, grav-
en on classroom sessions throughout the
year, that youth should aim high and
never lower the sights until achievement
day.

“ ... and you don’t have to go far
for your opportunity. It’s right in your
own back yard. There are your acres of
diamonds,” he said on one occasion.

As chairman of the Minnesota Conser-
vation Commission during the term of
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Floyd B. Olson, Friedrich fought dogged-
ly for the natural resources he so loved.
As he voted on commission issues, he
preached — always on the same subject
of ‘“Research.”

“More wildlife research is needed!”
Friedrich heralded the cry that later be-
came federal law in the famous Pittman-
Robinson aid statute. He was instru-
mental in maintaining the first coordin-
ated research between the conservation
department and the University of Min-
nesota.

But, first and foremost, George W.
Friedrich was a teacher. Proudly, he
referred to his class members, young
men and women, as “My boys” and “My
young ladies.” Nothing delighted him
more than the occasional reunion, or a
progress report on an unusually notable
achievement.

It has been said that the greater the
teacher, the greater the measure of re-
ward that is his from the achievement
and progress of those who have known
his classroom.

Little wonder, then, that the rewards
of George W. Friedrich were great, in
fact, quite boundless. For he was one
of the greatest teachers of them all. —
By C. W. Plattes. Mr. Plattes, who 1is
now director of Creative Services for the
Advertising  Department of General
Mills, Inc., was a student under (George
W. Friedrich at St. Cloud Teachers Col-
lege in 1932-33.

# # *

The “Chief”, as I best wish to remem-
ber Mr. Friedrich, provided me with an
extra-curricular education in a way of
life few have been privileged to enjoy.
College course work was important in
attaining a career after graduation, but
his teaching has given me, and many
other of his students, a philosophy to
carry throughout our lives. His consid-
eration of conservation involved more
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than wise use of natural resources. Much
more important to him was the conserva-
tion of human resources. Because of
his high ethical standards, we who were
closest to him were able to have a part
in his philosophy permeate our very be-
ing. None of us, as his students, were
able to attain his stature, for we were
not worthy of such honor. We were as
lumps of clay which he was able to
mold over the years into superficial like-
nesses. Our minds were empty vessels;
he filled them to overflowing. We want-
ed to be as great in goodness and per-
sonality, we hoped to be, but we never
could be. There could be only one Chief.

As his assistant at St. Cloud Teachers
College, and for many years afterwards,
I was able to spend many hours outside
the classroom discussing, and yet, heat-
edly arguing a variety of subjects. All
was not biological, and in the end would
reflect a philosophy for worthy living.
Chief had little time for selfish, bigoted,
hypocritical personalities. With the wis-
dom of the sages of old he was able to
separate the wheat from the chaff, which
meant people and thoughts alike.

So it is that his ideas and ideals of
conservation are only now beginning to
filter in ever increasing quantity into
the professional conservationists, the
conservation educators, and the laymen
with an interest in the way of life ex-
pressed by Chief’s definition of conserva-
tion two decades ago. Conservation is
the wise use of natural and human re-
sources to the end that the greatest
number of people are best served. —
Jack Maloney, Fisheries Section, Min-
nesota Dept. of Conservation, Brainerd.

* * *

I shall never cease to remember George
Friedrich as the greatest teacher and
source of inspiration I have ever known.

In college days, he gave me and all
of his students courage to carry on when
spirits were at low ebb. Later when I
was teaching I found and still find my-
self comparing what I am able to give
to my students with what George Fried-
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rich gave to his students. I must admit
I am sadly lacking in the comparison.
He had a most wonderful way of bring-
ing his subject matter to life and awak-
ening in his students a lasting urgency
to do the same.

I have seen his kindness and compas-
sion change many a struggling boy and
girl into mature, alert, self confident
individuals ready to go out and do a
truly fine job of teaching. He gave of
himself untiringly and unceasingly. Even
his home was always open to students to
come night or day with their problems
or just for friendly visits. His wonder-
ful tact, enthusiasm, understanding and
spirit of helpfulness endeared him to
every one.

His work with the State Conservation
Commission and his civic projects in the
field of conservation and recreation for
the city of St. Cloud were outstanding
to say the least. Much more could be
said about his splendid qualities, but
always one is impressed by the fact that
whoever came in contact with him in
any way whatsoever was enriched by
the experience.

He will always remain with us in
spirit and his teachings will be passed
on to those still to come. — Barbara 1.
MeKillips, Oswego, Oregon.

Prier to my graduation in 1939 I
worked as a lab assistant to Mr. Fried-
rich. I found this in one of my note-
books dated December 3, 1937. It was
my only “pep talk” before starting work
in his lab and office:

Mr. Friedrich says,

. Don’t be a clock watcher.
Have initiative.

Help me as much as possible.
Have things handy for me.

. Don’t have to be ‘“shoved”.

6. I'm glad to have your help.

> Ul 0 N

I look back upon my classes and work
for Mr. Friedrich with pleasant memor-
ies. He was interesting and understand-
ing and inspiring to work for and with.
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I remember the fun and enthusiasm he
put into his classroom lectures. I re-
member the many times he got up for
early morning nature hikes with his
classes. I remember the nature trails
on the islands he had helped to lay out
for use by the whole college.

I remember a wonderful bird-study
trip ten of us took with Mr. and Mrs.
Friedrich into northern Minnesota and
Canada (reported in The Flicker).

I remember a man who worked to pro-
mote recreation and conservation. He
had a part in planning the lovely recre-
ational area now called Friedrich Park.
He got the pine seedlings from Itasca
State Park in 1938 which were planted
here. Fifteen years later I had the
thrill of seeing trees grown from these
seedlings.

I remember especially the feeling that
Mr. Friedrich had love and respect for
all of God’s Outdoors. Perhaps what he
desired most was that his students gain
a deeper appreciation of nature from his
teachings. Many will remember him
jokingly but reverently saying, “Isn’t
Nature Grand”, and I know he truly
believed it. — Erma Spotts Evans, form-
er student and lab assistant, Swartz
Creek, Michigan.

® ok %

During my junior and senior years,
1936-1938 I had most of my contacts with
George Friedrich. Of his courses I
found the course in ornithology the most
interesting. He had a wide knowledge
of the habits and habitats of the birds
of Minnesota and also wild life conser-
vation problems. I believe he did much
for the conservation of wild life for the
state of Minnesota.

You had to make an effort not to catch
some of his enthusiasm and sincerity. I
especially remember the early morning
field trips; damp or dry, nice or not nice
weather; and the rare places he took
us. The non-hardy soul had no place in
his field classes. I especially remember
the spring quarter of 1938 — out before
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6 a.m. for ornithology and in sometime
around 6 p.m. from Local Flora. All
will remember his classic remarks such
as when someone made a real blunder —
“It's a good thing the Lord takes care
of those who haven’t sense enough to
take care of themselves”.

Mr. Friedrichs gave me much help
when I tried to write one of my first
scientific articles — an article on bird
arrival, temperature, weather and food
conditions. Without his help this article
would probably never have been prepared
and presented in the Minnesota Academy
of Science. — E. L. Grove, Assoc. Prof.
Chem., Univ. of Albabama.

* % %

It was natural that George Friedrich
should be a teacher in the biological
sciences. It was natural because he had
a tremendous active enthusiasm for life.
To him the living world had an ever
present relationship to humanity.

He was not content to hoard his en-
thusiasm, for ne had a sincere interest
in people and wanted them to share his
discoveries in the world about him. This
is how I best remember him — as a
teacher.

In the classroom there was always an
air of excitement. Lectures, demonstra-
tions, examinations, lab time — he was
there and that meant new discovery, new
insights, and old things were made new.
He was life itself.

To some, life can be seen, studied, and
experienced in books, test tubes, jars of
formaldehyde, or in cages. He had to
seek life in the outdoors. And it was
here that he took his classes. 1 say
took, for that is what he did. Whether
it be seining for fish with his ichthyology
class, or tramping through woods and
marsh with young ornithologists, or
handling snakes, or just exploring the
campus learning its trees and flowers, he
was leading. And his energy left many
a college student puffing when the field
trip was over.

He knew of the millions of people who
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went along their way each day not even
noticing the living world everywhere
around them. At the same time he knew
of thousands of classrooms filled with
boys and girls that impelled him to teach
until he was even unable to climb stairs
to the second floor laboratory. He lec-
tured and discussed his warm philosophy
in a lower floor room. This, too, was a
tribute to his enthusiasm, for here in
a room with no lab equipment — alone
with future teachers — he inspired an
interest in living things from the micro-
scope and up through the phylogenetic
kingdom to man himself.

And when he came to the study of
man he saw him at his best in future
teachers who would have the opoprtunity
of a lifetime — showing boys and girls
how to live and appreciate the world
only a living God could create. Mr.
Friedrich was not a blind naturalist who
thought he or anybody else was the
master of all intelligence. He was a
man of great faith in the Creator of the
fields he roamed, the streams he fished,
and the skies he scanned.

Here, too, was the strength of his
leadership in the conservation of natural
resources. He was a creative conserva-
tionist. As commissioner of conserva-
tion he led plans far beyond preventing
waste of natural resources so important
to man’s economy. While on conserva-
tion commission business I taught his
classes. On his return it was a cinerama
of real life as he told of conservation
plans and developments — plans for the
use of many wild products of the woods,
more efficient use of present resources,
and hope for a full share for all future
generations.

He wasn’t so busy, or so efficient, or
so out of fellowship, or so unapproach-
able that students in his classes became
lost in the crowd or became a statistic
on his class record. He didn’t treat
people only in terms of their service to
his larger plans. Nor did his service
in the name of humanity give him the
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right to “get rid” of those who tried to
thwart his plans.

He believed that all his students had
a right to be recognized as a person in
his own right and as an end in himself.
I knew because I was one of those stud-
ents. — Mark Erickson, California
Teachers Agency, San Francisco.

® %k

George W. Friedrich was the person
most instrumental in the organizing of a
group of interested people in St. Cloud
into a bird study club. The organization-
al meeting was held at Central Junior
High School August 5, 1952. Mrs. A. J.
Trainer was elected president. Mr.
Friedrich refused to take an office, but
he did consent to be advisor to the club
and acted in that capacity as long as he

lived. Mr. Friedrich was a member of
the St. Cloud Park and Recreation
Board. It was during his terms as

board member that emphasis was shifted
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to using parks for recreation in all its
forms, rather than having parks only
for landscape.

Members of the St. Cloud Bird Club
wish to express their appreciation of the
work of George W. Friedrich and his
example as a naturalist and his service
for the good of the community. — George
W. Lehrke, President, St. Cloud Bird
Clubd.

£ #* *

It was in “Old Main”, the building in
which practically all of the classes of
the then St. Cloud Normal School were
held, that I first met George Friedrich
in the fall of 1946.

At first it was just another old build-
ing on another campus. Little did I
know the warm and cordial student-
faculty relationship which had been pro-
moted within this structure; a climate
which made former students want to
come back; a climate which encourages
the second generation to attend the in-
stitution; a climate which is promoted
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best by such persons as George Fried-
rich.

Little did I know that persons who had
been graduated from this college would
care enough to take time out to visit
their former instructors. Somehow dur-
ing the next few years, after greeting
former students in the corridors and the
common biology office, I came to realize
that the bond had been developed more
between the former students and Mr.
Friedrich than between them and the
institution.

The student-teacher relationship en-
joyed by George may best be illustrated
by the married couple, both former
students, who had come to the biology
office asking for Mr. Friedrich. In the
discussion which followed it was evident
that they had come primarily to show
Mr. Friedrich their two lovely children.
In their minds, it was obvious, Mr. Fried-
rich would be as concerned and interested
in their children as he had been in them
when they had been in his classes. From
similar and repeated incidents I gained
the impression that this was a character-
istic relationship, not an accidental one.

Imprints of Mr. Friedrich’s philosophy
of science instruction are evident at St.
Cloud State Teachers College. The Col-
lege Islands and Quarry region, acquired
through his promotion as an outdoor
laboratory, are utilized for training
students in more meaningful experiences.
The quarry region, incidentally, has been
officially designated as the George Fried-
rich Park. The college museum collec-
tions of birds, mammals, and other ver-
tebrates were secured through his fed-
eral collectors permit.

The merit of his philosophy, seen, cop-
ied, and passed on by his colleagues, is
influencing the type of instruction of
teachers who have never known George.
This, I think he would agree, is immor-
tality. This, I think, is all that George
would ask from life.

To be like George, to me, would be a
complement. — Harry H. Goehring, Biol.
Dept., St. Cloud Teachers College.
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George Friedrich was a member of the
faculty of the St. Cloud State Teachers
College at the time I joined that faculty
in 1925. During the period from that
time until his retirement my admiration
for his work as a teacher and leader of
young people grew with the years. As
an instructor he was able to inspire
thousands of students with an abiding
love for the beautiful world of nature.
Later as teachers these students passed
on this love of the outdoors to still great-
er thousands. In this way the influence
of George Friedrich will go on expanding
throughout the years.

As a leader in the conservation move-
ment in Minnesota, George Friedrich has
left a deep impress on the development
of the state. In years to come the for-
ests, the waters, the birds, the fish and
the wild animals will all be more numer-
ous, better cared for and more useful
because of his labors. He served well as
Commissioner of Conservation but when
his term of office expired he went right
on working earnestly for the cause which
was so close to his heart. The people of
the state of Minnesota owe a great debt
to George Friedrich. — D. S. Brainerd,
past president, St. Cloud Teachers Col-
lege.

* * *

My recollection of Mr. Friedrich dates
back to the fall of 1930 when I entered
St. Cloud Teachers College. While I did
not take Mr. Friedrich’s general biology
class, I remember him as the professor
who took his biology classes out of doors
and taught them the trees, shrubs,
flowers, birds, and animals found in
central Minnesota. His was a class that
took the students away from books to
the outdoors and taught them an appreci-
ation of nature and the outdoors.

In advanced courses of zoology, orni-
thology, plant morphology and conserva-
tion, he built on the basic biology course.
Much of the class time of both general
and advanced courses was spent in the
fields, woods, and along the streams and
lakes around St. Cloud. Here he never
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failed to inspire his students with a love
of nature and the outdoors, and a desire
to utilize, conserve, and perpetuate the
natural resources of the state. He had
the ability to instill the same apprecia-
tion of the outdoors and need for con-
servation that he possessed.

I remember Mr. Friedrich as always
giving of his personal time and services
to help others, his community and the
state. At the college he always had
time to spend with needy students. He
served on many college committees and
through his efforts the islands in the
Mississippi were acquired and developed
as an outdoor laboratory for the college.
He spent much time with civie, youth,
and conservation organizations. Through
his efforts the T. S. Roberts Ornithology
Club was organized. The use and beauty
of the city parks was improved through
his work on the park commission. His
knowledge of conservation, his public
spirit and vision of the needs for con-
serving Minnesota’s natural resources
led to his appointment as chairman of
the conservation commission.

Most of all, I remember Mr. Friedrich
as the professor for whom I worked for
three years and who made it possible for
me and others to continue at college
during the depression years. For three
years I worked as an assistant in the
biology department for Mr. Friedrich.
Mr. Friedrich was a very congenial boss,
his inspiration and guidance have been
helpful in my work in soil and wildlife
conservation during the past 20 years. —
Lowis M. Moos, Biologist, Soil Conserva-
tion Service, Billings, Montana.

* ok %

It’s not the fact that George Friedrich
was an excellent biology professor that
makes him so memorable to me, for that
goes without saying. It’s the little per-
sonal things that count, as that well-
worn adage so aptly puts it. The twinkle
of his unusually bright eyes, as he said
something humorous is perhaps my fond-
est recollection of him. My twin sister
and I, both lovers of biology, had much
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to do with Mr. Friedrich. We are identi-
cal twins and Mr. Friedrich, though
quick at percepting details, was as con-
fused as anybody else in separating the
two of us. However, his sense of humor
rescued him from what may have been
a frustrating situation. He just said
to either one of us questioningly, “Tis
Gladys?” If it happened to be my twin
sister, Marion, he would laugh and say,
“’Taint Gladys!” and that was that! His
none too proper use of the English lang-
uage in our case always served to amuse
the students and many of them quickly
picked up the same way of identifying
us. His excitement upon the discovery
of a newly arrived bird was something to
behold. Always energetic, even under
more uneventful conditions, at the sight
of a feathered arrival, he fairly jumped
with happiness. One had a feeling that
he was seeing his favorite friend whom
he had not seen in years. And of course,
his extreme kindness always shined
through. Those who flunked his course
were the ones who just didn’t care
enough to try again.

I only know one thing. His inspiration
led me to the love of biology and that
love, having taken hold, will inject itself
into my own children and who knows how
many, many more generations to come,
all through the infectious interest of one
unforgettable person — George Fried-
rich. — Gladys Tirrell Nelson, St. Cloud,
Minnesota.

ES & #*

George Friedrich was a great teacher
and a great conservationist because he
was a great man. He was a conserva-
tionist by temperament before he was
such by training or by profession. Or
rather, he became a professional conser-
vationist just because he was kind,
gentle, courteous, and because he had
vision and a true sense of values. He
had deep convictions; thus he was con-
vincing as a teacher and a friend.

I always associate Mr. Friedrich with
the “Teachers’ College Islands”, a string
of small islands in the Mississippi just
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below teachers’ college at St. Cloud. I
met him for the first time when I was
a member of a group that toured these
islands with Mr. Friedrich acting as our
guide. I made many such tours later. 1
soon learned that Mr. Friedrich loved
those islands and that he knew them as
well as the rest of us know our own back
vards. When guilding a tour he went
ahead enthusiastically, eager that we
should not miss anything. He would stop
abruptly, usually in a tough spot, point-
ing out to us something of special inter-
est, making his point in a slow, deliber-
ate, precise way, very characteristic of
him. What he had to say was simple
and basic. I often wondered why I had
not noticed it before. He was never
dictatorial, as if he knew everything
and we knew so little. In his humble,
unassuming way he was ready to learn
from others and led them on to express
themselves. He was a very good listen-
er.

The bridges connecting these islands
with the mainland and with each other,
erected largely through his influence and
effort, have fallen into disuse, much to
my regret and the regret of many of us.
I miss the trips my classes and I used
to make there, thanks to the unfailing
courtesy and thoughtfulness of Mr.
Friedrich.

The last time I saw him he had come
to St. Benedict’s with a group of orni-
thologists when the warblers were mi-
grating in spring. He was already suf-
fering from a heart ailment. I found
him sitting by himself on a bench in a
shady spot. When I sat down to join
him he protested because he did not want
me to miss the trip with the others. It
was only when I convinced him that I
too needed a respite that he was willing
for me to stay. We had a pleasant hour
together before the rest returned.

News of his death came as a shock to
me, though I had known of his serious
condition. I never pass teachers’ college
or come within sight of the islands with-
out thinking of Mr. Friedrich. 1 feel
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that his spirit still hovers over the
islands which he loved so long and so
much. I hope that the day is not far
distant when the islands will again be
made accessible in memory of him. —
Sister Remberta, O.S.B., College of St.
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minn. R

& * *

My associations with George Fried-
rich were primarily in two connections,
through the Minnesota Conservation
Commission and the Minnesota Ornithol-
ogists” Union.

As a trained biologist Mr. Friedrich
brought to the Minnesota State Conser-
vation Commission a great increase in
interest in having the commission oper-
ate on a sound biological basis. This
came out in a number of illustrations
which I remember very clearly. Under
his stimulation the commission asked me
to assist in preparing an examination on
matters of game biology for the game
warden force, as a means of determining
how to proceed with an in-service train-
ing program. It was recognized that the
game wardens were the chief field rep-
resentatives in most parts of the state
of the entire conservation commission,
and that it was extremely important to
have them understand some of the im-
portant elements of game biology.

I recall that the commission respected
George Friedrich’s opinion on technical
matters so clearly that it was as though
I, in my capacity as game biologist
working for the commission, had a defin-
ite ally on the commission itself as well
as a sympathetic listener. Among the
topiecs I remember discussing with the
commission during that period were the
serious over-population of deer in Itasca
park, the need for a written game policy
for the state, and the desirability of a
vigorous research program, to be con-
ducted in cooperation with the univer-
sity as well as some phases indepently.
On all these matters, which were rather
new topics to the state of Minnesota in
1935 and 1936, the commission gave care-
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ful, sympathetic consideration, and much
of their attitude I attribute to the in-
fluence of Mr. Friedrich.

The other topic, formation of the Min-
nesota Ornithologists’ Union, was one in
which Mr. Friedrich played a key role.
He had a very active group of bird
students at St. Cloud which had banded
together to form the T. S. Roberts Orni-
thology Club, and had published a rather
impressive “Journal of Minnesota Orni-
thology” in 1936 and 1937. Professor
Friedrich’s St. Cloud group, together
with local bird clubs in Duluth and the
Twin Cities, all recognized the advan-
tages of affiliation and generously
agreed to disband publication of their
magazine and throw their support to
The Flicker as the official organ of the
new Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union.
In our dealings with him in this connec-
tion as in many others I found him to be
generously interested in furthering the
general good, rather than adhering, as
so many of us do, to our own special
pet interests. — Gustav A. Swanson,
Head, Dept. of Conservation, Cornell
University, Ithaca, N. Y.

Does some physical feature of the body
affect personality or is it that because
of personality we note the physical fea-
ture? A certain shape of the nose is
“supposed” to be associated with finan-
cial prowess. Long, slender, and supple
fingers are “characteristic” of the artist-
ic. But tycoons as well as merchants
are equipped with assorted noses and
we’ve seen stubby fingers on concert
pianists.

In the case of George W. Friedrich it
was a square and jutting chin and his
oft demonstrated tendency to “stick out
his chin.” Not only did he do so himself,
but he vigorously advocated to his stud-
ents that they do likewise. Many of his
students will vividly recall George Fried-
rich sticking his chin away out, pounding
the table with the heel of a tightly
clenched fist and, speaking through
clenched teeth, saying, “The trouble with
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a lot of you is that you haven’t the guts
to act on your convictions. If, on the
basis of the best evidence available, you
believe we should do something about a
problem stick out your chin.”

There were other times, with smaller
groups of students in the more advanced
courses, George W. would ruefully ad-
mit that, “Of course you’ll get bopped on
the chin sometimes, but that’s the price
you pay for trying to help people do
what you know they ought do.”

His aggressive leadership for things
in which he ardently believed — and
George W.’s beliefs were always ardent
— caused St. Cloud State Teachers col-
lege and the state of Minnesota to bear
indelible imprints of George W. Fried-
rich. Those wonderful island laborator-
ies in the Mississippi River, increasingly
valued by succeeding generations of
students, are STC’s because of George
Friedrich. ~ Numerous quarries, now
highly prized as aquatic laboratories as
well as for recreation, became parts of
ST(’s diversified outdoor laboratories
because of George Friedrich. Thousands
of planted trees grow on STC’s George
W. Friedrich Forest. They call it Selke
Field but the ground and the granite in
the walls were obtained because Fried-
rich “stuck out his chin.”

Meetings of the Minnesota Conserva-
tion Commission were most certainly not
tranquil during those many years Fried-
rich was a member. Minnesota’s pres-
ent conservation policy bears the imprint
of biologist Friedrich who, in addition
to knowing a great deal of biology, had
deep appreciations of human values and
was also brave enough to stick his chin
out. Among other things, he who him-
self found little time for research activ-
ity, so highly vaunted in the college
teaching field, pressed strongly for more
research for several natural resource
areas.

Among the earliest “conservation cur-
ricula” in my collections is one for Min-
nesota schools, The Study of Conserva-
tion by George W. Friedrich. In the
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foreword John Gunderson Rockwell,
then commissioner of education, says “It
is no exaggeration to say that almost any
section of Minnesota will show people
who have studied under Mr. Friedrich,
or have come in contact with him. Such
people display much of the same wvital
interest in conservation as Mr. Friedrich
himself.”

Commissioner Rockwell was not ex-
aggerating for Friedrich-inspired people
are found in many states as well as in
all sections of Minnesota. In their
teachings and practices are found im-
prints of that ‘“vital interest” George
Friedrich had in ‘“the study and practice
of wise utilization of resources to the
end that the greatest number of people
of the present and future generations
may be served best” — that having been
his definition of conservation. And in
that imprint left so strongly in so many
of his students George W. Friedrich
possesses immortality.

George W. was also a very human be-
ing. Many among his students recall
flashes of anger, but they also recall
warm praise. Many of us have been
thrilled by the warmth of his greeting
when he’d meet us. Only very recently
have some sociologists discovered that
people are “good” mainly because they
themselves think they are good and
other people, in whom they have confi-
dence, let them know that they think
likewise. Friedrich “knew” that and his
beaming, “Gee, I'm so glad to see you

. ” is treasured memory for a great
many people.

Among the few notes still treasured
from undergraduate days is a 12-page
mimeograph entitled “The Naturalists
and Poets Contribute to the Fine Art of
Living” and bearing the initials G.W.F.
On handing this to his general biology
classes he’d read some of those poems.
Broader vistas were thus opened for his
students. He was not an English teach-
er’s poetry reader, but on the margin
I've retained his pithiest comment,
“Great stuff.”
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Said Friedrich, “To be sensitive to the
environment is to be close to God.”

He was and he is, and the poet, Sam-
uel Walter Foss, whom he then quoted
said:

A boy was born 'mid little things,

Between a little world and sky,

And dreamed not of the cosmic rings
‘Round which the circling planets fly.

He lived in little works and thoughts,
Where little ventures grow and plod,
And paced and ploughed his little plots,
And prayed unto his little God.

But as the mighty system grew,

His faith grew faint with many scars;
The cosmos widened in his view,
But God was lost among his stars.

Another boy in lowly days

And he, to little things was born,
But gathered lore in woodland ways,
And from the glory of the morn.

As wider skies broke on his view,
God greatened in his growing mind;
Each year he dreamed his God anew,
And left his older God behind.

He saw the boundless scheme dilate,

In star and blossom, sky and clod;

And, as the universe grew great,

He dreamed for it a greater God.

Friedrich’s wife, Hildegard, wrote in
conveying the news of his passing, “He
lived a rich and full life.”

Hildegard was so right. George W.
Friedrich was the second kind of boy.
All we who had the good fortune of
having had him among our teachers have
benefited immeasurably. — Carl J.
Johnson, Asst. Prof. Conservation, Ohio
State Univ.

EE

George W. Friedrich, the “Dean of

Minnesota Conservationists,” is dead.

His passing from the conservation
scene leaves a gap that will be hard to
fill. Not only in the field of education,
where his influence upon conservation
learning was monumental, but also 1n the
more private realm of personal dedica-
tion and effort, he stands in memory as
one of the greatest conservationists of
our time.

He is especially esteemed by those of
us who know what an important part he
played in the founding of the federation
as we know it today. Without him, the
reorganization of MCF and its subse-

March, 1957

quent growth into the largest conserva-
tion organization in the history of Min-
nesota would not have happened. He
was the spirit and the guiding light
behind that original upheaval of the old
system which culminated in the creation
of the new federation.

It is to his early foresight and his
steadfast belief in the need for mass
conservation action that we owe the
development of the federation’s method
for organized statewide effort. His wise
counsel, and his inspiring courage and
optimism were a constant unseen force
that held the federation together and
kept its spirit alive during the first three
crucial years of its hard rebirth and
struggle for existence.

Yet because of the way he worked . . .
quietly, unpretentiously, selflessly, al-
ways too busy to stop and take bows or
accept the credit and praise he so richly
deserved few persons will ever
know the true immensity of his service
to the federation and to the state. Nor
will the full magnitude of his great good
influence upon the whole course of con-
servation thought and action ever be
measured.

To the federation he was a hidden pil-
lar of strength; to the world he was a
lighter of candles.

But while his contribution as a founder
of MCF is in itself worthy of the highest
regard, it comprises only a very small
part of his achievements. He made his
real mark in education, that vital field
in which conservation leadership is so
badly needed.

George Friedrich’s influence as a
teacher and as a leader in conservation
education can hardly be overestimated,
for it goes on multiplying itself in ever-
widening waves through the host of
students and teacher-trainees who once
passed through his classrooms.

He was essentially a teacher of teach-
ers. During his many years as a biology
professor at the St. Cloud State Teachers
College, he gave to the field of education
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an army of inspired conservationists
who have carried his brilliant message
into many a farflung stronghold of in-
difference. Those who knew him most
intimately knew that they had been
privileged to bask in the warm glow of
a rare human greatness. Few great in-
structors are so affectionately remem-
bered, so genuinely esteemed by their
former pupils.

What made Friedrich outstanding was
the material between the lines, the inter-
pretations and the homely everyday phil-
osophy (frequently seated in some con-
servation concept) with which he gave
meaning to learning. From what the
students learned about birds, bugs and
bacteria, they also learned something of
the deeper mysteries, the universal re-
lationships in the ordered world of being.
Not that the underflowing philosophy
was ever too profound to be understood.
On the contrary, the thing that made a
Friedrich lecture a fascinating and nev-
er-to-be-forgotten experience was that
however philosophical it became, it was
always simple, understandable, useful,
enriching and applicable to daily living.

Long out of patience with man’s fool-
ish misuse of his God-given gift of in-
tellect, George Friedrich always felt
that destruction and wastefulness are
the invention of the intellectual animal,
man. In observing the brute world of
sub-human left, he found a kind of
natural economy at work, a balancing
out of species in which nothing of the
earth’s life-giving substances is actually
wasted. Out of this realization, as it
contrasted sharply with human wasteful-
ness, he caught the spark of a great
human need: Conservation!

It had been easy for George to become
an ardent conservationist. Beneath the
surface of things he had recognized that
nature, when left to its own devices, was
its own best conservationist. Despite the
eternal disintegration and wearing away
of things, there seemed always to be
ample replacement and regrowth. For
each erosive river which carved out a
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barren Grand Canyon, there was, some-
where, a forest developing, somewhere a
verdant prairie, and somewhere plant
and animal life in abundance.

It was only where man moved in to
disrupt the delicate balances of nature
that the wastefulness exceeded the re-
placement. And this, protracted indef-
initely, could one day bring on the end
of human civilization.

Conservation of the natural resources
thus assumed an importance far beyond
the mere concerns of a few sportsmen
and nature enthusiasts; it became the
key to survival . . . a prime motivator
in the affairs of men.

George Friedrich had learned long ago
what too many people don’t know yet . . .
that conservation assures (not inhibits)
the continued pleasure of the nimrod
and the angler; that conservation en-
riches (not impoverishes) the farmer and
his failing land; that conservation stops
drought and floods alike, not with gi-
gantic costly army impoundments but
with little dams and water retardation
projects at the headwaters of the rivers;
that conservation reduces (not increases)
taxes through improved forestry and
mining practices; that, broadly speaking,
conservation is as practical and as vital
as the periodic grease jobs on one’s auto-
mobile.

The successful diffusion of this phil-
osophy, out of all the bits of enlighten-
ment which enriched the Friedrich pupil,
stands out as this teacher’s greatest
contribution to society.

Through his numerous converts he set
up a chain reaction of conservation
thinking that continues daily to expand
farther afield. Not only an army of
enlightened teachers, but a legion of
inspired citizens active in many other
fields have caught his spark. Througk
his gifted tutorage they have discovered
that rare satisfaction meant only for
those who have made themselves useful
through service.

As a former chairman and member of
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the old Minnesota Conservation Com-
mission, he was an inveterate fighter for
the high objectives he believed in. His
steady influence has been a force widely
felt in the progress of Minnesota conser-
vation. He survived the bitterest scorn
of the thoughtless and the selfish. He
had his share of persecution for advocat-
ing practices and policies common today
in which, just a few decades ago, only
the bravest thinkers dared to voice their
beliefs.

He was once evicted from an unen-
lightened sportsmen’s club for favoring
certain game and fish laws and regulated
seasons now commonly in use. An “im-
practical theorist” they called this man
who preached systematic replacement,
preservation and sound regulation of
resources use. At least a few myopic
farmers marked him as an enemy for
espousing the then misunderstood and
unpopular cause of soil conservation. He
later had the last laugh.

For his enormous contributions to con-

servation, not merely through education
but in his actual labors and in his im-
measurable influence upon a host of
leaders in many fields, George Friedrich
truly earned the thanks of countless
thousands as one of our conservation
pioneers.

If, through growing conservation con-
sciousness, the state of Minnesota today
has better farms, a better game and fish
program, a belated but promising land,
water and forestry policy, and a general
realization that wise use, preservation
and restoration are vital to the future
welfare, then it must be said that few
men have fought harder or given more of
themselves toward assuring these things
than the late “Sage of St. Cloud,” the
honorable and beloved old professor,
George W. Friedrich.

The world is surely a little better for
his having been here. How many men
can claim such a noble distinction? —
Cliff Sakry in the Minnesota Outdoors,
Sept. 1956.

Ask Anyone Who Has Attended

the

’%%’??AUDUBON CAMP OF
WISCONSIN

The Audubon Camp of the MIDWEST, lo
cated at Hunt Hill, near Sarona, Wis., 125
miles northeast of Minneapolis and 250
miles northwest of Milwaukee, Wis.

Pileated Woodpeckers nest on the
property, to mention only one of
the 181 species of birds you may
see while attending this camp.

For teachers, other youth leaders and those with a hobby or professional interest in
nature and conservation; demonstrating the best methods of good teaching and
group leadership: observing living plants and animals in a variety of natural
habitats; learning how wiser use of oar natural resources contributes to human
progress. The fee of $98 for each two-week session covers meals, lodging, tuition
and transportation on regularly scheduled field trips.
Five two-week sessions in 1957, as follows:
June 16 June 30 July 14 Aug. 4 Aug. 18
June 29 July 13 July 27 Avug. 17 Aug. 31
For further information and reservations, write to

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY — 1130 Fifth Ave., New York 28, N.Y.
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There is a relatively small class of
teachers that can be put in the same
niche with the Chief. He made his
students feel like people, at the same
time was our friend. His friendship
and interest in us didn’t end when we
left school. I can still hear his words
from my first freshman class. He im-
pressed on us, that which we were to
study was not a man made world. We
could only go into our books and research
so far. A Being greater than ourselves
took over. We were given more than
the printed textbook contained. His
terrific energy, enthusiasm, and love
for his work was very contagious. It
left its mark on all of us. The proof of
that is in tracking down past students.
So many are doing important work in
wild life and conservation.

A year ago last August, Mr. and Mrs.
Friedrich sat with me in our back yard
and watched with interest the activities
of the six Broderick children. Two of
my sons were playing with their new
pet — a boa constrictor. The Chief had
been pleased before on other visits,
about the boys’ knowledge of birds,
snakes and insects. I feel as if I owe
it to the person behind my interest never
to discourage what my children bring
into their home to put in jars, buckets
and cages.

The same afternoon I told him of the
new wilderness camp I had just visited.
To hear his reaction and see the sparkle
in his eyes, made me feel at last that
I was on the right track. He was so
in favor of the idea and hoped it would
interest more parents. My work with
teen-age girls at Lake Trails on Lake-
of-the-Woods is to help them learn to
live in the wilderness and love it, not
fear it. Opening their eyes and ears to
see and hear the beauty of nature that
is actually around us every day. It is
wonderful to see the change in these
girls during a rough canoce trip and
portages; their excitement when they
see their first Osprey, Turkey Vulture
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or Eagle; wanting to know about the
different game trails and signs we see.
That is my opportunity to say, “Thank
you!” to the Chief for giving me the
knowledge and the love of the out-of-
doors. Good sportsmanship and conser-
vation are also put into practice on
these trips. — Mrs. Audrey (Mudpuppy)
Broderick, St. Paul, Minn.

C

Mr. Friedrich was one of those rare
inspirational teachers which one occa-
sionally meets in the course of his
schooling. I believe that a major portion
of this faculty of his came from his
inherent love of life and his belief that
others too should “live” life fully and
not just go through it mechanically and
unaware of their surroundings. I think
it was this type of personality which he
used to refer to as the “Lizzie Glutz”
type. The unthinking type with the
half-dead personality.

He certainly inspired his students to
do their best. They are scattered all
over in various educational and conser-
vation agencies. At the time I was at
St. Cloud Teachers College under him in
1943-1944 there were few men students
on campus but there was a constant
stream of servicemen stopping back to
see “Chief* as many of his students and
former students called him. He used to
talk about some of these students and
the letters he’d received from them con-
cerning their war experiences. I think
this a major tribute to the man — that
so many former students should write
their old teacher while in the various
theaters of the World War II.

Personally, he is at least indirectly re-
sponsible for me being here at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. I had brought him
some pocket mice one time from the
sandy areas east of St. Cloud. I had
never seen any before and he told me
what they were and got me interested
in trapping small mammals. Later I
did graduate work on these mice while
at the University of Minnesota. After
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several years of wildlife work I have
now decided to continue work on mam-
mals and get into teaching. One of the
reasons, although it was partly subcon-
scious before I had thought of it, is that
I think I might be able to do more good
in the world if I could, through teaching,
pass on some of my experiences and get

others interested in their natural sur-
roundings and what they may have been
missing. Perhaps my interests in this
could be traced back to Mr. Friedrich.
Certainly a poor biology teacher in my
early experiences would not have in-
spired me to get into the game. —-
Edward A. Hibbard, Univ. of Michigan.

Help Wanted
The Library of Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa needs Volume I, Nos. 3 and
4 (1929) and Volume VIII, No. 2 (1936) of The Flicker to complete their files. It
would be appreciated if any member of the M.O.U. could fill their request. Cor-
respondence should be made with J. Harold Ennis, Curator of the Memorial Library
of Ornithology, Cornell Cellege, Mount Vernon, Iowa.

Magazine Subseriptions

Any person who wishes to subscribe to a magazine, or to renew their subscrip-
tion, can benefit the M.O.U. by sending their subscriptions to C. C. Prosser, 5051
Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis 10, Minnesota. A certain percentage will be re-
turned to the M.O.U. Please include the following information: your name and
address, the name of the magazine, the number of years for which the subscription
is requested, and whether or not it is a new or renewal subscription. A check should
accompany the request.

38th ANNUAL MEETING, WILSON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union, tre University of Minnesota, Duluth
Branch, and the Duluth Bird Club are serving as joint hosts for the 38th annual
meeting of the Wilson Ornithological Society. This national meeting will be held
June 13-16 on the campus of the University of Minnesota at Duluth.

The events scheduled will include movies and a reception on Thursday night,
paper sessions on Friday and Saturday mornings and afternoons, early morning field
trip on Friday, and an all day trip to the Ely-Buyck area on Sunday. The annual
banquet will be held Saturday night.

The meeting will provide an opportunity for M.O.U. members and other readers
of The Flicker to meet and hear many of the outstanding ornithologists of the United
States.

Call Note

Arnold Borsheim, aged 51, passed away December 9, 1956 after a long illness.
He was born in Kandiyohi county and was buried in Nordlund Lutheran cemetery,
rural Paynesville. For the past 14 years he was a resident of St. Cloud. His keen
interest in outdoor life and his knowledge of county and state history were shared
by his wife and daughter Janet, a recent graduate of St. Cloud State Teachers Col-
lege. Mry. Borsheim was present at several M.O.U. events and was an active birder
from the St. Cloud area. — Mrs. George W. Lehrke
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George W. Friedrich and
wife. Mrs. Friedrich was
an active partner in his
career.

He was a friend and
counselor of many of
his former students.
During World War 11
he corresponded with
many $ervicemen
whom he had had in
his classes.
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- including John Voth, The
Lee.

He was an inspiring teacher and his
biology classes weie very popular.

He was active in Bird clubs and Orni-
thological circles. Here he makes a
mid-winter bird census with the St.
Cloud Bird Club.

He loved to teach in the
field. His classes stimu-
lated many students to
embark on careers in
conservation and wild-
life.



A Study of Ring-Necked Duck Nesting in the
Pothole Region of Mahnomen County, Minn.

by

Arthur B. Goodwin

The Ring-necked Duck is a very im-
portant waterfowl species in Minnesota.
It ranks third in spring breeding pair
counts year after year and third or
fourth in production of young. In re-
cent years there has been an increased
kill each hunting season until in 1955
the Ring-neck composed seven per cent
of the total bag. Of the ducks raised in
Minnesota the Ring-neck in 1955 ranked
third in the season kill.

In 1955 a study of the nesting habits
and cover preferences of the Ring-necked
Duck was completed by the author at
Itasca State Park. West of Itasca park
in Becker, Mahnomen, Polk, Norman,
and Marshall counties, spring breeding
pair counts, brood counts, and banding
operations indicate that considerable
numbers of Ring-necks nest there. The
present study was made to determine the
nesting requirements and preferences of
the Ring-neck in the pothole areas of
these northwestern counties. These
counties lie in a transition zone between
the true prairie to the west and ths
forest to the east. The potholes and
other wet areas are dominated by hard-
stem bulrush and cattail much like a
prairie pothole but the shallow water
and shore cover are dominated by sedges
like a forest pond.

The study area was limited to the
western half of Mahnomen county, as
previous banding records showed that
this area was the best producer of Ring-
necked Duck broods in the last two years.

Procedure
The study was conducted from June 7
to June 18, 1956. Working from a base
map of the area, with the best Ring-neck
producing ponds previously located, 22
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water areas were checked for breeding
pairs of Ring-necks. All waterfowl
were noted and recorded by species and
composition. Six water areas were chos-
en for intensive study of Ring-necked
Duck nesting. Only the ponds with two
or more pairs of Ring-necks were select-
ed.

Intensive observations of female Ring-
neck activity were begun immediately.
Observations were carried out at all
periods of the day to obtain a complete
picture of the activity. All movements
away from the feeding ponds by females
or pairs were noted and recorded on a
sketch map of the area. Special note
was made of the locations at which the
females entered marshes, presumably
nesting areas, away from the feeding
ponds.

Nest hunting was conducted by wading
the marsh areas into which females had
been seen to fly, and concentrated effort
was centered about the area of the marsh
that the female entered. Nest hunting
was begun only after a female was seen
flying to the marsh or when the males
were loafing on the feeding pond. This
procedure assumed the female was on
the nest and not feeding elsewhere with-
out the male.

When a nest was located, photographs
of the nest and the cover type were
taken. Measurements of the nest, height
above water level, distance from shore,
and water depths were recorded to the
nearest inch or foot.

The clutch size was recorded at the
time of first observation. Because of
the limited time of the study the nests
were not rechecked or were rechecked
only once to see if laying was complete.
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It was assumed that all the nests were
well into the incubation period at this
late date.

Each marsh area that was studied
was cover mapped even when no nest
was found. A rough sketch of the marsh
was made in the field. A finished map
was made later from aerial photos. Only
the dominant emergent vegetation was
recorded for each marsh.

Observations

Twelve species of waterfowl were ob-
served on the study area. These were
Mallard, Pin-tail, Blue-winged Teal,
Green-winged Teal, Baldpate, Shoveler,
Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-neck, Lesser
Scaup, Ruddy Duck and Coot. Mallards
and Blue-winged Teal were the most
common puddlers and Ring-necks and
Redheads were the most common divers.

Activity observations of the Ring-

necked Ducks at the beginning of the"

study indicated that nesting had already
begun. Early morning checks found
only the males present on the ponds
feeding and loafing together. By mid-
morning the females began to appear.
Then the male Ring-neck activity pat-
tern changed. As soon as a female ar-
rived all the males would fly to her and
land near her. At this point one male
would attempt to drive the other males
away from the female by chasing them.
The protecting male always succeeded
and the pair would move off together to
feed and loaf leaving the other males
who again formed a close acting group.
Throughout the rest of the day the lone
males and the pairs could be seen with
the females coming and going at all
hours.

When returning to the nesting marsh
the female was accompanied by the male
who sometimes landed in the marsh with
the female and remained for a time, or
sometimes returned to the loafing pond
without landing.

Six nesting marshes were located by
watching the activity of the female
Ring-necks. These nesting marshes were
all similar in appearance and vegeta-
tion. The dominant vegetation on each
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marsh was hardstem bulrush and cattail
with species of sedge in the shallow
water and damp shoreline. The amount
of open water was small and scattered
throughout the marsh. On five of the
areas open water was surrounded by
cattails, on the sixth by bulrush. The
water depth did not exceed 2% feet in
the marshes except in some of the open
water areas. Hip boots could be used to
cover the entire marsh in every in-
stance. In size, the six marshes aver-
aged approximately 20 acres. The larg-
est was slightly over 40 acres and the
smallest about three acres. The water
level of the marshes is maintained by
run-off. None of the marshes has an
inlet or outlet so water levels depended
on precipitation. Marked decreases in
marsh levels with a resulting increase
in the amount of dry shoreline were
noted during the study period of 12
days. Figures 1 and 2 are cover maps
of two nesting marshes. They also
show the relationship between nesting
marshes and open water feeding areas.

Adjacent land use practices ranged
from hay to row crops to pasture. Wild
grasses and sedges grew on the very
edge of all the marshes because of the
inaccessibility to farm equipment in the
spring. Alfalfa was the most commonly
planted crop on the lower fields. Oats
and corn were planted in the fields that
were higher and drier at the edge of
the marsh. Land use did not seem to
affect nesting unless it was pasture and
cattle tramped in the shallow shore
waters disturbing the vegetation.

Only two Ring-necked Duck nests were
found in the six marsh areas studied.
Because of the large size of some of the
marshes and the heavy cover, one man
could not do a complete job of mnest
hunting. The flushing distance for the
females on the two nests was less than
ten feet on all observations. The type
location, however, was not the same for
the two nests. One was in and upon a
large clump of dead bulrush surrounded
by water eight to ten inches deep, shown
in Plates 1 and 2, and Figure 1. Only a
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Ring-necked Duck nest location beneath the hat. Cover in the foreground
and at the nest is Hardstem Bulrush.

Plate 1.

i

45T
‘% s ?lfﬁ\
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Y
Plate 2. Ring-necked Duck nest in Hardstem Bulrush. Nest material is bulrush

and sedge.

26 THE FLICKER



Plate 3. Ring-necked Duck nest location in a clump of sedge.

VAR RS % i 7
Plate 4. Close up of the nest in the clump of sedge.
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few scattered sedges surrounded the nest
site. The other nest was on a small
earth and sedge root mound in a clump
of sedge about 12 inches in diameter,
surrounded by water five inches deep.
Plates 3 and 4 and Figure 2 show the
location of this nest.

The nest in each case was made en-
tirely of the surrounding vegetation and
lined with down. In the bulrush the
nest was lined with fine sedge over
which were the feathers; in the sedge
clump nest the lining was water moss
mixed with the feathers. Large patches
of this moss were common in the open
water of the bulrush marsh. The size
of cach nest was the same. The cup or
bowl was seven inches in diameter and
three inches deep. The outside diameter
was 13 inches, and the top edge was six
to seven inches above water level. Clutch
sizes were ten and 12 eggs, and the eggs
in each nest were in a single layer.

A third nest was found by another
crew of conservation department men
working just to the north and west of
the main study ponds. This nesting site,
however, was still in the designated study
area. The nest was located at the
shoreline in a clump of narrow sedges,
shown in Plate 5. At the time of dis-
covery the nest site was only damp, but
it had been surrounded by water. The
nest was made completely of the narrow
cover type sedge and lined with down,
Plate 6. Its inside dimensions were the
same as the other nests, and it held ten
eggs. The stage of incubation was
checked on one egg and the embryo was
found to be about 3% of an inch long.

All three of the marshes used for
nesting were not connected to the open
water ponds used for feeding and loafing
or to which the broods were taken. The
distance from marsh to open water
ponds ranged from 200 to 1500 feet in
this study. The relation of the nest
marshes to the feeding and loafing areas
is shown in Figures 1 and 2.

Summer trapping and banding opera-
tions were carried out by conservation
department crews on five of the six open
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water areas checked during the nesting
study. All of the areas produced young
Ring-necks. Twenty-nine pairs of adult
Ring-necks were counted during the nest-
ing study on the five ponds. Seventeen
broods of young Ring-necks, presumably
the progeny of these adults, were ac-
counted for during banding in July, al-
though all the broods were not captured
on some of the larger water areas. Even
with incomplete catches of individual
broods, 108 young were banded.

Conclusions

1. Nesting of Ring-necked Ducks took
place in shallow bulrush marsh areas
separated from the loafing, feeding, and
brood raising ponds. Distances up to a
quarter of a mile separated nesting areas
from feeding and brooding areas.

2. The marshes used for nesting had
little open water and were usually quite
shallow. Water levels dropped in mid-
summer until the marshes were dry or
nearly so. The shallow water near shore
and the shore itself was dominated by
sedges.

3. Nest sites occurred in the sedge
clumps near shore or in the sedge bul-
rush transition zone.

4. The nests were all made of the
surrounding cover type vegetation. In-
side dimensions were nearly uniform,
seven inches in diameter and three inches
deep. The height above water was only
three to five inches from the bottom of
the nest cup.

5. Trapping and banding of young
Ring-necks showed an apparently high
nesting success on the ponds studied.

6. This study, besides giving some
information on the nesting preferences
of the Ring-necked Duck in the prairie
forest transition zone, points out the
value of the temporary marsh areas in
the pothole country. It also shows the
dispersion of such areas can be over a
fairly wide area and still be of great
value. — Minnesota Division of Game
and Fish Bureau of Research and Plan-
ning, Pittman-Robertson Project W-11-
R-17.
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Plate 5. Rlng necked Duck nest at the right of lath in a narrow sedge c]ump

A\
P]ate 6. Close up of the nest at rlght of lath Shows nest on the clump of sedge
as well as within the clump.
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Seasonal Report

by
Mary Lupient

The season was marked by mild, fine
weather until January when the ther-
mometer for a few short periods fell
below zero, as far as 30 to 40 below in
the north. There was some snow there
too, but in the south half of the state the
only snow was a light fall at intervals.
There was a paucity of birds. Very few
flocks of Waxwings, Grosbeaks, Long-
spurs, Redpolls or other birds from the
north roamed about. Pine and Evening
Grosbeaks were largely absent even at
feeders. In a letter dated January 25,
Dr. P. B. Hofslund stated as follows:
“Bird life is very scarce this winter in
Duluth. For instance, we counted only
49 Evening Grosbeaks on the Christmas
census, and we usually get that many at
one of Bero’s feeders. I haven’t had a
bird at my feeder since November, and
many others report the same thing. I
don’t see or hear birds on the way to
school. We have a few reports of some
birds that are rather unusual here, but
these reports have been scattered
throughout the winter. A Cardinal flew
into the window of one of my acquaint-
ances, perhaps the one that has been
reported from several places in the same
neighborhood. Gary Kuyava captured a
Richardson’s Owl, which later died. Food
is abundant in town and in the woods, so
I suspect that the lack of severe weather
has more or less kept birds from moving
into areas where they would be encoun-
tered most frequently. I doubt even if
this very cold weather will move them,
because the snow cover is exceptionally
light.”

John Bero in Duluth stated that he
had fewer Evening Grosbeaks than usual.
The largest count this winter was 56,
and he has had many more than that
every season, sometimes 125. The Beros
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established their first feeder 12 years
ago and now have three; one of them
is a self feeder which holds in excess of
100 pounds of sunflower seed. These
feeders are stocked the year around, and
many bird-watchers from all parts of the
state visit them, where they can observe
woodpeckers, nuthatches and other com-
mon birds besides Pine Siskins, Wax-
wings and other rarer species that nor-
mally feed there in winter. Sometimes
sunflower seeds fall to the ground. This
winter they attracted a large rat which
was swooped down upon, captured and
eaten by an owl. The Beros’ sanctuary
harbored two Golden-crowned Kinglets
this winter.

The Paul Beckers at Walker, who
build and sell excellent feeders, stated
that there is a scarcity of birds in that
area and that the fall migration was nil.
They had one interesting visitor, a Hud-
sonian Chickadee.

Mrs. Edward Harms, whose home
overlooks the Minnesota River opposite
Savage, operates feeders with which she
has had success. Any disturbance causes
a shower of red birds to rise and fly
over the hill to the woods below. She
had 21 Cardinals and a goodly number
of Purple Finches, also Goldfinches, Tree
Sparows and woodpeckers, including the
Red-bellied and Pileated. A Sharp-
shinned Hawk harassed her feeders all
winter.

Three Tufted Titmice appeared No-
vember 24-26 at a feeder owned by Dr.
W. R. Hiller, Crystal Village suburb of
Minneapolis, and also an Oregon Junco
arrived January 6 and a White-throated
Sparrow, January 7. They all found the
provisions so much to their liking that
they are still there. Mrs. J. H. Reisinger
reported a White-throated Sparrow and
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an immature Harris’s Sparrow at her
feeder, November 20. At Gibbon two
Harris’s Sparrows fed for several weeks
at a feeder owned by Albert Testor. The
following important record was received
from H. H. Goehring, St. Cloud. He
stated as follows: “One Tufted Tit-
mouse stayed at my feeder stocked with
sunflower seeds, December 6 to 9, 1956.
It was not disturbed or banded. Prev-
iously, the only authenticated report of
this bird in St. Cloud was the arrival of
three birds November 17, 1953. All
were banded. Two remained until Aug-
ust 27, 1954 during which time they
nested and brought five young to the
feeder. Four of the five were banded.
No reports between 1954 and 1956.”

An Oregon Junco appeared in Jan-
uary at a feeder owned by Mrs. Fred-
erick Bradford, St. Paul. Of interest is
the record of a Baltimore Oriole at a
feeder belonging to Ivan Sorenson in
Minneapolis as late as November 28. The
St. Paul water department operates sev-
en feeders in the Lake Vadnais area.
A. C. Rosenwinkel visited these feeders
several times and reported a White-
throated - Sparrow, January 4, and on
several occasions in January three Tuft-
ed Titmice were present. All of the
common birds frequented these feeders.
At her cabin in Cedar Forest, Mrs. A. D.
Corniea keeps her feeders stocked the
year around. Black-capped Chickadees
and White-breasted Nuthatches fly to
meet her when she arrives. They feed
on her hand and accompany her on walks
in the woods. She was thrilled to have
a Varied Thrush at her feeder, December
1 and 2. It stayed only two days. James
Lundgren, living in the same area, fed a
Flicker all winter. Mrs. R. E. Whitesel,
Minneapolis reported two Flickers. From
Morris, Sheridan Flaherty sent the un-
usual record of a male Cardinal at his
feeder, and Marie Aftreith reported one
at Schroeder. She was one of the very
few to report Pine Grosbeaks. Her rec-
ord was dated November 30.

Red-bellied Woodpeckers are increas-
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ing somewhat. This winter they were
reportedly patronizing feeders in greater
numbers than formerly. Pileated Wood-
peckers were also reported by several
observers. Red-breasted Nuthatches
were scarce; very few were reported.
Last year they were quite abundant es-
pecially at Vadnais Forest.

Some of the Christmas bird counts
listed fewer individuals than usual. In-
teresting items on a count by the St.
Paul Audubon Society were Golden-
crowned Kinglet, 14; Cardinal, 22; Wil-
son’s Snipe, 8; Killdeer, 1; Belted King-
fisher, 1; Pin-tailed Duck, 1. The Min-
nesota Club listed a Golden Eagle and
one Pine Grosbeak. Less than the usual
number of Ring-necked Pheasants were
counted. Dr. and Mrs. Mahle censused
the birds from Plainview to Kellogg. The
most interesting items on their count
were Bob-white, 18; Cardinal, 28; Tur-
key Vulture, 2; Tree Sparrow, 100. Nor-
mally that is not an exceptional number
of Tree Sparrows, but elsewhere they
were reportedly scarce. This writer took
a census south of Minneapolis between
Cedar and Penn avenues. Most interest-
ing records were two Wilson’s Snipes
and four species of hawks, Red-tailed,
Goshawk, Sharp-shinned and Sparrow.
Sparrow Hawks were apparently quite
abundant this winter to date of this
writing. A Duck Hawk was seen flying
near the outskirts of Minneapolis Jan-
uary 10 by Bruce Harris.

Several hundred Whistling Swans
spent the first two weeks of November
on Whitefish Lake, Crow Wing county,
reported by George T. Ryan. December
12, two were still lingering at Weaver
Marsh, Wabasha county, and in the
same area there were an estimated 1500
Mallards and 75 Black Ducks. This
report was made by Rev. Forest Strnad.
There were several large concentrations
of Mallards in November, December and
early January. A small strip of water
was still open on Lake Harriet, Min-
neapolis, January 8, and approximately
400 Mallards crowded into it. They
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remained until the lake was completely
frozen over. Mrs. E. W. Joul said there
were 80 Mallards and one Pin-tailed
Duck on Lake Calhoun, Minneapolis,
January 17. On Thanksgiving day, a
very large flock of approximately 800
Mallards drifted about in broken forma-
tions and finally landed in a field of
corn stubble very near to dwellings and
the highway. They rested without feed-
ing and without making a sound until
some children appeared. They then
arose in a cloud of wings and circled just
above my head. It was a thrilling ex-
perience. Mallards were seen near Red
Wing and on the Zumbro River, Decem-
ber 28, by Bruce Hayward. On Decem-
ber 27, I went to Rochester to observe
the ducks and geese on the lake there.
Several hundred Mallards were being
fed by observers and were so tame they
came up to our car doors and apparently
would have entered the car if we had
allowed it. When they found we had
no food for them they shouted at us
with loud indignant quacks as they
waddled heavily away to the next car.
There were about 1000 Canada Geese.
It was an interesting and beautiful sight,
so many wild birds in the heart of a city.
While large numbers of them rested on
the shores, many swam about in stately
grace, and all the time conversed in low
musical honks. Like the Mallards they,
too, were very tame, and some of them
approached to be fed.

There were reports of a large goose
migration over the Twin Cities, Novem-
ber 9. At Highwood, St. Paul there
were seven high flying flocks of unde-
termined species, reported by John Hall,
Sr. On the same date, Mrs. Sylvester
Koontz saw a large migration over Min-
neapolis.

Very rare is the following record. Near
Fairmont, Martin county an American
Brandt was flushed from woods and shot
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in flight by Maynard Nelson. The head,
neck and wings were sent to the Museum
of Natural History, University of Min-
nesota. Two immature White-winged
Scoters were observed in Rice Lake in
November by William Longley.

More than the usual number of Mead-
ow Larks and Mourning Doves were
reported. A Meadow Lark, two Mourn-
ing Doves, one Migrant Shrike and one
Bluebird were seen on the North Shore,
November 11 by the Duluth Bird Club
and reported by Joel Bronoel.

Usually Robins are present in winter,
sometimes in large numbers, but only
one was reported to this writer this
winter. It was seen in Como Park, St.
Paul by A. C. Rosenwinkel, December
8.

A flock, mostly Red-winged Black-
birds but which included a few Bronzed
Grackles and Cowbirds was seen by Dr.
D. W. Warner the first part of January
near Red Wing. Except for one Rusty
seen along the Minnesota River near
Minneapolis, December 27, this is the
only record of blackbirds received after
the migration. Ravens were reported
near Onamia, October 23, by M. Evan-
ous. He stated that they appear in that
area every fall. He also observed a
Turkey Vulture near Onamia, November
6.

Occasionally interesting reports are
received from members at large that
live outside of Minnesota. On January
11 one such report came from Mrs.
Amy Baldwin, Chicago. She reported
the following from that area: female
King Eider, Western, Eared and Horned
Grebes, hundreds of Old Squaws, one
Harlequin Duck, White-winged, Ameri-
can and Surf Scoters. Of course all
these birds sometimes appear on the
Great Lakes, but it must be a joy to see
so many of them at one time. — Minne-
apolis, Minnesota.
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The Canadian Lakehead

Edited by
A.E. Allin

The beautiful, dry, mild weather of
October continued into early November
becoming colder towards the end of the
latter month. The precipitation for
November was 3.31”, or two inches above
normal and the average temperature was
also two degrees above normal. Only six
days were sunny. Despite the apparent-
ly favorable conditions, few migrants
lingered longer than usual. A Lapland
Longspur was a surprise on November
18. The winter residents were tardy in
their appearance. The marshes froze on
November 10 when we received our first
snowfall and the temperature fell to 12°.
This drove out the majority of the ducks
and only the occasional Black, Mallard,
and American Golden-eye lingered after
November 15 when 24” of snow fell in
the Whitefish Lake area.

The December temperature was nor-
mal; the low of -—15° on December 12
equalled the previous low for that date.
Towards the end of the month it became
much colder; it was —28° and —23° on
December 18 and 30 respectively. It was
cloudy on 21 days and the snowfall of
37.6” was a record. Most of it fell in
early December and brought the total to
58.9”. A few flocks of Redpolls, and one
flock of Pine Siskins were reported dur-
ing the month but no Tree Sparrows or
Slate-colored Juncos. Evening Grosbeaks
were conspicuously absent as they were
reported to be in eastern Ontario. Two
Bohemian Waxwings were seen; Cedar
Waxwings were common.

January was the coldest since 1912,
The average temperature was —2.5° in
contrast to the normal 6° above. On 24
days the temperature fell below zero and
on five days to 30° or more below! On
January 25 it was —37° officially but
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temperatures at outside points were con-
sistently 50° or more below. Only 8.3
inches of snow fell compared to a normal
of 23 inches and last year’s 56.4 inches.
Despite the severe weather Pine Gros-
beaks and Cedar Waxwings were abund-
ant throughout the month.

The all-time low temperature for Fort
William is —42° established January 30,
1951. On January 22, 1935, Iroquois
Falls set an all-time Ontario low of
—173°. Canada’s record is —81° at Snag,
Yukon Territory, February 3, 1947. On-
tario’s highest temperature was 109°,
July 3, 1911. Even locally, temperatures
vary greatly due to the prevailing winds
and the influence of Lake Superior. At
Fort William the average dates of last
and first frosts are June 2 and Septem-
ber 7, but at Port Arthur, four miles
away, the corresponding dates are May
26 and September 23. Whereas Fort
William’s frost-free period is 97 days,
White River, some 200 miles to the east,
can expect only 42 days.

There were few records of interest
during the fall and early winter. A
Northern Shrike was reported on Octo-
ber 13 and C. E. Garton saw two more
on December 26. On the same date he
saw a Glaucous Gull. A Magpie was
taken in a trap near Longlac, 150 miles
to the northeast on November 13. On
January 10, when an unofficial tempera-
ture of —62° was reported at Kaministi-
quia, a female American Golden-eye was
seen feeding in the rapids of the river
of the same name.

Mr. Garton reported a Goshawk in
South Gillies on November 17. It had
been shot by an irate grouse hunter
who saw it take, and attempt to carry
away, a Ruffed Grouse. The hawk be-
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came a specimen; the grouse made a
meal for the hunter! We saw one Gos-
hawk at Whitefish Lake in October and
the Muries and Allins saw one on No-
vember 30 at Grand Marais when driv-
ing to the M.O.U. meeting.

Few owls were reported during the
period but those seen were of some in-
terest. A Barred Owl was caught in
late November. This is one of our rar-
est owls, but peculiarly the only nests
with eggs of the species for the Province
were found by us locally. A Richardson’s
Owl was captured on November 22.
Every spring and fall we hear of one
or two of these little owls, often dead,
but it has not yet been found breeding
here. Snowy Owls have been very scarce.
We have had but three reports. A Hawk
Owl was repeatedly reported in late
December and is probably still present.
On two occasions it has been seen killing
Rock Doves of which, as in most cities,
there is a plentiful supply. Two Hawk
Owls were reported at Longlac in the
early winter. :

An American Three-toed Woodpecker
was seen by the Robbs on December 27
and the occasional Arctic Three-toed
Woodpecker has also been recorded.
Three has been a major movement of
the latter, with a minor movement of the
former in southern Ontario this winter.
Other woodpeckers are present in their
usual numbers. The only Brown-headed
Chickadees reported are the two fre-
quenting, as usual, a feeding station in
Chippewa Park. For the second winter
in succession Red-breasted Nuthatches
have been very scarce. Blue Jays have
been very common; Canada Jays are
present in their usual numbers. Crows
are very scarce and Ravens are common
but less so than a year ago.

As noted above, Evening Grosbeaks
were uncommon in late 1956 and are still
scarce in the cities but are now reported
in large numbers at Dorion Fish Hatch-
ery. Pine Grosbeaks did not appear in
numbers until early December and did
not become really abundant until Christ-
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mas week. Probably they had still found
plenty of food in their northern breeding
grounds. We counted 316 on our Christ-
mas census, December 26. They were
present in unprecedented numbers until
the third week of January. By then,
they and the Cedar Waxwings and win-
tering Starlings had eaten all the Moun-
tain Ash berries. Their numbers grad-
ually declined, those remaining turning
to other food sources. A favorite was
the fruit of a species of crab-apple of
haw-size. The larger crab-apples were
neglected. The seeds of Lilac were also
eaten. On January 28, for the first
time I saw Pine Grosbeaks feeding on
the seeds of White Birch, tearing them
from their “cones” and feeding on the
seeds which fell to the ground. About
the same time the Grosbeaks hegan feed-
ing on the Rowan berries which had
fallen on the snow during the previous
weeks.

Bohemian Waxwings were common vis-
itors to the Lakehead during the early
forties, usually appearing in mid to late
winter. During recent winters they
have been less common. They were re-
corded on two Christmas censuses, 1939-
1945, every census, 1946-1950, but only
once 1951-1956. This year two were
seen by C. E. Garton in early December
and one by the Robbs in January. Cedar
Waxwings, on the other hand, were for-
merly very rare winter residents, not be-
ing seen from late fall until late May.
The few we encountered iooked unheal-
thy. None was seen on a Christmas cen-
sus 1939 to 1946 but during the period
1947 to 1950 it has appeared on four
such lists, and we have learned to expect
them in increasing numbers. This sea-
son they have been very abundant, large
flocks appearing in the cities in mid-
November. On November 26, 300 were
reported. They have remained in large
numbers and, despite the severity of the
weather, appear healthy. Like the Pine
Grosbeaks they fed principally on the
Mountain Ash berries and on the small
hawthorn-like crab-apples.
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On October 6, a Lesser Scaup was
shot at Whitefish Lake, which had been
banded on February 3, 1956, on the
Neuse River, North Carolina. Another
Lesser Scaup was found dead in Port
Arthur on May 13, 1956, which had been
banded on March 9, 1956 at Great South
Bay, Blue Point, New York state.

Conservation should be important to
all of us. During the past year the
six provincial parks have been increased
to 122. These range in size from a few
acres to 2750 square miles. In Algonquin
Park, commercial institutions and pri-
vate holdings are being bought up as
rapidly as possible and the park being
returned to its original condition. Local-
ly, Quetico and Sibley Parks are our
largest and most important but many
smaller ones have been developed along
our lakes and rivers. The government
has set aside outlying areas for future
development. On the debit side there
were 1014 forest fires during 1956, burn-
ing over 234,800 acres. Locally 120,375
acres, with 27,000,000 cubic feet of tim-
ber were devastated. One at Black Stur-
geon burned from June 14 to August 21,
destroying 80,314 acres of woods. Light-
ning was said to he the source of 48 per
cent of the fires and 35 per cent were
the result of careless campers and other
travelers.

The annual Christmas census was tak-
en on December 24, 13 observers partici-
pating. The temperature ranged from
15° to 34°. There were 38’ of snow on
the ground. Twenty miles were covered
on foot and 174 miles by auto. A record
4358 individuals of 21 species were seen.
The Glaucous Gull was seen for the first
time and the Hawk Owl was reported on

our first census since 1939. The com-
plete list follows: Glaucous Gull, 1;
Herring Gull, 210; Rock Dove, 346;

Snowy Owl, 1; American Hawk Owl, 1;
Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Hairy Weod-
pecker, 7; Downy Woodpecker, 17; Arctic
Three-toed Woodpecker, 1; Canada Jay,
3; Blue Jay, 37; American Ravens, 39;
American Crow, 10; Black-capped Chick-
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adee, 54; Brown-headed Chickadee, 2;
Cedar Waxwing, 156; Northern Shrike,
2; Starling, 854; House Sparrow, 2140;
Pine Grosbeak, 316; Common Redpoll,
160.

The Thunder Bay Field Naturalists’
Club had a very successful year, with
Robert Robb as president. Regular eve-
ning meetings were held throughout the
year as well as four special gatherings.
The latter included the Grand Marais
trip in February, and the annual dinner
in April when Dr. C. H. D. Clarke, sup-
erintendent of wildlife management for
the Ontario Department of Lands and
Forests, was guest speaker. In May we
held our annual spring field day and the
fall field day took the form of our joint
meeting with the M.O.U. in September.
Four newsletters were published. Mem-
bers attended the annual meetings of
the M.O.U. at Albert Lea and Minne-
apolis, the Wilson ornithological meeting
in Buffalo and the American Ornitholo-
gists Union meeting in Denver. At our
annual business meeting, Robert Robb
was re-elected president. Other officers
include Col. L. S. Dear, honorary presi-
dent, K. Denis, past president, C. E.
Garton, vice president, J. Murie, treas-
urer, and Joan Hebden, secretary. The
executive board cousists of Mesdames
Bryan, Penwarden, Bocking, Ryholm,
Knowles and Morton and Messrs. A. E.
Allin, J. A. Bailey and J. W. McGregor.
It was reported that 213 species of birds
were identified locally during the year.
The only new species was the Wilson’s
Phalarope, two of which were seen on
our spring field day, May 26. During
the year, there were many reports of
Cougars being seen in the district but
as usual their authenticity could not be
confirmed.

On July 1, James Thompson took sev-
eral Northern Creek Chub, Semotilus a.
atromaculatus, (Mitchell) in Brule
Creek. Although the species occurs in
tributaries of the Kaministiquia River
below Kakabeka Falls, this is the first
record of its occurrence above that 128
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foot obstacle. Probably it has been in-
troduced by bait fishermen and has be-
come established as Thompson reported
specimens of all sizes from small young
to large adults. More unusual was the
capture on August 31, off Black Bay, in
Lake Superior, of an Alewife, Pomolobus
pseudoharengus (Wilson). An inhabi-
tant of the Atlantic Ocean, it has long
been ahundant in Lake Ontario where its
death in millions each summer is an
unsolved mystery. We failed to find it
in Lake Erie in extensive investigations
in 1928-29, but Dr. Carl Hubbs, now of
Scripps Institute of Oceanography, La
Jolla, California, took specimens there in
1930. It has moved up the Great Lakes,
and the rare specimen has been reported
from the eastern end of Lake Superior,
but the above specimen is the first to
be taken from the western end of the
lake. It was a green male with standard
length of 166 mms. This fish is of no
commercial value. Probably it provides
food for carnivorous species and along
Lake Ontario it is one of the main foods
of the Black Tern. In summer it dies in
immense numbers polluting bathing
beaches so that they cannot be used
without a daily gathering of the dead
fish. The cause of that phenomenon has
never been determined.

Since Minnesota borders for such a
distance on Ontario, the following un-
usual records should be of interest des-
pite the fact the majority of these areas
were remote from Minnesota. In mid-
August, a Ruff was seen on Lake Erie.
A Snowy Egret, at Oshawa, on June 10,
was a first for the north shore of Lake
Ontario. A White Ibis appeared at Ot-
tawa on October 13, 1955. Four broods
of Holboell’s Grebes were seen at Coch-
rane in northeastern Ontario in 1956. A
few colonies now nest regularly at the

western end of Lake Ontario. It was
only two decades ago that Whitefish Lake
was the only lake in Ontario where they
were known to breed. Blue Geeese were
found breeding for the first time in On-
tario (and their fifth known breeding
area), 15 miles west of Cape Henrietta
Maria in extreme northwestern Ontario
during the summer of 1956 by H. L.
Lumsden. He saw three concentrations
of Snows and Blues with young in a
ratio of fifty-fifty. He counted 530
adults and small young. The local In-
dians stated they had been present for
many years.

The Western Meadow Lark continues
to extend its territory eastward. We
saw one at Rochester, New York, on
April 29, another was seen on Grand
Island last April and in the same month
there were four records in southwestern
Ontario at London and at St. Thomas.
Warblers formerly expected further
south are moving northward. A Blue-
winged was seen feeding young on July
3 and a male Blue-winged paired with
a female Golden-winged was feeding
young on July 10, north of Lake Erie.
The young had Brewster’s type plumage.
A Worm-eating Warbler was seen on
May 11 and 13 near London. Another
was seen near St. Thomas where a Hood-
ed Warbler was also seen on May 21.
On April 2, a full-plumaged European
Goldfinch was found in a flock of Amer-
ican Goldfinches near London. At Point
Abino on the Ontario shore of Lake Erie,
a male Prothonatory Warbler was found
mated to a female Yellow Warbler on
June 24. The young were taken to Pro-
fessor A. A. Allen, Cornell University,
and raised. Their plumage confirmed the
fact they were authentic hybrids. —
Regional Laboratory, Ontario Depart-
ment of Health, Fort William, Ontario.

HAWKS ALOFT
‘Sharpie’ in the valley
‘Marsh’ over the hill
You name the hawk
And Duluth can fill the bill!
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Notes of Interest

EXPEDITION TO OBSERVE THE GRAY-CROWNED ROSY FINCHES ON
THEIR NESTING GROUNDS — Having been in the Gray-crowned Rosy Finches’
territory both winter and summer on several occasions, this species always evaded us.

So, in June 1955, we decided to pay them a visit on their nesting grounds in
Florence Pass in the Big Horn Mountains in Wyoming. We communicated with Dr.
Oliver K. Scott and John C. Warkley of Casper, Wyoming, and they told us how
to plan our trip.

We arrived at Meadowlark Lodge on Meadowlark Lake, 48 miles west of Buf-
falo, Wyoming, on U.S. No. 16, on June 26.

The lodge is 8,500 feet elevation, and we were advised by our guides to adjust
ourselves to the altitude before making the ascent to Florence Pass. So they took
us on a combined jeep and horseback ride the next day to about 10,500 feet elevation
and then rested the following day.

Rather than use our sleeping bags and make the trip in two days the guides
recommended that we make the round trip in one day. On June 29 we arose at 3:30
a.m. with the temperature close to freezing. One of the guides started a day ahead
with the four horses and we met him in the West Tensleep Lake area about 5:30
am. Then we started on a 20-mile round trip horseback ride, having come up this
far in a truck. We followed a beautiful chain of lakes — Helen, Marion and Misty
Moon into Florence Pass.

At and above timber line — about 10,000 feet, we observed many Horned Larks,
American Pipits, Mountain Bluebirds, White-crowned Sparrows and a sprinkling
of Robins, Pine Grosbeaks, Canyon Wrens, Rock Wrens and Clark’s Nutcrackers, as
well as two Golden Eagles.

We began to encounter the Rosy Finches at about 10,500 feet elevation. From
this elevation to Florence Pass — elevation 11,900 feet — there was a great deal of
snow. Some drifts were 25 feet deep. Inasmuch as the temperature was below
freezing we could ride our horses across the snow. We found about 600 Rosy Finches
in flocks of 25 to 30 from elevation 10,500 feet to 11,900 feet.

They were apparently still moving up the mountain, following the receding
snow. They were feeding on succulent seeds at the very edge of the snow. It
appears that these summer wind-borne seeds provide food for the finches until a
crop is produced at high elevation or more seed is blown to the mountain top from
the valleys below. We did not see a single pair of mated birds until we reached
Florence Lake at about 11,900 feet elevation. There we found the birds feeding in
pairs. We could get very close to them. They appeared to be too busy to notice us.
We were the first group to enter Florence Pass this season. Florence Lake was
about one-third frozen over.

There were numerous American Pipits singing their nuptial song — suspended
high in the air.

Since the snow starts to melt around mid-day, making it impossible to ride our
horses over the snow, our trusty guides recommended that we leave the pass about
11:00 a.m.

This trip was a thrilling experience — long to be remembered. While it is a
rugged trip, with such experienced guides and such sure-footed horses, we strongly
recommend it as a thrill of a lifetime. — Whitney and Karen Eastman, Minneapolis
Audubon Society.
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NOT ALL RED BIRDS ARE ROBINS — Red Polls. These pretty little
sparrows come in large flocks and settle down near us. Last winter some of them
came to the feeding shelf opposite our picture window and we could examine them
closely. Their crimson caps are really bright red. The male is more like snow and
quite gaily striped. The female could easily be mistaken for a Chipping Sparrow,
which is about the same size, 5% inches. Her (The Chippy’s) red cap is russet
colored and not bright red.

Pine Grosbeaks are much larger, 8% inches; and not only have red caps but
red heads and bodies. They are often mistaken for Robins, 10 inches. Robins, how-
ever, have black heads and russet breasts. Our Robins are not really red like the
English Robins.

American Crossbills, six inches, are probably too small to be confused with
Robins. The males are very red except their wings. They have not visited us nor
have we seen them in our pine trees.

Purple Finches, 6%inches. This spring we have had the pleasure of examining
these very pretty red birds closely, and of learning something about their habit.
They are about the size of Crossbills, but their bills are not crossed. We found
their Latin name Carpodacus purpureus and learned something about them in “Birds
of Western Canada” published as Bulletin No. 41 of the National Museum of Can-
ada in Ottawa.

One of the pleasant things about using this book is that, for the benefit of
readers in the Quebec and Winnipeg suburbs, the names of the birds are given in the
French language as well as in English. The little red bird that mimics is “Mimi
pinson” or “pinson fourfore”. The Red Poll is a “Sizerin”, a sizerin “a tete ruge”.

The female Purple Finch is not red at all and the first time you see her you
are sure you have found a new kind of sparrow, but she always travels with the
gaily dressed gentleman who wears such gorgeous raspberry tinted clothes. He has
a big appetite. You could even call him greedy, and she is even more so. Their
table manners are very bad. They settle down on the feeding shelf and help them-
selves to everything in sight. Their behavior is quite a contrast to that of the
dainty Chickadees who take a little morsel and are gone again, only to.find the
finches still there when they return. — Arthur Laird, Duluth.

L

CLIFF SWALLOW COLONY — On August 14, 1956 I visited the farm of
Julius Becker in Section 16, Leigh township, Morrison county. There were about
125 to 150 Cliff Swallows on the farm. Some of the birds were adults but most of
them were young. ‘

The swallows had built nests under the eaves of the barn which overhung the
barn on each side and ran the full length of the barn. The nests could not be seen,
but the birds could get in under the eaves of the barn by flying through the narrow
gap between the eaves and the sheds right under them. Thus, the eaves of the barn
formed what amounted to two long tunnels which completely protected the nests. I
would assume that it was fairly cool under the protecting eaves and that the wind
tended to channel through, thus creating a constant breeze whenever the wind was
blowing.

The Cliff Swallow colony on Mr. Becker’s farm may be an additional local group
which could be added to the list of Dr. James Beer who presented information on
Cliff Swallows in The Flicker recently. — Arnold B. Erickson, Game Research Sup-
ervisor, Bureau of Research and Planning, Minnesota Dept. of Conservation.
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A NEW COMMON TERN COLONY — For a number of years members of the
Duluth Bird Club have been checking a colony of Common Terns nesting on a sand
bar island on the harbor side of Park Point. Encroaching vegetation on the nesting
sites has finally discouraged the terns so they have been gradually abandoning it as
a nesting place.

Last year another sand bar was pumped up by a dredge working on the Superior
side of the bay. On July 15 I found 57 Common Terns’ nests on this new sand bar.
Not any of the nests contained young even at this late date. On my next visit on
July 21 I counted 53 young hatched during the week. Evidently these terns like
nothing as much as a bare sand bar for their very rudimentary nests. — 0. A. Fin-
seth, Duluth.

SPARROW HAWKS ACCEPT MAKE-SHIFT NEST — Early in June I re-
moved from one of our elm trees a dead stub which had been well hollowed out by
Red-headed Woodpeckers. When the stub hit the ground, I was suprised to see that
it was being used by both Starlings and Sparrow Hawks as a nesting site. Five
ycung Sparrow Hawks, very small and helpless and covered with a soft white down,
came out of the nest. I located an old pail, filled it with chaff, drilled a few holes
in the bottom for drainage, and placed the five young hawks in it and hung it on a
limb of the elm. In the morning I was pleased to see that the adult birds had
accepted the makeshift nesting site and were feeding the young.

From the very beginning the young hawks were not in the least docile. Upon
any intrusion they would lie on their backs with extended claws and snapping beaks.
Within a few weeks they left the pail to climb about the elm, even though they
could not fly. Their diet was composed largely of mice, and I could find no evidence
of songbirds being fed to them. At one time I observed the parents birds bring what
appeared to be a small snake to the nesting pail. After leaving the nest, the birds
stayed close together as a family group in a grove of trees a short distance from the
nesting site. — Robert Bystrom, Elk River, Minnesota.

* ok %

HAWK FLIGHT IN MINNEAPOLIS — On Sunday, September 16, being un-
able to participate in the Duluth hawk count, I decided to make my own count from
my back yard near 43rd and Zenith in Minneapolis. There was a strong northwest
wind which sent the clouds scudding across the sky. Between 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.
I counted 50 hawks in groups of from 1 to 10. Some soared straight across the
sky, with hardly a flap of wings, and others circled in a general southeasterly direc-
tion. Although all looked like Buteos, only 10 were low enough (and well enough
lighted) to be identifiable as Broad-winged Hawks. — Jean McIntosh, Minnesota
Bird Club.

* & *

RED SQUIRRELS WITH WHITE TAILS — Several times this summer I
have observed in the city of Glenwood, Minnesota, two red squirrels which have
white tails. One of the squirrels has a completely white tail while the other has
only the posterior half of its tail white. They are usually seen in the company of
each other.

Perhaps this condition is not as rare as I think, but I have not seen it on any
other squirrels. — Robert I. Benson, Game Biologist, Minnesota Dept. of Conserva-
tion, Glenwood, Minnesota.
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