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BEWARE THE IDES OF OCTOBER

Kim R. Eckert

Soothsayer: Beware the ides of March.

Caesar: What man is that?

Brutus: A soothsayer bids you beware
the ides of March.

Caesar: Set him before me. Let me see
his face.

Cassius: Fellow, come from the throng.
Look upon Caesar.

Caesar: What say’st thou to me now?
Speak once again.

Soothsayer: Beware the ides of March.

Caesar: He is a dreamer. Let us leave
him — pass.

—Julius Caesar, Act I, Scene 2

Never in the history of Minnesota
birding had so many rarities appeared
in one place in so short a time. During
October 1980, a month which climaxed
on the 15th (called the ides in the
ancient Roman calendar), Duluth ex-
perienced a spectacular surge of birds.
Four accidentals (a second state rec-
ord, two fifth state records and a sixth
state record) showed up during the
nine-day period October 7-15, with
three of these four present in just a
three-day period. Four casual species
were also seen, with three of these
seen during that same October 7-15
period, and six ‘rare or very local”
regular species (marked with * on the
field checklist) also appeared during
the month, four of these during Octo-
ber 7-15 as well. And sprinkled liber-
ally throughout the month were nine
other species which were either rare
for Duluth or very late. By the time it
was all over ten members of the 300
Club had added a composite total of
18 lifers to their Minnesota lists in
just five days. But also, by the time it
was all over, just as many other top
listers were unable to respond in time
to advice which urged them to Duluth
for the spectacle — like Julius Caesar
on that fateful March 15, they were

Winter 1980

done in by the ides of October.

While the real excitement may have
started October 7, there were plenty
of good birds earlier in the month.
On the night of October 1-2 the band-
ing station at Hawk Ridge netted a
record total of 111 owls. On October
2 the first Golden Eagle of the season
passed over the Ridge, and a lone
Ruddy Duck, a very rare or casual mi-
grant in Duluth, was at Park Point.
On October 3 a Vesper Sparrow, an-
other Duluth rarity, turned up at my
feeder for the first of six days. Two
White-rumped Sandpipers, very rare
or casual in fall, appeared at Park
Point October 5, and a very early flock
of Bohemian Waxwings showed up in
my yard October 6. But again, the real
excitement started the next day:

October 7. It'’s one of those beautiful
Indian summer days, notorious for
dull birding, so I'm not optimistic
when I set out with my bird identifi-
cation class. But we head up the North
Shore to my yard to see if the wax-
wings and Vesper Sparrow are still
there. They are, but so is an immature
Black-throated Sparrow picking at
some dead grass in the gravel drive-
way. Duluth Hotline members are
alerted but everyone it seems had seen
the one at Stoney Point a few years
ago and only a few people drive out
for a look. (This has to be the least
excited birders ever got over a second
state record.) The sparrow stays in vir-
tually the same spot feeding all day
right up until dusk, but he is gone the
next morning.

Ocober 8. At the time nothing seems
to be happening, but a few weeks later
Koni Sundquist will call to report an
adult male Summer Tanager in the
yard of a Mrs. Decker on or about this
date. The most interesting aspect of
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Portage National Monument, 184
Kingbird,
Eastern, 27, 78, 100, 131, 153, 161
Wesfern 78 132, 161
Kingfisher, Belted 26 56, 63, 64, 77, 106, 131, 161
Kinglet, 33
Golden-crowned, 27, 33, 55, 62, 63, 64, 80, 108, 134,
163

Ruby crowned, 27, 33, 62, 63, 80, 102, 108, 134, 163
Kit
Everglade 177
Mississippi, 26, 30, 113, 156
Plumbeous, 13
Swallow-tailed, 53
Kittiwake, Black-legged, 70, 76
Knot, Red, 158
LaFond, Kenneth, winter season, 101-111; Great Blue
Heron feeding behavior, 120; late Pine Grosbeaks in
Anoka County, 120; Cinnamon Teal in Anoka County,
188
Lark, Horned, 27, 32, 41, 78, 106, 132, 162, 192
Lindquist, Phyllis and Ted, Blue-winged Warbler at
Sibley State Park, 40
Link, Mike, a Northern Green Heron colony, 99-101
Longspur, 41, 170, 171, 172, 177
Chestnut-collared, 94, 138, 168, 170, 171, 174, 175,
176

Lapland, 28, 34, 64, 84, 110, 168
McCown’s, 152
Smith’s, 184
Loon, 19, 180
Arctic, 59-61, 179, 180
Common, 19, 25, 28, 54, 55, 59, 60, 61,
70, 102, 124, 153, 179
Red-throated, 59
Magpie, Black-billed, 56, 78, 106, 133, 162
Mallard, 19, 26, 37, 63, 64, 65, 71, 102, 125, 155
Martin, Purple, 27, 78, 133, 162, 190-191, 195
Mattsson, Jim, California Gulls in northwestern Minne-
sota, 190
Meadowlark, 27, 33, 108, 177
Eastern, 27, 34, 82, 111, 136, 166
Western, 27, 34, 82, 136, 166, 192
Merganser
Common, 26, 29-30, 45, 64, 73, 103, 126, 156
Hooded, 26, 29, 37, 45, 63, 64, 72, 103 126, 156
Red- breasted 26 45 55, 73 103 126, 156
Merlin, 19, 26, 30 62 63 64,74, 89, 104 127,157
Meyer, Bob an |b|s in Lyon Counfy, 191
Meyer, Dennis, possible hybrid and
for the Northern Oriole, 36-37
Meyer, George, Barn Owl in Wabasha County, 189
Miltard, Steve, more Prairie Falcons in Western Minne-
sota, 40-41; immature Ferruginous Hawk, 90-91
Mockingbird, 27, 32, 79, 108, 133, 153, 163
Murrelet, Ancient, 70, 76
Muscovey, 178
Niemi, Gerald J. and Thomas E. Davis, larid breeding
populations in the western tip of Lake Superior, 3-14
Nighthawk, Common, 26, 77, 131, 161
Nubel, Frances S., Bewick’s Wren in Roberts Sanctuary,

191

Nuthatch, 58
Red-breasted, 27, 54, 58, 63-64, 79, 108, 133, 162
White-breasted, 27, 54, 79, 106, 133

Oe1h|enschlager, Richard, book reviews, 45, 94-95, 120-

62, 63,

longevity record

21

Oldsquaw, 63, 72, 103, 153, 156

Qlson, Manley, an early Black-billed Cuckoo, 90

Olyphant, Jane C., confirmed nesting of Mourning
Warbler in Washington County, 39-40

Qriole, 33
Baltimore, 37
Bullock’s, 37
Northern, 27, 36-37, 82, 108, 136, 166, 191
Orchard, 27, 34, 82, 136 166

Osprey, 26 30 54, 73 89, 127, 157, 193

Otnes, Gary, unusual behavior of Black-crowned Night
Herons and Great Blue Herons, 115-116; Burrowing
Owls, Clay County, 116; probable Common Eider,
Battle Lake, Otter Tail County, 118; storm damage to
egrets and waterfow!, Grant and Wilkin counties,
184-185

Ovenbird, 27, 81, 122, 135, 165

Owl, 21, 31, 43, 46, 87, 114, 122, 143, 186, 194
Barn, 31, 46, 94, 178, 189
Barred, 26, 43, 55, 77, 105, 130, 160, 193-194
Boreal, 21, 53, 77, 102, 105, 122, 131, 145, 153,
161, 79

198

Burrowing, 9, 21, 26, 31, 77, 116, 153, 160
Great Gray, 19, 53 62 7 105 122 130 160
Great Horned, 26 43 63 65 77 105 114 130, 160
Hawk, 61, 63, 64, 77, 92, 105, 'l'|7-'l'|8, 122, 160
Long-eared, 26, 32, 46, 63, 77, 105, 130, 161, 186
Saw-whet, 26, 32, 46, 55, 63, 77, 105, 131, 161
Screech, 26, 77, 105, 130, 160
Short-eared, 26, 32, 64, 77, 87, 92, 105, 130, 144,
161, 175
Snowy, 26, 31, 46, 53, 63, 77, 92, 105, 160
Parakeet, Monk, 187
Parmelee, David F., ltasca birds, 51-5B
Partridge, Gray, 26, 30, 74, 104, 128, 157
Parula, Northern, 27 33 81 135 165
Pellcan White, 21 25 28 62 63 70, 102, 124, 145, 154
Penguin, Macaronl 179
Petrel, Southern Gian'f, 121
Pewee, Eastern Wood, 27, 78, 132, 153, 162
Phalarope, 145
Northern, 76, 129, 159, 179, 189
Red, 145, 179
Wilson’s, 26, 31, 76, 129, 159, 171, 173, 176
Pheasant, Ring-necked, 26, 30, 74, 104, 127, 157
Phoebe,
Eastern, 27, 78, 132, 161
Say’s, 41, 70, 78, 93
Pieper, William, a Prairie Falcon in Lake County, 90
Pigeon, Passenger, 26, 31
Pintail, 26, 29, 63, 71, 103, 125, 155
Yellow-billed, 180
Pipit, 33
Sprague’s, 80, 122, 153, 164, 174, 175,
192
Water, 27, 33, 80, 164
Plover, 30
American Golden, 26, 30, 74, 158
Black-bellied, 74, 158
Piping, 10, 20, 26, 30, 74, 128, 158
Semipalmated, 26, 74, 128, 158
Prairie Chicken, Greater, 20, 42, 63, 64, 74, 104, 127,
157,171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176
Rail, 30, 174
Black, 122, 128
King, 94, 122
Virginia, 26, 30, 74, 111, 128, 157, 174
Yellow, 74, 94, 128, 157, 173, 174, 175, 176
Raven, Common, 32, 56, 78, 106, 133, 162
Redhead, 26, 29, 63, 72, 103, 118, 125, 155
Redpoll,
Common, 28, 34 56, 63, 64, 65, 83, 109, 120, 167
Hoary, 28, 34 09
Redstart, American, 27, 82, 136, 166
Robin, American, 27, 64, 79, 87-88, 108, 133, 163, 184
Rosenau, Jacque, an experience with a Ruffed Grouse,

176, 177, 191-

Rosenfleld Robert N. and David L. Evans, migration
incidence and sequence of age and sex classes of the
Sharp-shinned Hawk, 66-69

Ruff, 123, 129

Ruhme, Richard P., Carolina Wren at Frontenac, 40;
a Barrow’s Goldeneye near Llilydale served up to
order, 88

Ruhme, Dick, Oscar Johnson and Don Bolduc, the fall
season (Aug 1 thru Nov. 30. 1979), 70-85; spring
season (March 1 thru May 31, 1980), 153-169

Sandpiper, 31, 184
Baird’s, 26, 75, 129, 159
Buff-breasted, 76, 129, 184
Least, 26, 31, 75, 129, 159, 189
Pectoral, 26, 31, 75, 129, 159
Semipalmated, 26, 31, 75, 129, 159, 189
Solitary, 26, 31, 55, 75, 128, 158
Spotted, 26, 75, 128, 158
Stilt, 26, 76, 129, 159, 189
Upland, 26, 31, 75, 115, 128, 158, 170,
174, 175, 176
Western, 26, 31, 75, 129, 159
White-rumped, 26, 31, 75, 129, 138, 143, 159

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied, 26, 32, 55, 62, 77, 94, 106,
131, 161

Sarappo, Mrs.
185

171, 172, 173,

Sharon, unusual behavior of a Cardinal,

Scaup,

Greater, 26, 29,72, 111, 155

Lesser, 26, 29 63 64 65 72, 103, 126, 155
Scoter, 144

Black, 72, 90, 156

Surf, 72, 126, 153, 156

White-winged, 55, 72, 126, 156

The Loon Vol.









	1980
	pp142
	pp143
	pp198
	p199



