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Observations on a November 1992 Meeker
County Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Parker Backstrom

n 5 November 1992 I traveled with

Kim Risen to Meeker County, Min-
nesota to make observations on a humming-
bird that had been visiting a feeder in the
town of Dassel since mid-October. Because
of the late date (considerably past the nor-
mal departure period for Ruby-throated
Hummingbird) I felt it possible that the bird
could be a vagrant species and therefore de-
served detailed study. The following is a
synopsis of my field notes and sketches from
observations on 5 and 7 November, followed
by an examination of the evidence I used to
identify this late-season hummingbird.

Physical Description

The bird appeared “normal” humming-
bird size. The bill was all dark, decurved
only slightly toward the tip and relatively
short, about the length of the head. The fore-
head (the feathering above the bill) was an
iridescent bronze-green. The crown and nape
were iridescent green. The back, rump, and
uppertail coverts were iridescent green as
well, although the back showed a distinctly
blue cast under certain conditions.

The bird had a rather plain face. The eyes
were dark and the lores were dark. There
was a relatively small, white post-ocular spot
that had a vertical orientation with the pos-
terior being rather straight-edged. Under
close observation there appeared to be one
row of slightly paler feathers just above the
eye, forming a weak partial superciliary. The
area behind the eye was iridescent green
but with very fine white feather edgings that
suggested fresh feathering in this area. This
gave the bird the appearance of slightly paler
lower cheeks.

The ground color of the throat was white.
There were four areas on the throat that con-
tained iridescent gorget feathers. The larg-
est and most obvious such feathering was
on the lower left side of the throat (Fig. 1).
The shape and extent of this patch of gorget
feathers led me to believe that it would form
the lower edge and left corner of what would
become a full gorget. The second largest
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patch of gorget feathers was centered on the
bottom middle of the throat. It was made up
of several overlapping feathers in its center
with the bottom edge of a feather on either
side appearing as upturned “hooks” protrud-
ing outward from the bottom of the patch.
It appeared that this patch would also de-
fine the bottom edge of the gorget. The third
patch of gorget feathers was centered di-
rectly above the second patch, about half-
way between the second patch and the bill.
It was comprised of three or four smaller
feathers in the shape of a broad, squat tri-
angle. The fourth area of gorget was in the
lower right corner of the throat — a single
feather, perhaps two. I got repeated looks at
the iridescent color(s) of these gorget feath-
ers. To my eye, the color was a slightly or-
ange, ruby red that often showed gold or
even vibrant lime yellow-green at certain
angles. The rest of the throat had a spotted
appearance due to the rays of dark-centered,
white feathers that ran along the length of
the throat. These “spots™ (actually crescents)
were largest toward the bottom of the throat,
smallest on the chin. They were boldest and
most uniform toward the center of the throat
and fewer toward the malar line showing
“cleaner” white in those areas.

The area of the upper breast directly be-
low the throat was clear white or off-white.
This band extended just a bit onto the sides
of the neck. The flanks were a diffuse dull
green on off-white. The upper edges of the
green flanks projected across the breast, be-
coming more diffuse and tinged with gray.
This effect set off the cleaner band across
the upper breast a bit. The center of the
breast and the belly were white or off-white
tinged just slightly with pale gray and per-
haps a tiny bit of buff. I never did get a
good look at the vent but got the impression
that it was white. The undertail coverts were
white or off-white, smudged with pale gray.
The feet were all dark.

Through close scrutiny of the bird as it
perched on the feeder, I took notes and made
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sketches of the wings and tail (Fig. 2 and
3). Frequent reference to these sketches is
recommended. The primary flight feathers
are referred to as “P” and are numbered in
standard fashion from P10, the outermost
(longest) primary, through P1, the innermost
(shortest) primary. The rectrices are referred
to as “R” and are numbered RS, the outer-
most rectrix, through R3, the innermost.

The primary and secondary flight feath-
ers were pale brown with “clean” edges;
the edges were not ragged or split. All pri-
maries were present. The tip of P10 was
neatly rounded in an oblong curve and ex-
tended just slightly beyond the rounded tip
of P9 (Fig. 2). The projection of P9, P8 and
P7 beyond the tip of each overlaying pri-
mary was nearly equal to the width of each
of those feathers. Primaries 10 through 7
were roughly the same width. However, each
of those primaries became slightly more at-
tenuated at the tip until the angle along the
tip of the inner web of P7 was essentially a
straight edge. Primaries 6 through 1 showed
a drastic change in shape and reduction in
size. This effect was especially noticeable
in P6 which had a very pointed shape to the
tip. The shaft (rachis) of that feather fol-
lowed very closely the outer edge of the
feather forming a relatively large inner web
and a very narrow, almost non-existent outer
web. Each tip of P5 through P1 was slightly
notched, this effect being most noticeable
in P5 and P4.

Approximately seven secondary flight
feathers were visible while the bird perched
at the feeder. Most were roughly square-
ended and all were clean-edged. Two or
three alula feathers were visible. The wing
coverts were iridescent green.

The tail was atypical in that it was miss-
ing R1 and R2 on both sides of the tail.
Rectrices 5 and 4 were tipped relatively
broadly with white; this area of white was
larger on RS (Fig. 3). There may have been
a very slight amount of white on the tip of
the inner web of R3 on the left side; I did
not get even the slightest suggestion of this
effect on R3 on the right side. The tip of R3
(left side) appeared slightly notched which
might suggest the loss of a white tip through
feather wear. Roughly the middle two-
fourths of RS was black, the basal one-fourth
was iridescent green and the distal < one-
fourth comprised the white tip. Aside from
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the white tip, roughly the distal two-thirds
of R4 was black, again based with green.
The outer three-fourths of R3 was black with
a green base. The majority of the dorsal sur-
face of R3, including the black and green
inner web of that feather, was visible as the
bird perched with its back to me, confirm-
ing the absence of R1 and R2 (which would
have overlain the inner half of R3). It is
unclear whether the innermost rectrices were
completely gone or whether regrowth was
simply not visible below the edges of the
uppertail coverts. [ heard no vocalizations
and no wing noise (i.e. no trill or “zing”
from the wings in flight).

I spent a majority of the time on 5 No-
vember observing the bird at its rest perches
away from the feeder, while on 7 Novem-
ber I studied the bird as it perched while
feeding. Behaviorally, the bird appeared
healthy, active and alert. Generally, the bird
would fly in from one of two main perches
(one in a willow tree and one on a cut-off
branch stub in a Red Cedar tree) and land
on the lines of a square clothes-drying rack
from which the feeder hung at the rear of
the house. After a period of time the bird
would fly down and land on the foot perch
in front of one of four plastic flowers and
begin feeding. These feeding visits lasted
from about thirty seconds to about two min-
utes before the bird darted off again. While
perched in its normal posture it moved its
head from side to side in an alert manner.
On several occasions I saw it take flight
and dart about, catching very small falling
snowflakes in its bill, a behavior that lasted
from five to ten seconds.

On 5 November the weather was in the
upper 20s with a breeze and a cold wind-
chill. The temperature was slightly warmer
on 7 November and winds were calm. Skies
were overcast on both days with periods of
very light snow flurries. The distances in-
volved were from 15 to 35 feet. I used a
Kowa TSN-4 telescope with a 30X wide
angle lens almost exclusively during my ob-
servations. The bird was not seen after 7
November.

Discussion

Any late October or November humming-
bird in Minnesota offers the possibility of a
vagrant species. Through my experience
with two out-of-season hummingbirds in
Minnesota over the past year, the first being
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an adult Anna’s Hummingbird in Grand
Marais, Cook County in late November of
1991 (Hoffman 1991), it seems clear that
in-depth research on female and immature
hummingbird plumages and intense scrutiny
of any such bird is imperative if one is to
pin down an identification correctly.

The first step in the process of identify-
ing the Meeker County bird is to try to rule
out possible species, coupled with an attempt
to sex and age the bird. Aside from the regu-
lar Ruby-throated Hummingbird, there are
a number of other species that have a rea-
sonable chance of appearing in Minnesota.
The most realistic possibilities are Black-
chinned, Rufous, Broad-tailed, Anna’s and
Magnificent Hummingbirds (two of these
species, Black-chinned and Broad-tailed,
have never been recorded in Minnesota but
might arguably be considered overdue here.)
From the outward appearance of the Meeker
County bird it was possible to safely elimi-
nate both sexes of Magnificent Humming-
bird on size alone. The lack of obvious or-
ange or orange-buff in any part of the plum-
age, especially on the flanks and in the basal
tail, allowed me to rule out both sexes of
Rufous Hummingbird and female Broad-
tailed Hummingbird. Neither female Ruby-
throated or female Black-chinned shows iri-
descent gorget feathers of any kind and can
therefore be ruled out. The fact that scarlet
or ruby red gorget feathers were present
eliminated male Black-chinned Humming-
bird, which would show black and/or violet
gorget coloration. Because the bird had
white tips on at least some of the tail feath-
ers, 1 could rule out adult male Ruby-
throated, adult male Broad-tailed and adult
male Anna’s Hummingbirds, none of which
show white in their tail feathers. This pro-
cess of elimination quickly reduced the pool
of possibilities down to five: immature male
Ruby-throated, immature male Broad-tailed,
immature male Anna’s, immature female
Anna’s, or adult female Anna’s. At this point
it became necessary to look beyond the ob-
vious physical characteristics of the bird and
begin to focus on more subtle, harder to see
physical and structural characteristics.

On several occasions [ was able to study
well the white tips of the outermost rectri-
ces, especially RS5. They were especially
easy to see from below as the bird sat on its
rest perch. The rachis of R5 was dark, down
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to the point where the white tips began. At
that point the rachis became white as well;
the tip of RS (and R4) was entirely white.
According to a paper by William Baltosser
(1987) male Anna’s Hummingbirds of all
ages show a dark rachis bisecting the tips of
R5 and R4. This suggests the Meeker County
bird was not an immature male Anna’s.

Another conclusive piece of evidence had
to do with the size and structure of the pri-
mary flight feathers. As daunting as the task
of studying the shape of the primaries on a
hummingbird sounds, with good optics, the
ability to get relatively close to the bird and
a good amount of patience, it is possible to
differentiate the genus Archilochus (e.g.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird) from the ge-
nus Calypte (e.g. Anna’s Hummingbird) in
the field by using this characteristic.
Baltosser points out that in Calypte the width
of the inner primaries (P6 through P1) is
equal to or greater than the width of the
outer primaries (P7 through P10). This char-
acter can be seen well in the photograph of
a female Anna’s sitting on a nest on page
112 of Tyrell & Tyrell (1985). Close exami-
nation of the Meeker County bird’s wings
determined a marked difference between the
width of the inner primaries and that of the
outer primaries (Fig. 2). Primary 6 through
P1 were roughly half the width of P7 through
P9 (P10 being slightly more narrow than
the other three outer primaries). This nar-
rowing of primaries corresponds to the de-
scription of Archilochus given by Baltosser.
This character conclusively eliminates both
sexes of Anna’s Hummingbird. The color of
the Meeker County hummingbird’s gorget
also did not match the unique wine or rose
colored gorget of Anna’s (a more subjective
feature; it should be mentioned that unlike
most species of North American humming-
birds, the presence of a gorget does not nec-
essarily rule out female Anna’s which can
have up to a moderately-sized gorget.)

This critical examination leaves just two
candidates to consider: immature male
Ruby-throated Hummingbird and immature
male Broad-tailed Hummingbird. Lacking
the direct comparative field experience with
Broad-tailed that would be needed to differ-
entiate them, I relied more upon the differ-
ences noted in general references and field
guides. One main difference I did examine
first-hand had to do with the shape of the
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Fig. 1. Sketch of the Meeker County Ruby-throated Hummingbird, showing the extent
and pattern of the gorget. The white patch covering the base of the wing was formed
by normally hidden, sub-contour (“down”) feathers that the bird had “fluffed up”.

Fig. 3. Dorsal surface of the left side of
the tail showing color pattern and shape.
Note missing rectrices (R) 1 and 2. All
sketches drawn from life.

Fig. 2. Dorsal surface of the right wing
showing size and shape of the primary
(P) flight feathers.
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tip of P10. Except during late-summer molt,
the wings of male Broad-tailed Humming-
birds produce a distinctive metallic trill
(Farrand 1983). This sound is produced by
the split or slotted tip of P10 and is easily
heard when in the presence of males of this
species in flight. On the Meeker County bird
the tip of P10 was cleanly round-tipped (Fig.
2) and I heard no such wing noise despite
the bird flying closely by on a number of
occasions. Further evidence against Broad-
tailed came from a close look at the tail.
Immature Broad-taileds show at least some
rufous coloration at the base of the outer
rectrices, a characteristic that was used to
identify Missouri’s first record of this spe-
cies (Peterjohn 1987). The Meeker County
bird did not show any rufous in the tail. On
a more subjective level, as the name sug-
gests, the tail of the Broad-tailed Humming-
bird is relatively wider, appearing larger than
the tail of the Ruby-throated Hummingbird.
I didn’t note the tail being noticeably large
or broad but did note that the tail shape was
affected by the missing rectrices.

Critical examination of the hummingbird
seen in Dassel, Meeker County, Minnesota
between 16 October and 7 November 1992,
determined with little doubt that the bird
was an immature male Ruby-throated Hum-
mingbird. The record is the latest for this
species in the state (Janssen 1987). This
identification is further bolstered by a refer-
ence in Baltosser (1987). He describes the
very pointed shape of P6 and the virtual
non-existence of an outer web on that feather
as both being characters of male Ruby-
throated Hummingbird.

Despite feeling confident about the iden-
tification, there are several characters on the
Meeker County bird that contradict Baltosser
about sub-adult Ruby-throated Humming-
bird. He states that “at least many” of the
inner six primaries of both sexes of sub-
adult Ruby-throateds are “deeply notched
in the majority” of birds. Although the tips
of P5 through P1 were slightly emarginated
they did not come close to matching an il-
lustration of “deeply notched” inner prima-
ries in Baltosser’s paper. He also states that
the white at the tip of R3 “averages be-
tween 3.29mm and 4.53mm in sub-adult
male Ruby-throateds (although the range in-
cluded a white tip as small as 0.01mm). As
mentioned in my description, the bird I ob-
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served did not have detectable white at the
tip of R3 (see the description for comments
on possible feather wear). Finally, Baltosser
states that >95% of sub-adult male Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds have “one or two”
metallic reddish/gold feathers present on the
throat. It is unclear whether this is an aver-
age number or a minimum number. The

Meeker County bird had considerably more

than one or two such gorget feathers present

(Fig. 1). It is unclear at what time of year

the specimens Baltosser used were collected

or from where they were collected. These
factors could have affected his description
of sub-adult male Ruby-throated Humming-
bird throat pattern, depending upon the ad-
vancement of molt in the collected speci-
mens in relation to the time of year and the
geographic location. The presence of sev-
eral groups or patches of metallic reddish/

gold gorget feathers may be normal for a

sub-adult Ruby-throated Hummingbird in

November. Because the species should be

at or near its wintering grounds in and near

Mexico and Central America by November,

this plumage may only very rarely be en-

countered in the United States.

I would like to acknowledge the enthusi-
asm and cooperation extended by Bill and
Michelle Marschall, to who’s feeder the
Ruby-throated Hummingbird was coming. I
would also like to thank Peder Svingen and
Bruce Fall for their helpful comments on an
carlier draft of this paper.
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A Record Invasion of Northern Owls
Fall-Winter 1991-1992

Kim R. Eckert

rom late Fall 1991 through early

Spring 1992, there was an unprec-
edented influx of three species of northern
owls in Minnesota, all of which were re-
ported in record numbers: Great Gray Owl
(Strix nebulosa), Northern Hawk Owl
(Surnia ulula), and Snowy Owl {Nyctea
scandiaca). These three species were also
recorded in unusually high numbers in other
states and Canadian provinces at the same
time. In addition, two other northern raptors
— Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) and Boreal
Owl (Aegolius funereus) — appeared in
Minnesota during this season in higher than
normal numbers.

The total numbers of owls figured in this
account represent what are considered to be
separate individuals, with duplicate sight-
ings of what are believed to be the same
individuals not included. While it is pos-
sible that some owls were counted twice,
this number is negligible when compared to
the number of owls undetected or unre-
ported. As with the previous winter raptor
invasions I documented (Great Gray and
Boreal Owls, 1977-78; Great Gray Owls,
1983-84; Great Gray Owls, 1988-89; and
Great Gray and Northern Hawk Owls and
Gyrfalcon, 1990-91), subjective decisions
were involved in determining the numbers
involved. However, since the totals are fig-
ured in the same, consistent way in each of
these years, these numbers represent a com-
parable and valid measure of this season’s
invasion.

I. Great Gray Owl

From early November 1991 through late
March 1992, a record number of Great Gray
Owls appeared in Minnesota. In all, no fewer
than 218 individuals were reported, and
these are plotted on the accompanying map
(Figure 1). This total, which does not in-
clude owls seen March — May in presumed
nesting areas, is far higher than the previ-
ous high of 134 recorded during the 1990—
91 season and documented in The Loon
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63:163-167. There were also considerable
movements of Great Grays in the state in
1983-84 (122 individuals; The Loon
56:143-147), and in 1988-89 (115 individu-
als; The Loon 61:115-117). It is curious to
note, therefore, that the three largest Great
Gray invasions on record have occurred in
the past four years.

The first Great Gray considered to be a
part of this influx was reported on 8 No-
vember near Zim in St. Louis Co. There
were two other early November reports, and
by the end of that month about 30 individu-
als had been reported. But the invasion be-
gan in earnest during December when about
140 Great Grays were first seen, with re-
ports of owls becoming especially more fre-
quent during the last third of the month.
During January and February, about 40 new
individuals were recorded, and during these
months Great Grays were still being seen
consistently in mostly steady numbers, al-
though they were not as common as they
had been in December. Around the first of
March, however, possibly as the result of
warmer than normal weather then, Great
Grays suddenly and almost entirely seemed
to disappear in the state. Only four indi-
viduals were reported in late March, with
the last owl recorded as part of this inva-
sion seen on 30 March in Rice Lake Town-
ship just north of Duluth.

As shown on the map, Great Grays were
concentrated especially in the Duluth — Two
Harbors vicinity, in southeastern St. Louis
Co. and the adjacent southwestern corner of
Lake Co. — about half of all the owls re-
corded in the state were in this relatively
small area. Good numbers were also found
farther northeast along the North Shore of
Lake Superior, in the Sax-Zim Bog area of
St. Louis Co. northwest of Duluth, and in
the so-called “Big Bog” country north of
the Red Lakes. Curiously, there were rela-
tively few owls found in northern Aitkin
Co., an area where Great Grays had been
well represented during the three previous
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GREAT GRAY (WLS

FALL - WINTER 1991-92

® = one individual

(= more than one
individual

R

invasion winters and where the species tra-
ditionally nests. In spite of the unprec-
edented numbers involved in this influx,
only two Great Grays were reported in
southern Minnesota; in late December —
early January in Maple Grove, Hennepin
Co.; and in late February at Long Lake,
Kandiyohi Co. (The Loon 64:126-127).

As previously mentioned, the peak of this
season’s invasion occurred in late Decem-
ber. The clearest examples of this were on
22 and 24 December when a composite to-
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tal of 31 separate individuals were seen each
day by birders in the Duluth — Two Harbors
area. During a three-hour period on the 22nd,
I saw 22 of these owls (Jim Lind and Dud-
ley Edmondson saw nine others that I
missed), and on the 24th, Mike Hendrick-
son and I improved on this by finding 23
Great Grays in only two hours (with Dud-
ley seeing eight that we missed).

Only three dead Great Grays were re-
ported, all probably as a result of collisions
with vehicles. This is a lower percentage of
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the overall total (1.4%) than in previous win-
ter invasions; the 1977-78 influx of 58 owls
included 14 dead individuals, 24.1% of the
total (The Loon 50:63—68). Since there were
no reports of owls found weakened or dead
from starvation, it is safe to assume that
small mammal populations were high in
those areas where Great Grays were con-
centrated. Conversely, it is possible that prey
was scarce in northern Aitkin Co. since so
few owls were seen in that heavily birded
area. (The absence of Great Grays in other
areas of northeastern Minnesota may have
been due to the lack of observers rather than
the lack of small mammals.) Dave Evans
(pers. comm.) reported that the 17 Great
Grays he banded last winter were all appar-
ently healthy and of adequate weight.

Except for a period of warmer tempera-
tures in late February — early March which
seemed to result in the exodus of many Great
Grays from the state, the weather apparently
had little effect on this season’s invasion.
While there was a record-breaking snowfall
31 October — 2 November, this did not sig-
nal the influx of Great Grays, which were
not reported to any significant extent until
December. During most of the winter, tem-
peratures were milder than normal and snow-
fall was relatively light to moderate, so that
owls were generally not stressed by severe
cold and not hampered by deep snows while
hunting. It is also noteworthy that the record
number of owls during the winter appar-
ently did not result in an increase of Great
Grays during the spring — summer nesting
season. If anything, the species was less
common than normal then. Warren Nelson
(pers. comm.) knew of few, if any, sightings
in traditional nesting areas in Aitkin Co.,
and Robert Nero of Winnipeg (pers. comm.)
reported a similar scarcity in southern Mani-
toba.

According to the account of the winter
1991-92 season in American Birds (Vol. 46,
No. 2), Great Gray Owl numbers were also
exceptional in Michigan, Ontario, and Que-
bec. The 55 individuals in Michigan repre-
sent a record, with all of these seen in the
Sault Ste. Marie area; on 2 February, R.
Baetsen (pers. comm.) reported that no fewer
than 11 individuals could be seen from one
location! The total of 234 individuals in On-
tario is surprisingly not a record, since a
remarkable 432 had been counted there in
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1983-84. The 60 owls reported in Quebec
represent one of their best invasions, al-
though this total is far below their record of
300 found in 1983—84. British Columbia also
recorded more Great Grays than normal, and
the two in New York and one in Pennsylva-
nia were also significant; however, it is sur-
prising that only two were found in Wis-
consin, both of these in Douglas Co. in the
northwestern corner of the state.

II. Northern Hawk Owl

From mid-October 1991 until mid-May
1992, there was also an unprecedented num-
ber of Northern Hawk Owls recorded in
Minnesota. As shown on the accompanying
map (Figure 2), 159 individuals were re-
ported; additionally, and not included in this
total, was a pair which attempted to nest
near Embarrass in northern St. Louis Co.
The first owl of the season was found on 11
October about 30 miles north of Two Har-
bors along Lake Co. Rd. 2, and the last was
one reported in mid-May near Kettle River
in Carlton Co.

After the 11 October record cited above,
there were seven hawk owls reported in late
October, and by the end of November over
80 individuals, about half the season total,
had been reported. Clearly, there was an es-
pecially sudden influx of owls in the
four-day period, 8-11 November, when at
least 40 individuals were discovered. Dur-
ing December, about 30 owls were added to
the total, and about the same number were
first reported during the following
two-month period. Although new owls were
not discovered from December through Feb-
ruary as often as they had been in Novem-
ber, the species was steadily being reported
in good numbers as observers continued to
relocate many of the owls previously re-
corded. By mid-March, the season’s inva-
sion was mostly over, with only a few scat-
tered individuals still being seen. Besides
the mid-May record in Carlton Co., the lat-
est lingering owls were noted on 24 April at
Ely, St. Louis Co., and on 5 May in north-
ern Aitkin Co.

The map of Northern Hawk Owl records
shows that this species was more evenly dis-
tributed in the northern third of the state
than were Great Grays. There were, how-
ever, three areas where Hawk Owls were
especially common: in the Big Bog country
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NORTHERN HAWK OWLS

FALL — WINTER 1991-92

® = one individual

(@ = more than one
individual

A

east of the Red Lakes, especially in
Koochiching Co.; in the northern half of Ai-
tkin Co., where Great Grays had been unex-
pectedly scarce; and in central St. Louis Co.,
especially in the Sax-Zim Bog area. Only
two owls were found in the southern half of
Minnesota: in southeastern Pine Co. near
Grasston, early December — late January;
and unexpectedly early at Sherburne N.-W.R.
in Sherburne Co., 31 October —9 November.

There were three noteworthy one-day
counts of hawk owls that exemplified the
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extent of this season’s influx. On 10 No-
vember, Bill Tefft and Steve Schon saw no
fewer than 11 individuals in St. Louis Co.,
ten of these in the Sax-Zim Bog area, plus
one at Ely. Warren Nelson saw nine in north-
ern Aitkin Co. on 16 November, and nine
individuals were also recorded 16 Decem-
ber on the Sax-Zim Christmas Bird Count,
which probably represents an all-time North
American C.B.C. record.

As was the case with Great Gray Owls,
mortality among Northern Hawk Owls was
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low; only one was found dead and two oth-
ers were picked up injured, presumably as a
result of collisions with vehicles. Like Great
Grays, therefore, Northern Hawk Owls
seemed to have little difficulties with
weather conditions or with finding prey; in
addition to small mammals, birds are also
preyed upon, making hawk owls less vul-
nerable than Great Grays when small mam-
mal populations crash and less likely to stage
invasions. Of the six individuals banded by
Dave Evans (pers. comm.), all were in good
physical condition.

There are only two previously docu-
mented Northern Hawk Owl invasions in
Minnesota, although there are indications of
invasion winters occurring in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. There was a modest influx
involving 16 individuals in 1990-91, docu-
mented in The Loon 63:163-167. This ar-
ticle also summarizes the more significant
invasion of 1962—63 when the season total
was originally reported as “136 Hawk-Owls,
with minimal duplication of records” (The
Flicker 35:54). However, if one reads the
list of records for that season (The Flicker
34:116-117, 35:20 and 35:54), a consider-
able number of duplicate records actually
was included in the total, and my reading of
these records suggests that perhaps as few
as 47 individuals were present, not 136. In
The Birds of Minnesota (Vol. 1, p. 616), Rob-
erts mentions other winters with more Min-
nesota hawk owl records than normal, with
anecdotal evidence from Roseau Co. and the
North Shore of Lake Superior, suggesting
that the 192627 season was the best of these
years.

The previously mentioned American
Birds summary of the winter 1991-92 sea-
son notes that Northern Hawk Owls also
appeared in record numbers in Manitoba,
where a total of 135 were banded, with no
fewer than 23 individuals seen on 29 Feb-
ruary (the season total of owls seen was not
reported). Quebec also had a record year
with about 100 individuals; as in Minne-
sota, most of these were reported by the
end of November. Ontario (102 individu-
als), Michigan (27), Wisconsin (4), North
Dakota (3), British Columbia, New York,
and Maine also saw significant invasions.

III. Snowy Owl
Beginning in late October 1991 and con-
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tinuing into mid-June 1992, a record num-
ber of Snowy Owls was also reported in the
state. A total of 121 individuals was found,
and their locations are shown on the ac-
companying map (Figure 3). The first owl
reported was on 24 October near Marcoux
in Polk Co., and the last was an adult male
photographed on 14 June in Sandnes Town-
ship, Yellow Medicine Co. (The Loon
64:172).

Unlike the Great Gray and Northern
Hawk Owls, there was no particular period
when Snowy Owl reports were especially
frequent, nor were there any significant
one-day counts from any one area. After the
lone October record, there were about 25
Snowys first seen in November, about 45
new individuals reported in December, 20
in January, and ten were first recorded in
February. Only a few owls were still being
seen by mid-March; in Aitkin Co., where
the species was especially common, only
one individual was still present as of 8
March. There were four late April reports,
and the only May record was of one linger-
ing in the Duluth harbor area until 13 May.

As shown on the map, Snowy Owls were
more widely distributed in the state than the
other two owls, although their distribution
was somewhat similar to that of the Hawk
Owl, with similar concentrations in Aitkin
Co. and in the Sax-Zim Bog area. Snowys
were also especially common in the Duluth
— Two Harbors vicinity (Dave Evans banded
a record 33 individuals in the Duluth — Su-
perior harbor area, most of these on the Su-
perior side), but unlike the other two spe-
cies, there were no significant numbers north
or east of the Red Lakes. As might be ex-
pected, several Snowys turned up in the
southern half of Minnesota, where 12 indi-
viduals were found, with the most southerly
record in southeastern Cottonwood Co. from
1 February until 4 April. Curiously, how-
ever, there were relatively few Snowys re-
ported in northwestern and west central Min-
nesota, although this may only be a result
of low observer coverage.

Only three Snowy Owls were found dead,
one of these hit by a car, and the other two
collided with trains in Two Harbors. Like
Great Grays and hawk owls, Snowys pre-
sumably had no weather related difficulties,
with prey apparently in good supply and
easy to find, since, like the other two owls,
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FIGURE 3

SNOWY OWLS

FALL - WINTER 1991-92

o ® - one individual
(n) — more than one
® individual

R

many Snowys remained at the same loca-
tion for several days or weeks. However, in
the Duluth — Superior harbor area where a
few traditionally winter each year, most of
the 33 Snowys banded by Dave Evans (pers.
comm.) were only transients that did not
establish winter hunting territories.

One of these banded individuals, with
wing tag #89T, had an especially interesting
and well-documented winter. It was banded
in Superior, Wis., on 8 December 1991 and
last seen there on 27 December. On 5 Janu-
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ary 1992, #89T was seen near Esko, Carlton
Co., about 15 miles west of where it was
banded, and on 12 January it turned up about
five miles farther west at Cloquet. Finally,
this individual was relocated on 25 January
in McGregor, Aitkin Co., about 60 miles
west of Superior, where it was last reported
on 1 February.

Although small mammals are an impor-
tant part of the Snowy Owl’s diet, like the
Northern Hawk Owl, Snowys frequently
prey on larger mammals and birds. There-
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fore, they are less likely than Great Grays
to “invade” south of the Canadian border in
search of prey when population crashes of
small mammals, including lemmings, occur
on their breeding grounds. Before this sea-
son, the only fully documented Snowy Owl
invasion in Minnesota occurred November
- May 196667 (The Loon 40:90-92). A
total of 92 individuals was reported, with
no fewer than 40 owls in the southern half
of the state, far more than the 12 seen in
1991-92. (in all, 345 Snowy Owls were re-
ported by 175 observers in that winter’s sur-
vey of the “North Central States”, i.e. North
and South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa.) It is clear,
however, there was also a significant Snowy
Owl invasion in Minnesota and elsewhere
during the winter of 1926-27, perhaps the
largest ever. According to The Birds of Min-
nesota (Vol. [, p. 612), an estimated “five
thousand were killed in Canada and the
United States” that winter; within Minne-
sota, Roberts (p. 611) only cites informa-
tion from one area: “between Oct. 25 and
Apr. 9, Mr. Fryklund of Roseau had 68
Snowy Owls brought to him, nearly all hav-
ing been caught in traps set for fur-bearing
animals.”

American Birds, in their previously cited
report of the 1991-92 winter season, also
reports that this Snowy Owl invasion was
experienced widely in other states and prov-
inces. Ontario recorded their best season
ever, with at least 236 individuals, 224 of
these in southern Ontario. Significantly high
numbers were also reported from New York
(about 100 individuals), New England (es-
pecially Massachusetts with 70+ owls),
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Quebec, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Michigan. Lone Snowys
were also found as far south as the District
of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, south-
ern lllinois, Nebraska, and Kansas. Curi-
ously, farther west, Snowy Owls were less
common than usual, especially in Montana,
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Brit-
ish Columbia.

IV. Other Species
As reported in previous accounts of Great
Gray Owl invasions in Minnesota, other
predators, especially Boreal and Barred
Owls, also have a tendency to appear in

Winter 1992

higher numbers than normal at the same
time. There was no evidence of a Barred
Owl influx last winter, but there were eight
Boreal Owls reported between October 1991
and March 1992. While eight individuals
may not represent a true influx, four of them
were found dead or injured, with such a high
percentage characteristic of some other past
Boreal Owl invasions. It is disappointing that
more Boreals were not reported, especially
since there was an invasion farther east, with
record numbers in both Ontario and Quebec
(American Birds 46:225).

Two other predators also staged invasions
in the state last winter, just as they did dur-
ing the Great Gray Owl influx of 1990-91.
Northern Shrikes were even more common
in 1991-92 than they were during the pre-
vious winter, with sightings in 56 counties
and of 90 individuals on Christmas Bird
Counts (The Loon 64:151). More exciting
was the record number of Gyrfalcons. In
1990-91, a record total of 14 individuals
was documented (The Loon 63:163-167),
but that record was short-lived, since 15
Gyrs occurred between 7 November 1991
and 4 April 1992. Four of these were seen
in Duluth, and no fewer than five individu-
als made it as far as southern Minnesota (in
Anoka, Dakota, Olmsted, Chippewa, and
Martin Counties); the other records were in
Kittson, Roseau, Norman, Carlton, St. Louis
(Ely) and Cook Counties. There was also a
heavy flight of both Northern Shrikes and
Gyrfalcons elsewhere last winter (American
Birds 46:225); as expected, Gyrs received
more coverage than the shrikes and espe-
cially made news in Newfoundland, New
England, southern Quebec (30 individuals),
Ontario (22), Michigan, and British Colum-
bia.

I wish to acknowledge the dozens of ob-
servers who reported owl records last win-
ter; certainly this account would not have
been possible without their cooperation. 1
especially thank Karl Bardon, Mike Hen-
drickson, Warren Nelson, Peder Svingen,
Bill Tefft, and Steve Wilson, who were es-
pecially helpful in providing records. Read-
ers are also invited to send in any owl or
Gyrfalcon records from last season not in-
cluded in this article so that as complete an
account as possible exists for this unprec-
edented invasion. 8255 Congdon Bivd.,
Duluth, MN 55804.
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One Hundred Species in January

Anthony Hertzel

ineteen ninty-one was a big year for

Big Years. That was the year that
six somewhat compulsive Minnesota birders
each spotted more than 300 species before
the end of December. I was one of them.
After finishing the year with 315 species, I
was not quite ready to give up the fever
pace that a Big Year instills. But I also
wasn’t willing to commit to another Big
Year. I decided, instead, that a good way to
ease out of the intensity might be to do a
“Big Month.” Because January was the next
available month, and since I knew that it
was a challenge to see 100 species in all the
winter months combined, I thought that 100
birds before the end of January would be a
difficult but attainable goal. That is what I
set out to do. Maybe then I could follow up
with a “Big Week.”

Every New Year’s Day, Ann Vogel and I
make a trip to one of the northerly parts of
the state for a short, winter birding vacation
— Aitkin County, Ely or maybe the Gunflint
Trail — just to start off the year together.
Since this was an invasion year for winter
owls, we decided to spend New Year’s Day
birding Duluth.

In the previous two years, the first bird
on our lists had been Great Gray Owl. We
were interested in trying for three in a row.
So we drove up to Duluth the evening of
the 31st, found a place to stay and planned
our route for the morning. Great grays had
been reported consistently in a variety of
places, and there was one area northeast of
town that also had a Northern Hawk Owl
hanging around. This was where we would
begin the day.

On the morning of the 1st, Ann and I
were out and birding before daybreak. There
is always the “danger” that the first bird of
the year might be a House Sparrow or Eu-
ropean Starling, so it was important to get
out of town before sunrise. When the sky
eventually lightened enough for us to actu-
ally see and identify something, Ann imme-
diately pointed out an owl. She always does
this. No one finds owls like Ann does. This
time, however, before she could describe the

196

bird’s location, I found a second owl. Both
turned out to be Great Grays, and we found
eight more by ten o’clock that morning. With
our first bird found and noted, we turned
and almost immediately made Northern
Hawk Ow] the second. House Sparrows and
European Starlings were now acceptable.

Saint Louis and Lake counties provided
us with many of the more common winter
birds, including Pine and Evening Gros-
beaks, Northern Shrike, an Iceland Gull at
Knife River, five Snowy Owls and hundreds
of Bohemian Waxwings. We returned home
with 22 species by the end of the day. Not a
great number, but certainly a good start.

Birding in January is either a cold and
dreary adventure or a cold and exciting ad-
venture. It really helps to have a companion
along. It’s also good to have a reliable car
with a good heater, lots of luck and a ther-
mos of coffee. For the rest of the month I,
at least, would have the thermos.

I returned to Duluth on the 4th to find a
Gyrfalcon in the harbor and lucked into a
White-winged Scoter at Stony Point. Mostly,
though, I birded around the Twin Cities dur-
ing the first week, and by the 5th of January
I’d seen 51 species. I had added several good
birds in the Minneapolis/Saint Paul area, in-
cluding the Oldsquaw and Great Black-
backed Gull that were wintering behind
Holman Field. Also along the Mississippi
there were four Great Blue Herons, ten ad-
ditional species of waterfowl and a few Bald
Eagles.

The most birds I had seen in any January
was 69, so [ knew by now I had a realistic
chance of, at least, besting my record.

A trip out west on the 11th proved espe-
cially lucrative, turning up a Varied Thrush
and Harlequin Duck in Fergus Falls, and a
Prairie Falcon and a couple of Greater Prai-
rie-Chickens near Rothsay. Snow Buntings
and Lapland Longspurs were not hard to
find, and the Peregrine Falcon that flew by
on my return was certainly a bonus.

A trip through southeastern Minnesota
with Peder Svingen on the 15th rewarded
us with, among other species, Wild Turkey
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Northeast. Another species identified with
increasing frequency, Clark’s Grebe, was
found in Jackson County. Even more out-
standing was the Red-throated Loon found
by Ray Glassel at Rice Lake State Park in
Steele County. Although no ibises were re-
ported, increased numbers of “southern” her-
ons this spring were encouraging, especially
if they represented a new trend.

Peregrine Falcons were detected in at
least 16 locations statewide, in addition to
the usual urban sightings. Observers are en-
couraged to report all sightings, especially
as the species continues to recover. In addi-
tion to the immature gray morph that over-
wintered in the Duluth-Superior harbor, two
more Gyrfalcons were sighted this season,
bringing the total to approximately 15 indi-
viduals for 1991-92. The fall/winter total
of 14 in 1990-91 had been considered the
largest known invasion into Minnesota (The
Loon 63:163-167).

For the second spring in a row, shorebird
migration was generally poor, with many
species arriving late or in low numbers. Even
more so than usual, their spring migration
continued well into June. One exception to
the poor showing was the total of seven dif-
ferent Ruffs in three locations, which cer-
tainly raised a few eyebrows. Two records
of Red Knot were noteworthy since none
were reported in Minnesota in all of 1991.
Only one migrant Piping Plover was seen.
The highlight among the gulls this season
was the well-documented appearance of an
adult Ross’ Gull in Pennington County, only
the second record for the state (The Loon
64:156-158).

The knowledgeable examination of
planted junipers in wildlife management ar-
eas of western Minnesota led to increased
detection of what are probably usual num-
bers of Long-eared Owls during their mi-
gration period. Only a few Short-eared Owls
were reported following last spring’s excel-
lent migration. The cool and relatively wet
periods of mid-April produced good num-
bers of kinglets, Brown Creepers, and Win-
ter Wrens, especially in southern and cen-
tral Minnesota.

For many observers, the most exciting
event of the spring was the cooperative Fork-
tailed Flycatcher which spent 12 days in
early May along the beach in Grand Marais.
Local residents first noticed this casual visi-
tor from South America and another Min-
nesota birding event made the front page of
the Cook County News-Herald! Much less
cooperative was Minnesota’s second Lewis’
Woodpecker in Cook County but almost as
rare was the third state record of Green-
tailed Towhee which came to a feeder at
Lowry Nature Center in Carver Park Pre-
serve. May was blessed with other rarities,
especially among the passerines, but other
aspects of migration were just as notewor-
thy. The migration of Catharus thrushes was
reported as the best in many years. Good
numbers of Northern Mockingbirds and
Mountain Bluebirds were reported. Warbler
migration was unremarkable except for the
unusual numbers of Hooded and Worm-eat-
ing Warblers. On the down side, no
Henslow’s Sparrows were found at O. L.
Kipp State Park, their only Minnesota
stronghold.

KEY TO SEASONAL REPORTS

1. Species listed in upper case (PACIFIC LOON) indicate a Casual or Accidental

occurrence in the state.

2. Dates listed in boldface (10/9) indicate an occurrence either earlier, later or within the

earliest or latest dates on file.

3. Counties listed in boldface (Aitkin) indicate either a first county record or an unusual
occurrence for that county. City of Duluth also boldface when applicable.

4. Counties listed in italics (Aitkin) indicate a first county breeding record.

5. Brackets [ ] indicate a species for which there is reasonable doubt as to its origin or

wildness.
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RED-THROATED LOON
Reported 4/29 Steele RG (The Loon
64:165).

Common Loon

Early south 3/22 Hennepin KR, 3/28 Nobles
BSE, KE, 4/1 Carver DM and Goodhue JD;
early north 4/8 Otter Tail SDM, 4/9 Kanabec
CM, 4/12 Becker BBe and Aitkin WN.

Pied-billed Grebe

Early south 3/2 Dakota DN, 3/13 Rice TB,
3/16 Mower JM; early north 3/24 Kanabec
CM, 4/1 Becker BBe, and 4/5 Otter Tail
SDM.

Horned Grebe

Early south 3/25 Olmsted JB, 3/29 Hennepin
SC, 3/30 Winona CS; early north 4/17 St.
Louis TW, 4/19 Otter Tail MO, 4/25 Grant
RIJ.

Red-necked Grebe

Early south 3/30 Ramsey KB, 4/14 Hennepin
SC, 4/15 Olmsted JB, BSE; early north 3/8
Lake DPV (overwintered?), 4/8 Otter Tail
SDM, 4/12 Becker BBe.

Eared Grebe
Early south 4/4 Lac Qui Parle KR, 4/16
Hennepin SC, 4/24 Washington TEB; early
north 5/5 Clay MO, 5/7 Wilkin MCBS, 5/
14 Roseau NIJ.

Western Grebe

Early south 4/18 Cottonwood ED and Lac
Qui Parle DO, 4/20 Mower JM,; early north
4/19 Otter Tail MO, 4/23 Beltrami PS, 4/25
Grant RJ.

CLARK’S GREBE
Seventh state record. 5/3 Jackson AB (The
Loon 64:174).

American White Pelican
Early south 3/28 Nicollet RJ, 4/7 Freeborn
RRK, 4/9 Rice TB; early north 4/6 Otter
Tail SDM, 4/22 Becker BBe, 4/23 Beltrami
PS; also 4/25 Duluth KE.

Double-crested Cormorant

Early south 3/1 Dakota JB, RH (overwin-
tered), 3/7 Hennepin DB, 3/24 Rice TB;
carly north 3/28 Grant SDM, 4/7 Kanabec
CM, 4/11 St. Louis TW.
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American Bittern

Early south 4/18 Big Stone DO, 4/19 Mower
JM, 4/22 Le Sueur EK; early north (4/27
Cook SOL), 5/2 Aitkin WN, 5/3 St. Louis SS.

Least Bittern

Early south 5/16 Anoka RH, 5/19 Cotton-
wood ED, 5/25 Goodhue TEB; north 5/25
Becker MO.

Great Blue Heron

Early south 3/1 Hennepin HT, TT, 3/2 Da-
kota DN and Sherburne SNWR; early north
3/18 Grant SDM, 3/21 Becker BBe, 3/22
Itasca TS.

Great Egret

Early south 3/25 Ramsey KB, 3/28 Wabasha
KR, 3/29 Washington PC; early north 3/30
Kanabec CM, 4/3 Otter Tail MO, 4/5 Grant
SDM.

Snowy Egret

Reported 4/25-26 Lac Qui Parle EL, KR, 5/
6 Rice GS, 5/15 Marshall KSS, 5/23 Hous-
ton mob.

Little Blue Heron
Reported 5/7 Carver KR, 5/10-17 Goodhue
mob, 5/13-19 Olmsted JD, AP, CS.

TRICOLORED HERON
Reported 5/25 Winona PW (The Loon
64:171-172).

Cattle Egret

Early south 4/18 Rock ND, 4/21 Olmsted
JB, BSE, 4/22 Houston EMF; north 5/15
Marshall KSS; also reported from six other
counties.

Green-backed Heron

Early south 4/21 Rice TB, 4/22 Brown JS
and Hennepin SC; early north 5/6 Kanabec
CM, 5/8 Beltrami DJ, 5/9 Aitkin WN and
Hubbard TS.

Black-crowned Night-Heron

Early south 4/6 Hennepin TT, 4/7 Washing-
ton TEB, 4/15 Nobles GS; early north 4/17
Otter Tail SDM, 4/19 Grant GS and Marshall
MCBS.

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
Reported 4/22 Ramsey DS, 5/3 Hennepin
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HH, 5/11 Hennepin SC, 5/15 Houston DJ,
5/23 Brown RJ, 5/25 Aitkin WN.

Tundra Swan

Early south 3/10 Wabasha WDM, 3/13
Nicollet DB, OJ; early north 4/1 Otter Tail
SDM, 4/4 Aitkin WN; late south 4/30
Hennepin DC and Stevens GS, 5/28 Hous-
ton FL; late north 5/19 Clay LCF, 5/22 Lake
of the Woods GS.

[Trumpeter Swan]
Reported 3/9 Otter Tail CS/KC and 3/14-26
Goodhue HH.

Greater White-fronted Goose

Early south 3/1 Lincoln HK, 3/7 Nobles KB;
early north 3/28 Otter Tail SDM, 4/12
Becker MO and Kittson MCBS; late south
5/9 Lyon HK, 5/15 Houston KF; late north
5/16 Duluth MH, 5/27 Norman PS.

Snow Goose

Early south 3/1 Dakota AB, Lincoln HK,
Martin BBo, Rice TB; early north 3/28 Ot-
ter Tail SDM, 4/11 Polk BSE; late south 4/
29 Lac Qui Parle SC, 5/19 Traverse GS;
late north 5/20 Marshall GS, 5/23 Norman
MO.

ROSS’ GOOSE

Early south 3/22 Goodhue HH, 3/29 Jack-
son (one), Nobles (13) mob (The Loon
64:121-122), 4/4 Nobles (two) RJ, 4/12 Big
Stone DN, 5/12 Duluth KE, 5/23 Watonwan
RIJ.

Canada Goose
Reported from 35 counties south, 18 coun-
ties north.

Wood Duck

Early south 3/1 Nicollet MF, Olmsted BSE
and Rice OR; early north 3/18 Grant, Otter
Tail SDM, 3/21 Wilkin MO.

Green-winged Teal

Early south 3/1 Lincoln HK, 3/7 Cotton-
wood ED, 3/8 Olmsted BSE; early north 3/
28 Clay MO, Kanabec CM and Otter Tail
SDM.

American Black Duck
Early south 3/7 Winona DN, 3/17 Hennepin
DC, 3/18 Martin BBo; reported north 4/9

Winter 1992

Aitkin WN.

Mallard
Reported from 35 counties south, 19 coun-
ties north.

Northern Pintail

Early south 3/1 Lincoln HK and Rice OR,
3/2 Cottonwood ED and Winona CS; early
north 3/8 Otter Tail and Wilkin SDM, 3/22
Clay MO, 3/28 Polk KSS.

Blue-winged Teal

Early south 3/8 Rice OR, 3/13 Nicollet OJ,
3/22 Houston DN; carly north 4/5 Aitkin
WN and Grant SDM, 4/6 Otter Tail CS/KC.

Cinnamon Teal

Reported 4/12 Cottonwood fide ED, 4/17
Marshall MCBS, 4/25 Lac Qui Parle mob,
5/10 Kittson MCBS, 5/18 Kittson (two) KB.

Northern Shoveler

Early south 3/2 Rice TB, 3/7 Houston DN,
Martin RJ, BBo and Pipestone JP; early
north 3/28 Becker MO and Grant SDM, 3/
30 Clay MM.

Gadwall

Early south 3/1 Dakota TT, Hennepin HT,
Lincoln HK and Rice TB, OR; early north
3/28 Clay MO, 4/9 Kanabec CM and
Pennington MCBS.

American Wigeon

Early south 3/1 Rice TB, OR, 3/2 Winona
CS, 3/3 Houston FL; early north 3/21 Otter
Tail MO, 3/28 Polk KSS, 4/5 Aitkin WN
and Kanabec CM.

Canvasback

Early south 3/1 Dakota JD, Lincoln HK and
Rice OR; early north 3/28 Clay MO, 3/29
Otter Tail CS/KC, SDM, 4/10 Kanabec CM.

Redhead

Early south 3/1 Dakota mob and Rice TB,
3/3 Winona CS; early north 3/28 Clay MO
and Otter Tail SDM, 4/9 Pennington MCBS.

Ring-necked Duck

Early south 3/1 Dakota mob, Lincoln HK,
Olmsted JB and Rice TB; early north 3/18
Grant SDM, 3/21 Otter Tail MO, 3/28
Kanabec CM.
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Greater Scaup

Early south 3/8 Lyon HK, 3/22 Dakota RB
and Houston DN; early north 3/27 Becker
BBe and Kanabec CM, 4/10 Beltrami KH.

Lesser Scaup

Early south 3/1, Dakota RH, TT and Rice
TB, 3/2 Winona CS; early north 3/8 Otter
Tail SDM, 3/29 Clay LCF, 4/3 Roseau NJ.

Oldsquaw
Reported 3/15-5/30 Cook mob; also 3/22,
4/6 Ramsey KB, 4/6 Dakota KB.

Surf Scoter
Reported 4/25-26 Chippewa and Lac Qui
Parle mob, 5/11-14 Duluth KE et al.

White-winged Scoter
Reported 5/8 St. Louis DC.

Common Goldeneye
Late south 4/20 Washington DS, 5/26
Hennepin SC, 5/30 Meeker RJ.

Bufflehead

Early south 3/1 Cottonwood ED, 3/2 Rice
OR, TB and Winona CS; early north 3/14
St. Louis KE, 3/26 lake DPV, 3/27 Becker
BBe; late south 5/6 Ramsey DlJe, 5/30
Hennepin SC.

Hooded Merganser

Early south 3/1 Dakota RJ, TT, 3/2 Rice
TB, OR, FKS and Winona CS; early north
3/21 Aitkin WN, 3/27 Becker BBe, 3/28
Norman MO.

Common Merganser
Late south 4/27 Olmsted AP, 4/30 Hennepin
SC, 5/2 Lincoln SDM.

Red-breasted Merganser

Early south 3/1 Washington DN, 3/8 Da-
kota TT, Olmsted AP, BSE; early north 4/5
Aitkin WN and Otter Tail SDM, 4/6
Kanabec CM.

Ruddy Duck

Early south 3/4 Winona CS, 3/8 Kandiyohi
JR and Olmsted JB; early north 4/5 Otter
Tail SDM, 4/12 Becker MO, 5/1 Marshall BK.

Turkey Vulture
Early south 3/10 Houston EMF, 3/16
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Nicollet MF, 3/22 Goodhue KB; early north
4/5 Otter Tail CS/KC, 4/6 St. Louis TW, 4/8
Hubbard MCBS.

Osprey
Early south 4/2 Houston FL, 4/7 Olmsted
AP, 4/11 Hennepin TT; early north 4/12
Carlton, St. Louis KR, 4/17 Pennington
MCBS, 4/18 Cass RJ, Aitkin SC and Otter
Tail MO.

Bald Eagle
Reported from 25 counties south, 18 coun-
ties north.

Northern Harrier

Early south 3/1 Lyon HK and Rice TB, 3/3
Fillmore GMD; early north 3/2 Aitkin WN,
3/6 Clay MM, 3/8 Wilkin SDM.

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Early south 3/1 Dakota JD, 3/3 Olmsted JB,
3/6 Houston EMF; early north 3/16 Pen-
nington KSS, 3/27 Becker BK, 3/28 Clay MO.

Cooper’s Hawk
Early south 3/4 Olmsted IB, 3/7 Rock KB,
3/14 Mower RRK; early north 4/1 Aitkin
WN, 4/4 St. Louis TW, 4/8 Becker BBe and
Marshall MCBS.

Northern Goshawk
Late south 4/17 Mower RRK, 4/29 Anoka
DN, 4/30 Sherburne DO.

Red-shouldered Hawk

Early south 3/4 Olmsted JB, 3/14 Dakota
TT and Hennepin DZ; early north 3/14 Ait-
kin WN, 3/15 Becker BBe and Otter Tail
SDM; also 5/30 St. Louis mob.

Broad-winged Hawk

Early south 4/3 Anoka OJ, 4/7 Hennepin
SC, 4/17 Washington WL; early north 4/20
St. Louis AE, 4/23 Kanabec CM, 4/25
Hubbard HJF.

Swainson’s Hawk

Early south 3/24 Olmsted JB, 4/4 Washing-
ton PC, 4/12 Dakota JD and Big Stone DN;
early north 5/1 Grant GS, 5/9 Otter Tail
SDM, 5/15 Clay LCF and Kittson MCBS.

Red-tailed Hawk
Reported from 34 counties south, 21 coun-
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ties north.

Ring-necked Pheasant
Reported from 11 north and 36 south coun-
ties.

Spruce Grouse

All reports: 3/5-4/24 Gunflint Trail, Cook
County KMH, 3/22 Beltrami DJ, 3/29 Lake
SS, 4/12 Lake KR, 4/28 Cook SOL; last
sighted along Lake County Road 2 on 3/7
fide KE.

Ruffed Grouse
Reported from 18 north and 14 south coun-
ties.

Greater Prairie-Chicken

All reports: 3/8-4/26 Wilkin mob, 3/20-5/
17 Clay mob, 3/28 Norman (44) MO, 4/11-
12 Polk KE et al and Red Lake MCBS.

Sharp-tailed Grouse

Reported from Aitkin, Kittson, Marshall,
Pennington, Polk, Red Lake, Roseau, St.
Louis and Clay counties (numbers down KE).

Wild Turkey

Reported from Fillmore, Goodhue, Le Sueur,
Nicollet, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha and
Winona counties.

Northern Bobwhite
Only report: 5/24 Wilmington Township,
Houston County (five) KE et al.

Yellow Rail

All reports: 5/10 Marshall MCBS, 5/15
Pennington MCBS, 5/18 Aitkin (12) WN,
5/19 Morrison MCBS.

Virginia Rail

Early south 4/11 Carver PS (earliest date on
record), 4/19 Hennepin DN, 4/22 Mower
JM; early north 5/11 Pennington MCBS, 5/
17 Otter Tail SDM.

Sora

Early south 4/8 Le Sueur EK, 4/19 Hennepin
01, 4/25 Carver DM,; early north 5/8 Becker
BBe, 5/10 Otter Tail MO, 5/11 Pennington
MCBS.

Common Moorhen
All reports: 5/17-30 La Crescent, Houston
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County KE, mob, 5/25 Winona CS.

American Coot

Early south 3/1 Rice TB, 3/2 Winona CS, 3/
4 Dakota KB (these early March dates could
be of wintering birds); early north 4/8
Becker BBe, 4/9 Pennington MCRBS, 4/18
St. Louis AE.

Sandhill Crane

Early south 3/20 SNWR, 3/24 Washington
WL, 3/27 Anoka JH and Winona CS; early
north 3/25 Norman PS, 3/29 Clay LCF, 3/
31 Becker BBe; peak of 3000+ 4/10-11 Polk
KE.

Black-bellied Plover

All reports: 5/9 Cottonwood JB, 5/11-30
Pennington MCSB, 5/13 Polk PS, 5/14
Carver mob, 5/15 Nobles GS, 5/23 Hennepin
0J, Goodhue KB and Waseca RJ, 5/24 Itasca
AB, 5/25 Hennepin SC, 5/27 St. Louis mob,
5/30 Roseau NJ.

Lesser Golden-Plover

Early south 4/23 Martin BBo, 5/2 Watonwan
RJ, 5/3 Cottonwood ED; early north 5/7 St.
Louis DPV, 5/8 Roseau MCBS, 5/13 Polk
RJ; late south 5/15 Mower RRK, 5/16 Pip-
estone JP; late north 5/24 Itasca AB, 5/30
Becker BBe, 5/31 St. Louis EL.

Semipalmated Plover

Early south 4/22 Pipestone JP, 4/25 Carver
DM, 4/29 Lac Qui Parle SC; early north 5/8
Roseau MCBS, 5/13 Clearwater RJ, 5/18
Kanabec CM; late south 5/26 Rice TB, 5/27
Ramsey KB, 5/30 Hennepin SC; late north
5/24 ltasca AB, 5/30 St. Louis AE, 5/31
Roseau MCBS.

Piping Plover
Only report: 5/21-22 Park Point, Duluth NJ,
PS.

Killdeer

Early south 3/1 Rice TB and Washington
DN, 3/2 Murray and Rock ND, 3/3 Houston
FL; early north 3/1 Otter Tail SDM (earliest
date on record), 3/21 Becker BBe, 3/26 St.
Louis DE.

American Avocet
All south reports: 4/24 Rock ND, JP, 4/25-
5/2 Lac Qui Parle (peak of 20) mob, 5/3
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Cottonwood AB; all north reports 4/29-5/
12 St. Louis mob, 5/7 Clay MCBS, 5/9-5/
31 Roseau NJ, MCBS, 5/13 Clearwater
(two) RJ, 5/16-21 Kittson MCBS, GS, 5/20
Marshall KSS, 5/28 Clearwater PS.

Greater Yellowlegs

Early south 4/6 Chippewa RJ, 4/7 Cotton-
wood HK, 4/8 Olmsted BSE; early north 4/
8 Mahnomen BK and Otter Tail SDM, 4/16
Marshall MCBS, 4/17 Becker BBe; late
south 5/13 Carver MB, 5/19 Olmsted BSE,
5/23 Brown RIJ; late north 5/16 Pennington
KSS, 5/24 Itasca AB.

Lesser Yellowlegs

Early south 4/7 Cottonwood HK and Rice
TB, 4/8 Olmsted BSE, 4/9 Mower RRK;
early north 4/8 Otter Tail SDM, 4/12 Clay
LCF, 4/22 Becker BBe; late south 5/23
Brown RJ, 5/24 Rice TB, 5/30 Hennepin
SC and Olmsted AP; late north 5/24 Itasca
AB, 5/27 Norman PS.

Solitary Sandpiper

Early south 4/16 Washington WL, 4/18 Cot-
tonwood ED, 4/21 Rice TB; early north 5/
11 Cook KMH and St. Louis AE, 5/12
Roseau NJ, 5/14 Kittson RJ; late south 5/18
Le Sueur EK, 5/30 Hennepin SC; late north
5/24 Beltrami DJ, 5/27 Norman PS.

Willet

Early south 4/25 Lac Qui Parle mob, 4/26
Big Stone mob, 5/1 Olmsted and Rock IB,
BSE; late south 5/23 Brown RJ; all north
reports: 4/21 Aitkin WN, PS, 5/8 Cook
KMH, 5/8-13 Roseau MCBS, 5/12
Clearwater.

Spotted Sandpiper

Early south 4/15 Mower JM, 4/17 Winona
CS, 4/21 Murray ND; early north 4/24 Lake
DPV, 4/26 Becker BBe, 4/29 Clay LCF and
St. Louis AE.

Upland Sandpiper

Early south 4/18 Big Stone DO, 5/1 Rock
PS, 5/2 Pipestone PS; early north 5/7 Clay
MCBS, 5/10 Kittson MCBS, Polk KSS and
Wilkin MO, 5/13 Clearwater RJ.

Whimbrel
All reports: 5/17 Otter Tail (20) SDM, 5/
18-30 St. Louis mob, 5/23-25 Lake fide KE,

Winter 1992

5/23-30 Cook KMH, DN.

Hudsonian Godwit

Early south 4/25 Lac Qui Parle HK, 5/1
Rock PS, 5/3 Cottonwood ED and Nobles
AB; early north 5/7 Grant MCBS, 5/11 Clay
LCF, 5/12 St. Louis KE; late south 5/24
Stearns JR, 5/30 Hennepin SC, OJ and
Stevens RIJ; late north 5/28 Pennington
MCBS, 5/31 St. Louis KE.

Marbled Godwit

Early south 4/18 Dakota TT and Swift DO,
4/25 Lac Qui Parle mob, 4/26 Big Stone
TEB; early north 4/12 Becker MO and Clay
LCF, 4/14 Red Lake MCBS, 4/17 Polk BBe.

Ruddy Turnstone

Early south 5/14 SNWR, 5/15 Goodhue JF,
5/17 Hennepin SC; early north 5/8 Penning-
ton MCRBS, 5/14 Kittson RJ and Lake DPV,
5/16 St. Louis DN; late south 5/24 Dakota
TT and Yellow Medicine HK, 5/25 Hennepin
TT, 5/30 Stevens RIJ; late north 5/27 Polk
PS, 5/28 Clearwater PS, 5/31 St. Louis EL.

Red Knot
All reports: 5/28 Clearwater (three) PS, 5/
30-31 Duluth (two) mob.

Sanderling

Early south 5/10 Olmsted JB; early north 5/
8 Pennington MCBS, 5/9 Roseau NJ, 5/11
Clay LCF; late south 5/23 Goodhue KB, 5/
24 Stearns JR, 5/26 Hennepin OJ; late north
5/27 Norman PS, 5/31 St. Louis EL.

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Early south 4/11 Lac Qui Parle DN, 4/19
Lyon HK, 5/1 Olmsted JB; early north 5/8
Pennington MCBS, 5/13 Clearwater RJ; late
south 5/28 Olmsted AP, 5/30 Stevens RJ, 5/
31 Hennepin OJ; late north 5/24 Itasca AB,
5/28 Clearwater PS, 5/31 Marshall MCBS
and St. Louis EL.

Least Sandpiper

Early south 4/25 Big Stone TEB and Lyon
HK, 4/28 Rice TB, 4/29 Hennepin SC; early
north 5/8 Pennington MCBS, 5/10 Wilkin
MO, 5/11 Clay LCF and Lake DPV; late
south 5/24 Stearns JR, 5/26 Hennepin SC,
0lJ, 5/27 Sherburne DO; late north 5/27
Beltrami DJ, 5/30 Roseau NJ, 5/31 St. Louis
EL.
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White-rumped Sandpiper

Early south 4/25 Lyon HK, 4/29 Lac Qui
Parle SC, 5/1 Rock PS; early north 5/10
Wilkin MO, 5/14 Kittson RJ and Marshall
MCBS; late south 5/24 Stearns JR, 5/26
Hennepin SC, OJ and Rice TB, 5/30 Stevens
RJ; late north 5/28 Clearwater PS, 5/31
Marshall MCBS.

Baird’s Sandpiper

Early south 4/6 Chippewa RJ, 4/11 Lac Qui
Parle DN, 4/23 Cottonwood ED and Martin
BBo; early north 4/11 Polk KE, 4/17
Marshall MCBS; late south 5/28 Olmsted
AP, 5/30 Stevens RJ; late north 5/24 Itasca
AB.

Pectoral Sandpiper

Early south 3/28 Wabasha KR, 4/5 Goodhue
TEB, 4/6 Chippewa RJ; early north 4/19
Red Lake KSS, 5/9 Becker BBe and Roseau
NJ, 5/10 Wilkin MO; late south 5/27 Ramsey
KK, 5/28 Hennepin TT, 5/30 Stevens RIJ;
late north 5/24 Itasca AB, 5/31 Marshall
MCBS and St. Louis EL.

Dunlin

Early south 4/11 Lac Qui Parle DN, 4/23
Martin BBo, 4/25 Big Stone TEB; early
north 5/10 Kittson MCBS and Wilkin MO,
5/16 St. Louis DN; late south 5/27 Ramsey
KB, 5/30 Stevens RJ, 5/31 Hennepin mob
and Lac Qui Parle HK; late north 5/27
Clearwater PS, 5/31 Marshall MCBS and
St. Louis EL.

Stilt Sandpiper

All reports: 5/3 Cottonwood AB, 5/8
Pennington MCBS, 5/9 Carver PS, 5/15
Koochiching RJ, 5/16 Cottonwood ED, 5/
17 Mower JM, 5/20 Hennepin SC, 5/23
Watonwan RJ, 5/31 Lac Qui Parle HK.

RUFF

All reports: 4/29 Lac Qui Parle SC (The
Loon 64:169), 5/9 Carver (photographed)
PS, 5/16 New Germany, Carver Co. PN et
al (The Loon 64:173-174) and Polk (two)
KSS (The Loon 64:167-169).

Short-billed Dowitcher

Early south 5/2 Lac Qui Parle DN, 5/3
Nobles AB, 5/8 Hennepin OJ; early north 5/
2 Clay DJ, 5/8 Pennington MCBS, 5/10 Ot-
ter Tail MO; late south 5/17 Hennepin SC
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and Mower JM, 5/20 Washington WL; late
north 5/17 Red Lake AB, 5/25 Lake DPV;
peak of 110 5/11 St. Louis MH.

Long-billed Dowitcher

All reports: 4/29 Big Stone and Lac Qui
Parle SC, 5/1 Olmsted JB, BSE and Rock
PS, 5/2 Lac Qui Parle DN, 5/3 Cottonwood
AB and Mower RRK.

Common Snipe
Early south 3/4 Hennepin DZ, TT (prob-
ably wintering bird), 3/24 Brown MF and
Meeker MSc, 4/6 Chippewa RJ and SNWR;
early north 3/28 Lake TW, 4/1 Aitkin WN,
4/3 Becker BBe.

American Woodcock

Early south 3/6 Cottonwood ED and
Olmsted BSE, 3/7 Martin RJ, 3/14 Houston
EMF; early north 3/19 Pine BBe, 3/27
Kanabec CM, 4/5 Aitkin WN.

Wilson’s Phalarope

Early south 4/29 Lac Qui Parle SC and
Mower RRK, 5/1 Rock PS, 5/2 Hennepin
RB; early north 5/8 Pennington MCBS, 5/
10 Wilkin MO, 5/11 Clay LCF.

Red-necked Phalarope
Only report: 5/14-31 Marshall MCBS.

Franklin’s Gull

Early south 3/24 Winona CS, 4/4 Lincoln
PB, KR, PS, 4/6 Big Stone RJ; early north
4/9 Otter Tail SDM, 4/13 Pennington RJ, 4/
14 Marshall MCBS.

Little Gull
Only report: 5/11 Duluth KE.

Bonaparte’s Gull

Early south 4/6 Big Stone RJ, 4/11 Martin
BBo, 4/12 Carver MB and Hennepin SC;
early north 4/5 Otter Tail MO, 4/26 Aitkin
WN; peak of 2500 5/14 St. Louis KE.

Ring-billed Gull

Early north 3/22 Grant SDM, 3/25 Mille
Lacs BBo, 3/28 Becker, Clay and Norman
MO.

CALIFORNIA GULL
One report: 4/7 Breckenridge, Wilkin County
(two) RG, RJ (The Loon 64:125).
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Herring Gull
Reported from 18 south and 20 north coun-

ties.

Thayer’s Gull

All reports: 3/1 — 3/9 Knife River, Lake
County mob, 3/24 Dakota KB, 4/1 Wash-
ington RJ.

ICELAND GULL

All reports: wintering bird at Knife River,
Lake County last observed 3/9 KE (The
Loon 64:119-120), 4/30 Duluth, St. Louis
County KE.

Glaucous Gull

South reports: 4/12 Hennepin (first winter)
PS; 4/21 Anoka fide SC; north reports 3/4 —
4/8 St. Louis mob, 4/27 Cook KMH and
Lake DPV, 4/30 St. Louis KE.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL

All reports: wintering adult in Dakota
County last seen 3/8 TT (The Loon 64:12—
15), wintering bird (first winter) at Knife
River, Lake County, last seen 3/9 (The Loon
64:119-120).

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL

One report: 3/31-4/1 Washington County
(first winter bird) RG, et al (The Loon
64:127).

ROSS’ GULL

Second Minnesota record; 4/16 Goose Lake,
Pennington County SSt (The Loon 64:156—
158).

Caspian Tern

Early south 4/20 Wabasha WDM, 5/5
Ramsey EL, 5/13 Hennepin DB, SC; early
north 5/10 Aitkin WN, 5/11 Lake DPV and
St. Louis TW, 5/12 Itasca RJ.

Common Tern

Early south 4/23 Washington WL, 4/25 Big
Stone TEB and Lac Qui Parle mob, 5/3 Lyon
HK; early north 4/30 Pennington KSS, 5/11
Lake DPV, 5/12 Itasca RJ.

Forster’s Tern

Early south 4/4 Ramsey KB, 4/12 Dakota
TT, Hennepin DB, DC and Olmsted AP, 4/
13 Rice TB; early north 4/17 Becker BBe,
4/19 Mille Lacs SC, 4/25 Douglas RJ.

Winter 1992

Black Tern

Early south 4/4 Rice TB, 4/9 Carver DM, 4/
30 Hennepin KB and Steele PS; early north
5/6 Otter Tail CS/KC, 5/8 Pennington
MCBS, 5/10 Becker BBe and Clay MO.

Rock Dove
Reported from 30 south and 17 north coun-
ties.

Mourning Dove
Early north 3/8 Aitkin (wintering bird?) WN,
3/18 Becker BBe, 3/27 Kanabec CM.

Black-billed Cuckoo

Early south 5/9 Mower JM, 5/10 Wright AB,
5/12 Hennepin TT; early north 5/15 Otter
Tail CS/KC, 5/18 Traverse CS, 5/19
Clearwater MCBS.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Early south 5/20 Blue Earth LF, 5/22 Brown
JS, Dakota JD and Hennepin DB, 5/23
Kandiyohi JR; one north report: 5/25 Otter
Tail SDM.

Eastern Screech-Owl

Reported from Cottonwood, Hennepin,
Lyon, Mower, Murray, Nobles (nest with
four young) and Pennington.

Great Horned Owl
Reported from 30 south and 14 north coun-
ties.

Snowy Owl

All reports: 3/1 Carlton KB, 3/2 — 4/21 Ait-
kin Gs, WN, 4/4 Cottonwood ED, 4/8 Polk
PS, 4/21-22 Hennepin OJ, KR, 4/25 Dou-
glas RF, 4/27 Beltrami DJ and Lake DPV,
last sighted in Duluth 5/13 mob.

Northern Hawk Owl

All reports: 3/1 Koochiching SDM, 3/8 Ait-
kin WN, 3/10 Becker fide BBe, 3/11 St.
Louis TW, 3/27 Beltrami DJ, 5/5 Aitkin WN.

Burrowing Owl

Two reports: 4/19 Martin, reported in
Fairmont Photo Press of 4/22, 4/26 Traverse
EL.

Barred Owl
Reported from 18 south and 8 north coun-
ties.
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counties.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Early south 3/7 Carver MB, 3/28 Rock KE,
4/1 Lac Qui Parle FE,4/2 Winona AM; early
north 4/1 St. Louis DK, 4/7 Beltrami DJ, 4/
8 Aitkin WN, Becker BK and Otter Tail
SDM.

Downy Woodpecker
Reported from 36 south and 20 north coun-
ties.

Hairy Woodpecker
Reported from 35 south and 24 north coun-
ties.

Black-backed Woodpecker

All reports: 3/7 Becker (one) MO, 3/8
Hegman Lake, St. Louis Co. (two) SS, 5/9—
17 Roseau MCBS, 5/24-25 Hubbard DJ, AB,
5/30 near Bird Lake, St. Louis Co. (nest
found) KE, AE; throughout period in Cook
KHM, SOL.

Northern Flicker
Early north 3/16 Otter Tail SDM, 3/27
Becker BK, 4/6 Aitkin WN and St. Louis AE.

Pileated Woodpecker
Reported from 20 north and 28 south coun-
ties.

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Early south 5/7 Hennepin SC and Winona
CS, 5/8 Nicollet LF, EK and Olmsted JB,
BSE; early north 5/9 Beltrami DJ, 5/11
Pennington MCBS, 5/13 Mahnomen RJ; late
south 5/30 Brown JS, 5/31 Stearns AB.

Eastern Wood-Pewee

Early south 5/8 Rice FKS, 5/10 Goodhue
DZ, Hennepin TT and Washington PC, WL;
early north 5/5 St. Louis AE, 5/7 Becker
BBe, 5/9 Otter Tail CS/KC.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

Early south 5/4 Olmsted BSE, 5/11
Hennepin SC; early north 5/11 Clay LCF,
5/14 Becker BK and Kittson RJ, 5/21 Cook
KMH; late south 5/26 Ramsey KB, 5/31
Brown JS and Hennepin SC.

Acadian Flycatcher
All reports: 5/16-31 Houston KE, mob, 5/
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16 Blue Earth LF, 5/17-31 Hennepin SC,
HT, 5/18 Olmsted JD, AP, 5/23-30 Goodhue
AB, KB, 5/25 Scott DN.

Alder Flycatcher

Early south 5/9 Lyon HK, 5/10 Ramsey RH;
early north 5/5 Clay LCF, 5/14 Kittson RJ,
5/23 Aitkin WN; late south 5/30 Hennepin
SC, 5/31 Stearns AB.

Willow Flycatcher

Early south 5/3 Hennepin OJ, 5/12 Winona
CS, 5/13 Houston EMF; early north 5/14
Clay LCF, 5/18 Pennington KSS, 5/30
Marshall MCBS.

Least Flycatcher

Early south 4/11 (carliest date on record)
Fillmore GMD, 4/28 Brown JS and Cotton-
wood ED, 4/30 Hennepin DC; early north
4/28 Becker BBe, 4/30 Kanabec CM, 5/4
Clay LCF.

Eastern Phoebe

Early south 3/27 Houston EMF, 3/28 Wi-
nona AM, 3/29 Brown JS, Nobles KE and
Rice TB; early north 3/21 (earliest date on
record) BBe, 4/5 Otter Tail SDM, 4/8
Beltrami DJ.

Great Crested Flycatcher

Early south 5/2 Goodhue DZ, Nicollet RJ
and Olmsted JB, 5/5 Washington WL and
Winona AM, 5/6 Le Sueur EK; early north
5/7 Becker BBe, 5/9 Aitkin WN and
Pennington KSS, 5/10 Kittson MCBS.

Western Kingbird

Early south 5/7 Sherburne DO, 5/14 Cot-
tonwood ED and Lac Qui Parle FE, 5/23
Wright MS; early north 5/7 Clay LCF, 5/8
Morrison PS, 5/10 Otter Tail MO; also re-
ported 5/30 Sax-Zim Bog, St. Louis Co.
(one) PB, KR.

Eastern Kingbird

Early south 4/12 Goodhue ID, 4/19 Carver
MB, 4/27 Blue Earth LF; early north 4/24
St. Louis AE, 5/9 Wadena DB, 5/10 Aitkin
WN, Becker BBe, Kittson MCBS and Otter
Tail MO.

FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER
Second state record. 5/3—14 Grand Marais,
Cook Co. DE, mob (The Loon 64:118-119).
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Horned Lark
Reported from 14 north and 39 south coun-
ties.

Purple Martin

Early south 4/2 Cottonwood ED, 4/5
Goodhue KB and Murray ND, 4/16 Brown
JS; early north 4/9 Koochiching GM, 4/15
Beltrami DJ and Grant SDM, 4/17
Pennington MCBS and Roseau NJ.

Tree Swallow

Early south 3/7, (six birds, earliest date on
record) Houston DN, 3/24 Winona CS, 4/5
Goodhue TEB; early north 4/8 Aitkin WN,
Becker PS and St. Louis TW, 4/9 Kanabec
CM, 4/14 Becker BBe and Beltrami DJ.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Early south 4/17 Hennepin SC, 4/18
Goodhue DZ, 4/20 Dakota JD; early north
4/19 Clay LCF, 5/2 Clearwater DI, 5/7
Beltrami DJ.

Bank Swallow

Early south 4/19 Brown JS and Olmsted
BSE, 4/20 Dakota JD and Hennepin SC, 4/
21 Winona CS; early north 5/1 Marshall BK,
5/9 Beltrami DJ, 5/14 St. Louis TW.

CIiff Swallow

Early south 4/19 Sherburne SNWR, 4/27
Ramsey AB, 4/29 Olmsted AP; early north
5/1 Aitkin WN, 5/5 Pine RJ and Roseau NJ,
5/6 Pennington KSS.

Barn Swallow

Early south 4/14 Rice TB, 4/15 Houston FL,
4/17 Hennepin SC and Winona CS; early
north 4/29 Pennington KSS, 5/1 Beltrami
DI, 5/2 Lake DPV.

Gray Jay
Reported from nine north counties.

Blue Jay
Reported from 22 north and 32 south coun-
ties.

Black-billed Magpie

Reported from Aitkin (two nests WN),
Beltrami, Clay, Clearwater, Kittson,
Koochiching, Marshall, Norman, Penn-
ington, Polk, Red Lake, Roseau and St.
Louis counties.

Winter 1992

American Crow
Reported from 21 north and 37 south coun-
ties.

Common Raven

Reported from 16 north counties; one south
report Anoka (resident) JH. Nest found in
Pine County on 5/23 DW (The Loon
64:176).

Black-capped Chickadee
Reported from 20 north and 35 south coun-
ties.

Boreal Chickadee
Reported from Aitkin, Cook, Itasca,
Koochiching, Lake and St. Louis counties.

Tufted Titmouse

All reports: 5/16 Anoka RH, 5/30 Rice OR;
Houston (resident) mob, Olmsted (resident)
mob, Winona (no date) fide CS.

Red-breasted Nuthatch
Reported from 11 north and eight south
counties.

White-breasted Nuthatch
Reported from 23 north and 33 south coun-
ties.

Brown Creeper
Reported from 12 north and 25 south coun-
ties.

CAROLINA WREN
4/8-15 Houston EMF, 5/28-31 Dakota (one)
JD, RI.

House Wren

Early south 4/28 Cottonwood ED and Wi-
nona CS, 4/29 Rice TB, 4/30 Blue Earth
LF, Hennepin DB and Washington TEB,;
early north 5/2 Roseau NI, 5/3 Kanabec CM,
5/4 Lake DPV.

Winter Wren

Early south 3/31 Washington DS, 4/2
Olmsted JB; early north 4/12 Lake KR, 4/
14 St. Louis SS, 4/18 Cook KMH; late south
4/29 Hennepin DZ, 5/8 Olmsted BSE.

Sedge Wren
Early south 4/29 Lac Qui Parle SC, 5/2
Brown JS and Stearns JR, 5/3 Rice TB; early
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Veery

Early south 5/1 Winona CS, 5/2 Anoka KB,
5/8 Olmsted JB, BSE; early north 5/7 St.
Louis AE, 5/10 Aitkin WN and Becker BBe,
5/12 Cass RI.

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Early south 4/21 Sherburne DO, 4/27 Mower
RRK, 5/1 Olmsted JB; early north 5/7 Clay
LCF, 5/9 Becker BK, 5/10 Kittson MCBS;
late south 5/26 Ramsey KB, 5/28 Hennepin
SC.

Swainson’s Thrush

Early south 4/18 Swift DO, 4/19 Olmsted
JB, 4/24 Lyon HK; early north 4/28 Cook
SOL, 5/5 Clay LCF, 5/7 Kanabec CM; late
south 5/27 Brown JS, 5/28 Hennepin SC,
TT and Lyon HK.

Hermit Thrush

Early south 4/5 Lyon HK, 4/6 Houston EMF
and Rice TB, 4/7 Hennepin mob; early north
4/12 Otter Tail SDM, 4/16 Kanabec CM, 4/
17 Clay LCF; late south 5/8 Nicollet LF, 5/
11 Anoka JH.

Wood Thrush

Early south 5/1 Olmsted AP, 5/3 Hennepin
0Ol, 5/4 Brown TT; early north 5/10 Otter
Tail MO, 5/11 Kanabec CM, 5/15
Pennington KSS.

American Robin
Reported from 22 north and 36 south coun-
ties.

Gray Catbird

Early south 5/1 Hennepin KB and Washing-
ton TEB, 5/2 Houston EMF, Le Sueur EK
and Ramsey AB; early north 5/9 Aitkin WN,
Becker BBe and Clay LCF, 5/10 Kanabec
CM, Otter Tail CS/KC, Pennington KSS and
Roseau MCBS.

Northern Mockingbird

All reports: 5/2 Goodhue DZ, 5/4-8 near
downtown Duluth CE, mob, 5/11 Clay LCF,
5/12 Park Point, Duluth TD, 5/14 Sherburne
SNWR, 5/22 Grand Portage, Cook Co. TBe,
5/24 Cliff Creek, Cook Co. KMH, 5/31
Marshall KSS et al.

Brown Thrasher
Early south 3/2 (probably overwintered)

Winter 1992

Fillmore GMD, 4/15 Brown JS, 4/19
Hennepin JF, 4/20 Mower JM; early north
4/30 Kanabec CM, 5/1 Becker BBe, Clay
LCF and Grant GS, 5/4 Itasca TS.

American Pipit

Early south 4/25 Big Stone TEB and Lac
Qui Parle AB, DB, OJ, 5/1 Olmsted JB and
Sibley TT; late south 5/8 Olmsted BSE; all
north reports 5/10 Kittson MCBS, 5/11 Cook
DPV and Pennington MCBS, 5/14 Marshall
MCBS.

Bohemian Waxwing

Reported from only seven north counties.
Late north 4/4 Pennington KSS, 4/7 Cook
KMH and Mahnomen RJ, 4/19 St. Louis
KE.

Cedar Waxwing
Reported from 10 north and 27 south coun-
ties.

Northern Shrike

Late south 3/22 Brown JS and Wabasha
County AB, 3/28 Anoka GS, 3/30 Hennepin
SC; late north 4/12 Norman KE and St.
Louis SS, 4/15 Marshall MCBS, 4/27 Lake
County DPV.

Loggerhead Shrike

Early south 3/7 Murray HK, 3/12 Lyon (two)
HK, 4/5 Wabasha KB, reported from 16
south counties; two north reports 4/19 Clay
(three) LCF, 5/27 Clay PS.

European Starling
Reported from 18 north and 32 south coun-
ties.

WHITE-EYED VIREO
5/10-23 near Reno, Houston County. (one)
FL et al; same location as last year.

Bell’s Vireo

All reports: 5/10-25 Winona CS, mob, 5/
20-27 Dakota (two) PS, TT, DB, 5/22-30
Wabasha KE, mob, 5/24-27 Ramsey (one)
DN, KB.

Solitary Vireo

Early south 4/28 Hennepin SC and Rice TB,
5/1 Mower RRK and Winona CS; early north
5/5 Clay LCF, 5/7 Kanabec CM, 5/8 Cook
KMH; late south 5/19 Hennepin DZ, 5/26
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Olmsted AP.

Yellow-throated Vireo

Early south 5/2 Le Sueur EK and Washing-
ton TT, 5/8 Hennepin SC and Olmsted JB,;
early north 5/9 Aitkin WN, Becker BBe and
Clay LCF, 5/11 Pennington MCBS, 5/12
Cass RI.

Warbling Vireo

Early south 5/1 Dakota JD, Hennepin DB,
KB, DC and Winona CS, 5/2 Goodhue DZ,
5/3 Olmsted AP; early north 5/7 Clay LCF,
5/10 Becker DJ, Kanabec CM, Otter Tail
CS/KC, Pennington KSS and Roseau
MCBS.

Philadelphia Vireo

Early south 5/9 Goodhue EL, Hennepin SC,
Ramsey AB and Scott KR, 5/10 Le Sueur
PS; early north 5/10 Clay LCF, 5/15 St.
Louis AE, 5/17 Aitkin WN and Kanabec
CM; late south 5/23 Houston DN, 5/24
Olmsted AP.

Red-eyed Vireo

Early south 5/8 Olmsted AP, 5/9 Goodhue
EL, Hennepin SC, KR, Lyon HK, Mower
JM, Ramsey AB, Rice TB, Stearns JR and
Steele DZ; early north 5/9 Aitkin WN and
Becker BBe, 5/10 Clay MO, 5/12 Cass RJ,
Kanabec CM and St. Louis SS.

Blue-winged Warbler

Early south 5/8 Hennepin SC, DZ, Nicollet
LF, Olmsted JB, BSE and Winona CS, 5/9
Dakota KR, Goodhue EL, Houston EMEF,
DN, Ramsey AB and Scott KR; “Brewster’s”
Warbler 5/9 Goodhue EL, 5/11 Anoka JH.

Golden-winged Warbler

Early south 5/7 Dakota JD, 5/8 Olmsted JB,
BSE, Sherburne SNWR and Winona CS;
early north 5/9 Becker BBe and Beltrami
DJ, 5/11 St. Louis TW, 5/12 Cass RJ.

Tennessee Warbler

Early south 5/1 Olmsted AP and Sherburne
DO, 5/2 Pipestone JP and Rice KR; early
north 5/5 Beltrami DJ, 5/7 Otter Tail SDM,
5/8 Becker BBe and Roseau MCBS; late
south 5/28 Anoka JH, 5/30 Hennepin OJ.

Orange-crowned Warbler
Early south 4/17 Olmsted JB, 4/19 Hennepin
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TT; early north 4/28 Clay LCF, 4/30
Kanabec CM; late south 5/16 Blue Earth
LF, 5/17 Hennepin SC, RCD; late north 5/
19 Grant GS, 5/23 Cook PS.

Nashville Warbler

Early south 4/29 Dakota JD, Le Sueur EK
and Nicollet LF, 4/30 Dodge RJ, Hennepin
SC, TT and Sherburne DO; early north 5/1
Beltrami DJ, 5/2 Aitkin WN, 5/3 Kanabec
CM; late south 5/28 Hennepin SC.

Northern Parula

Early south 5/1 Winona CS, 5/4 Ramsey
KB, 5/7 Hennepin DN; early north 5/9 Ait-
kin WN, Becker BBe, Beltrami DJ, Cook
KMH and Polk KSS, 5/15 Itasca RJ; late
south 5/16 Washington PC, 5/17 Hennepin
SC.

Yellow Warbler

Early south 4/30 Hennepin DB and Winona
AM, CS, 5/1 Brown JS and Dakota JD; early
north 5/2 Lake DPV, 5/3 Cook KMH, 5/7
St. Louis AE.

Chestnut-sided Warbler

Early south 5/7 Hennepin SC and Mower
RRK, 5/8 Olmsted JB, BSE and Winona CS;
carly north 5/9 Aitkin WN, Becker BBe,
Beltrami DJ and St. Louis AE, 5/10 Kanabec
CM, 5/11 Cook DPV,; late south 5/26
Ramsey KB, 5/29 Brown JS.

Magnolia Warbler

Early south 4/29 Pipestone ND, 5/7 Dakota
JD and Winona CS, 5/8 Cottonwood ED and
Lac Qui Parle FE; early north 5/7 Kanabec
CM, 5/8 Beltrami DJ, 5/9 Aitkin WN and
Clay LCF; late south 5/26 Ramsey KB, 5/
29 Hennepin SC.

Cape May Warbler

Early south 5/9 Hennepin KR, 5/10 Mower
JM, 5/12 Anoka JH; early north 5/11 Cook
DPV, 5/12 Beltrami DJ, 5/13 Polk KSS; late
south 5/17 Anoka EL and Houston FL, 5/18
Hennepin Sc, Olmsted JB and Ramsey coun-
ties AB.

Black-throated Blue Warbler

All reports: 5/15 Goodhue JF, 5/16-26
Olmsted (three locations) AP, JB, 5/18-30
Cook (four locations) KMH, DN, 5/28-30
Lake (four) KE, DN.

The Loon Vol. 64









WDM and Washington TT; early north 5/7
Kanabec CM, 5/8 Beltrami DJ, Cass PS;
late south 5/24 Hennepin TT, 5/28 Wash-
ington WL.

Canada Warbler

Early south 5/7 Hennepin TT, 5/8 Hennepin
DZ; early north 5/10 Becker BBe, 5/13
Kanabec CM; late south 5/24 Hennepin
RCD and Stearns JR, 5/26 Ramsey KB.

Yellow-breasted Chat
All reports: 5/9 Steele TC, 5/12 Rice TC.

Summer Tanager

Early south 5/12 Goodhue DB and Hennepin
SC, TT,; early north 5/17 St. Louis KE, 5/
28 Cook KMH.

Scarlet Tanager

Early south 5/7 Hennepin DN, 5/9 Goodhue
TEB, Hennepin JF and Pipestone ND, JP;
early north 5/12 Becker BBe, 5/13 Lake MS.

WESTERN TANAGER
Found injured 5/30 Hennepin DZ (specimen).

Northern Cardinal
Reported from 30 counties south and seven
counties north to Pennington.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Early south 4/26 Olmsted AP, 4/29 Wabasha
WDM; early north 5/5 Kanabec CM, 5/8
Cass PS, Clay LCF, Pennington KSS and
St. Louis AE.

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK
Reported 4/16 Beltrami AEM (The Loon
64:231-232).

Blue Grosbeak
Early south 5/22 Murray ND, 5/25 Rock ND.

Indigo Bunting

Early south 5/5 Washington TEB, 5/8
Hennepin DZ; early north 5/11 Kanabec CM,
5/12 Becker BBe.

Dickcissel
Early south 5/10 Lyon HK, 5/12 Murray ND.

GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE
Third state record 5/12~14 Carver mob (The
Loon 156-157).

Winter 1992

Rufous-sided Towhee

Early south 4/18 Houston EMF, 4/21
Hennepin TT and Rice TB; early north 5/1
Beltrami DJ, 5/9 Duluth DS.

American Tree Sparrow

Late south 4/28 Hennepin SC and Olmsted
JB, 4/29 Nicollet LF; late north 5/9 Cook
SOL, 5/12 Becker BBe.

Chipping Sparrow
Early south 4/9 Ramsey RH, 4/13 Rice TB;
early north 4/19 Otter Tail MO.

Clay-colored Sparrow

Early south 4/24 Olmsted AP, 4/26 Cotton-
wood ED; early north 4/28 Becker BBe, 4/
29 Clay LCF.

Field Sparrow

Early south 4/11 Cottonwood ED and
Olmsted AP, 4/12 Mower AB; ecarly north
5/1 Douglas GS, 5/11 Clay LCE.

Vesper Sparrow

Early dates south: 4/6 Brown JS and Rice
TB, 5/7 Dakota KB and Olmsted AP; early
north 4/10 Otter Tail BSE, 4/11 Red Lake
MCBS.

Lark Sparrow

Early south 4/29 Dakota, 5/3 Sherburne GS;
early north 5/5 St. Louis AE, 5/9 Becker
BBe and Wadena DB.

Savannah Sparrow
Early south 4/6 Brown JS, 4/9 Lyon RJ;
early north 4/17 Marshall MCBS, Wilkin DN.

Grasshopper Sparrow

Early south 4/17 Dakota JD, 4/25 Chippewa
DB; early north 5/2 Clay DJ, 5/10 Kittson
MCBS.

Henslow’s Sparrow
Reported 5/14 Duluth LE (The Loon
64:121).

LeConte’s Sparrow
Early south 4/17 Winona CS; early north 5/
6 Cook PS, 5/9 Kittson MCBS.

Sharp-tailed Sparrow
Early north 5/16 Pennington KSS, 5/20
Morrison MCBS.
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Fox Sparrow

Early south 3/8 Hennepin HT, TT and
LeSueur EK, 3/9 Wabasha WDM; early
north 3/21 Otter Tail MO, 3/23 Becker BBe;
late south 4/30 Olmsted BSE, 5/5 Washing-
ton WL; late north 5/2 Cook KMH and
Pennington KSS, 5/26 Roseau NJ.

Song Sparrow
Early north 3/28 Kanabec CM, 3/29 Clay
LCF and Lake SS.

Lincoln’s Sparrow

Early south 4/19 Hennepin DN; early north
4/28 Clay LCF, 4/29 Roseau NJ; late south
5/18 Cottonwood ED, Hennepin SC, Rice TB.

Swamp Sparrow

Early south 3/15 Houston KB, 3/29 Carver
RB; early north 4/15 Roseau NJ, 4/18 Lake
DPV.

White-throated Sparrow

Early south 3/1 Hennepin OJ, Olmsted BSE,
Washington WL, 3/6 Hennepin SC (early
March dates probably overwintered); early
north 4/11 St. Louis AE, 4/14 Becker BBe;
late south 5/25 Chisago DZ, 5/26 Brown JS.

White-crowned Sparrow

Early south 4/6 Fillmore GMD, 5/1 Cotton-
wood ED, Dakota JD, Hennepin KB, DC,
Martin BBo and Renville TT; early north 4/
14 Becker BBe, 5/1 Aitkin WN, Beltrami
DJ and Clay LCF; late south 5/15 Winona
CS, 5/16 Hennepin SC, QJ; late north 5/18
Koochiching GM, 5/26 Cook SOL.

Harris’ Sparrow

Early south 3/7 Martin BBo, 3/23 Rock ND;
early north 3/31 Becker BBe, 5/3 St. Louis
AE (March dates are probably overwinter-
ing birds); late south 5/14 Hennepin SC, EL,
5/17 Olmsted BSE; late north 5/15 Clay
LCF, Kanabec CM, 5/18 Koochiching GM.

Dark-eyed Junco
Late south 5/6 Dakota JD, Lac Qui Parle
FE and Pipestone JP, 5/17 Cottonwood ED.

Lapland Longspur

Early north 4/16 Clay LCF; late south 4/25
Lac Qui Parle AB, DB, OJ and Stevens RJ,
4/26 Martin BBo; late north 5/12 Cass RIJ,
5/23 Cook KMH, PS.
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Chestnut-collared Longspur
Early north 4/17 Clay DN, 5/2 Clay DJ.

Snow Bunting

Late south 3/26 Hennepin OJ, 4/4 Hennepin
SC; late north 5/10 Kittson MCBS, 5/11
Lake DPV.

Bobolink

Early south 4/26 Houston EMF, 5/3 Jack-
son AB; early north 5/3 Todd KB, 5/9 Otter
Tail CS/KC and Roseau MCBS.

Red-winged Blackbird
Early north 3/7 Aitkin WN and Todd OJ.

Eastern Meadowlark
Early north 3/29 Kanabec CM, 4/1 Aitkin WN.

Western Meadowlark
Early north 3/11 Pennington KSS, 3/18 Clay
MM and Otter Tail SDM.

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Early south 3/5 Olmsted BSE (earliest date
on record—overwintered?) 4/3 Rock PS;
early north 4/5 Otter Tail SDM, 4/8
Pennington MCBS.

Rusty Blackbird

Early south 3/1 Hennepin TT, 3/2 Murray
ND; early north 4/10 Otter Tail CS/KC, 4/
12 Clay MO; late south 4/26 Wright AB, 5/
4 Hennepin SC; late north 5/16 Cook AB.

Brewer’s Blackbird

Early south 3/7 Cottonwood HK, 3/8
Olmsted AP; early north 3/20 Becker BBe,
3/25 Otter Tail CS/KC.

Common Grackle
Early north 3/1 Koochiching GM, 3/3 Ait-
kin WN.

Brown-headed Cowbird

Early south 3/2 Rice OR, 3/6 Martin BBo;
early north 4/9 Aitkin WN, 4/16 Otter Tail
MO, Pennington KSS and St. Louis TW.

Orchard Oriole

Early south 5/9 Fillmore GMD, Pipestone
JP, Winona AP, 5/10 Goodhue EL, LeSueur
PS, Lyon HK, Winona CS, Carver MB; early
north 5/10 Kittson MCBS and Otter Tail CS/
KC.
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Northern Oriole

Early south 5/1 Brown JS, Hennepin DB,
KB, Martin BBo, Mower RRK, Nicollet LF
and Winona counties CS; early north 5/7
Becker BK and Pennington KSS, 5/8
Beltrami DJ, Clay LCF and Wadena coun-
ties DB.

Pine Grosbeak
Late north 3/30 Koochiching GM and Lake
of the Woods KSS, 4/4 Cook KMH.

Purple Finch
Reported from 18 counties north and 22
counties south.

House Finch
Reported from 15 counties north (to Roseau)
and 22 counties south.

White-winged Crossbill
Late south 3/1 Washington DN, 3/7 Brown
JS.
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Common Redpoll

Late south 3/24 Olmsted BSE, 4/12 Anoka
JH; late north 5/10 Koochiching GM, 5/31
Cook SOL.

Hoary Redpoll
Late north 4/12 Marshall MCBS, 4/29
Koochiching GM.

Pine Siskin
Reported from 15 counties north and 16
counties south.

American Goldfinch
Reported from 18 counties north and 31
counties south.

Evening Grosbeak
Reported from 11 counties north.

House Sparrow
Reported from 17 counties north and 27
counties south.




Least Terns in Dakota County

Karl Bardon

On 29 August 1992, one adult and one
juvenile Least Tern were located on
the Spring Lake portion of the Mississippi
River in Dakota County. They were origi-
nally spotted from a county park off Pine
Bend Trail on the south shore, but they were
foraging more than a half-mile out on the
lake and were visible only as two tiny white
dots flitting about over the water. I tenta-
tively identified them as Least Terns, based
on their apparent small size and in particu-
lar their quick, lively flight, which reminded
me of the Least Terns I have seen in Texas.

I waited on shore for around two hours,
hoping that the terns would come closer and
allow me to confirm their identity, but they
stayed out in the same far channel of the
river. They would fly up to forage for short
periods, and then alight again on the same
stumps in the water. Even at this distance, I
could see that one individual was making
more foraging trips than the other, and that
it often flew back to the stumps and ap-
peared to feed the other individual.

Finally, desperate to know if these were
really Least Terns, I made the 45 minute
drive back home to get a canoe. Unfortu-
nately, by the time I got back to the lake,
the trail I had used to get to the south shore
was closed off for an archery shoot, so I
was forced to put the canoe in at the boat
landing two miles to the east. Of course,
strong winds had picked up by that time,
and I spent the next hour canoeing across
the surprisingly shallow lake.

I did not arrive at the location where the
terns were sighted until five hours after the
original observation, but immediately upon
canoeing into the area of fallen trees and
stumps, I spotted two very small, white terns
sitting on a log in the river, and easily iden-
tified them as Least Terns. I beached the
canoe up on a log, and proceeded to enjoy
watching these two terns through my scope
for the next hour.

Once closer to the terns, I confirmed the
observation of the adult feeding the juve-

222

nile bird, although the juvenile also occa-
sionally made successful fishing forays of
its own.

The adult’s most striking feature was the
black cap extending far down the back of
the head, and the contrasting white forehead
which extended up above the eye. A black
line extended from the black cap through
the eye to the base of the bill. The long,
thin bill was greenish-yellow at the base and
darker at the tip. The underparts were white.
A thin, black line on the dorsal surface of
the first one or two primaries contrasted
sharply with the silver-gray color on the rest
of the mantle, and was visible both in flight
and while perched. The tail was consider-
ably shorter than the folded wings, and could
only be seen well in flight, when it appeared
short and moderately forked, with no obvi-
ous dark outer or inner edge. The leg color
appeared light brownish.

The juvenile bird lacked the complete cap
of the adult, and instead had two dark
patches behind both eyes which did not meet
on the back of the head. The rest of the cap,
including the forehead, was smudged with a
brownish-gray color, and extended down the
back of the head to the same point as on the
adult. A blackish area on the forewing was
visible even on the perched bird as a stripe
extending diagonally downward on the
folded wing. The primaries became darker
toward the tip on the dorsal surface, but
lacked the distinctive thin black leading edge
of the adult. The rest of the mantle was a
light grayish-brown color with a few dark
feather edges on the back and buff feather
tips on the wing. The blackish-brown bill
did not appear as large as the adult’s, and
the legs were a nondescript brownish color
similar to the adult’s.

In flight the adult tern was heard to utter
a few short, sharp, high pitched, two syl-
labled calls, “ki-dee, ki-dee!”

These details and a sketch of each bird
were made at the time of observation in a
field notebook, and several poor quality pho-
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tographs were taken with a 50mm lens
through my 40X scope.

The possibility that these Least Terns
nested in the vicinity is considered. The ob-
servation of an adult bird feeding a juvenile
may infer local breeding in some species
(i.e. most passerines), but in many tern spe-
cies, including Least Terns, the adults are
known to occasionally accompany and con-
tinue feeding the juveniles on migration (The
Wilson Bulletin 71:313-322). For example,
[ have seen Caspian Terns, which are not
presently known to nest in the state, feeding
juvenile birds during their migratory stop-
over in the Twin Cities. For this reason
alone, the present observation cannot be con-
sidered reliable evidence of breeding in the
state. Also, the juvenile bird’s plumage had
undergone noticeable change from that of a
juvenile in fresh plumage, indicating that it

Least Tern and this dependent juvenile could
therefore have flown a considerable distance
from the actual place of nesting.

Conversely, it is also possible that the
Least Terns nested in the vicinity of Spring
Lake. Several weeks previous to this sight-
ing, the water level was lower on the river,
and exposed sand and gravel bars provided
potential nesting habitat for the terns. Least
Terns breed locally in South Dakota and
Iowa, so more positive evidence of breed-
ing in Minnesota is a possibility.

[ visit this area of the river about once a
week, but had previously not seen anything
resembling a Least Tern. Also, many birders
were alerted to this observation and tried to
relocate the Least Terns on 30 August and
subsequent days, but without success. This
represents the 14th record for this acciden-
tal (formerly casual) species in the state.

had not fledged recently. The extensive dark
feather edges and buff tips on the mantle
and scapulars of the typical juvenile Least
Tern were mostly lacking in the Spring Lake
individual.

Least Terns undergo a complete
post-juvenile molt in August and Septem-
ber which, in addition to feather wear, causes
the juvenile to look much like a
non-breeding adult by October or Novem-
ber (Cramp, S. Handbook of the Birds of
Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa,
Vol. 1, 1977). The color of the adult’s soft
parts had also faded from the typical bright
yellow of high breeding plumage. The adult

Winter 1992

All but two of the previous 13 records have
been of single adults or small flocks. The
only other sighting of a juvenile was the
Cottonwood, Lyon Co., record in 1985 (The
Loon 58:48-49). There was also a sighting
of an immature or non-breeding adult in
Lyon Co. in 1970 (The Loon 43:25). Two
other records have occurred since Janssen
published a summary in Minnesota Birds in
1987. These include an adult in Murray
County on 30 July 1988 (The Loon 60:135),
and another adult near Hastings in Dakota
County on 12 June 1989 (The Loon 61:140—
41). 1430 — 100th Ave. NW, #212, Coon
Rapids, MN 55433.
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1992 M.O.U. County Big Day

Jerry Bonkoski

Sixteen teams or individuals sent in
results from their 1992 MOU
County Big Day activity. There were four
fewer counties reporting results than were
reported last year.

Three new counties were added to the
composite county list, which now stands at
38. The new counties added were Carver,
Wright and Rock.

In addition, nine other counties
established new high counts for a Big Day
in 1992.

The overall composite lists for species
of birds seen during this year’s Big Day
counts was 228 species, down 17 from last
year.

I did not receive any reports from the
northeastern part of Minnesota and several
species reported in previous years were not
reported this year.

The only non-regular species reported
this year was a Ruff in Carver County and
House Finch reported from several
counties.

The Carver County team of Denny
Martin, Bill Marengo, Mike Mulligan and
Jim Williams were the top species counting
team in 1992. They reported a total of 138
species for May 16th — four more than
Peder Svingen and Doug Johnson saw in
Roseau County.

Mike Hendrickson and Kim Risen still
hold the record for the state when they saw
159 species in 1989, doing their Big Day in
St. Louis County.

I challenge more of you to go out in
1993 and do a Big Day count in your
favorite county.

All but two of the current Big Day
records are from the month of May. You do
not have to do your Big Day in May, but
you probably want to plan on doing it when
you have the possibility of seeing the most
birds. This year the group of Peder Svingen
and Doug Johnson set the current Big Day
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record for Roseau County when they found
134 species on August 14th.

Incidentally, a “Birdathon” or Big Day is
an excellent way to raise money for your
club projects. The Duluth and Rochester
groups use their Big Day activities to raise
money for their favorite projects and each
has raised several thousand dollars for these
projects. Participants get pledges from
sponsors (usually a few cents per species)
for each species seen, and then, after the
results are compiled, the participants
collect the pledged amount from their
SpOonsors.

It is really very simple to do a Big Day
count. All you need to do is see how many
species you can find within one county
during one calendar day. You can go out by
yourself, as a team, or plan a club activity
to do a Big Day.

If you would like to get an official entry
form and checklists for the Big Day, send a
self-addressed stamped envelope (business
size) to the address shown below.

When you have completed your Big
Day, send a checklist of the birds seen, the
date you did your Big Day, which county
was birded, and the members of your team
if more than just yourself. Send this
information no later than 1 November 1993
to:

Jerry Bonkoski
9022 Southridge St. SW
Byron, MN 55920

A special thanks to all of you who have
participated in the past Big Days, and have
taken the time to send your results to me. I
hope you will continue to do a Big Day in
your county or other counties within the
state.

9022 Southridge St. SW Byron, MN
55920.
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The current list of counties with Big Day results:

County  Species Date Record Date

Record Holding Individual or Team

St. Louis
Polk
Otter Tail
Aitkin
Lyon
Carver

Steele

Roseau
Le Sueur
Olmsted

Lincoln
Cottonwood
Marshall

Beltrami
Wright
Anoka
Wabasha
Cook

Carlton
Freeborn
Houston
Rice

Dodge
Murray
Fillmore
Lake

Hubbard
Washington
Wadena
Dakota

Nobles
Clay
Rock
Pipestone

Goodhue
Douglas
Sherburne
[santi

Winter 1992

138
134
134

131
117

113

104
112
1

100

85

87

76
75

49

5/16/92
5/16/92

8/14/92
5/10/92
5/08/92

5/16/92

5/26/92
5/16/92
5/16/92

5/30/92

5/15/92

5/28/92

5/12/92

5/15/92
5/16/92

5/18/92

159
156
144
143
142
138

134

134
131
130

122
118
114

113
112
111
111
104

104
104
104
100

100
99
97
96

96
95
94
93

91
90
87
77

76
75
68
49

5/20/89
5/19/90
5/15/91
5/26/91
5/14/88
5/16/92

5/16/92

8/14/92
5/20/92
5/09/91

5/14/88
5/13/89
5/18/91

5/19/90
5/16/92
5/16/92
5/21/89
6/04/91

5/21/88
5/23/90
5/18/90
5/30/92

5/14/88
5/15/92
5/13/89
5/21/91

5/11/91
5/11/91
5/21/91
5/21/91

5/21/90
5/18/91
5/12/92
5/14/88

5/15/92
5/16/92
5/23/90
5/18/92

Mike Hendrickson and Kim Risen

Dave & Sharon Lambeth and Peder Svingen

Steve & Diane Millard

Warren Nelson

Henry Kyllingstad and Paul Egeland

Dennis Martin, Bill Marengo, Mike Mulligan and
Jim Williams

Ken & Amanda Vail, Nels Thompson, Gary Johnson,
Leanne Alt, Terry Dorsey and Darryl Hill

Peder Svingen and Doug Johnson

Peder Svingen

Jerry Bonkoski, Bob Ekblad, Tony Casucci, Jerry
Pruett and Dave Squillace

Ray Glassel, Bob Janssen, John Schladweiler

Henry Schmidt, Walter Harder and Ed Duerksen

Shelly Steva, Darlene Kelley, Randi Hodny and
Linda Welk

Doug Johnson and Tim Dawson

Mike Stensaas and John Hockema

Robert E. Holtz and John Wallner

Helen Tucker and Alice Searles

Ken & Molly Hoffman

Fran & Larry Weber
Anne Marie Plunkett
Anne Marie Plunkett
Rice County Bird Club

Bob & Steve Ekblad and Jerry Bonkoski

Nelvina De Kam and Johanna Pals

Fillmore County Birders Club

Renner Anderson, Chuck Neil, Bill Tefft, Steve
Wilson and Suzanne Winkler

Ralph & Jean Leckner and Cory & Terry Olson

Robert Holtz and four students

Jerome and Karol Gresser

Karol Gresser and Joanne Dempsey

Nelvina De Kam

Terry & Cory Olson and Jean Leckner
Nelvina De Kam

Nelvina De Kam and Johanna Pals

Harlan Hostager

Kristi Stramer and Kyle Wicklund
Barb Kull and Alice Schroeder
Daphne & Meyers Peterson




The M.O.U. 300 Club and 200 County Club

Anthony Hertzel

In the Fall 1973 issue of The Loon, Bob
Janssen wrote an editorial suggesting
that there were, in his judgment, “possibly
over 100 people” keeping a Minnesota Life
List. He proposed “...a 300 Club be formed
to give these people recognition.” He went
on to suggest, “Once per year at the M.O.U.
paper session new members to the club could
be recognized” and “Once per year an ar-
ticle could be carried in The Loon giving
highlights of members’ observations and
other interesting news about the club.”

Thus the Minnesota 300 Club came into
being. The first publication of its members
came in the Spring 1975 issue. The list at
that time showed ten names:

330 Ron Huber

329 Harding Huber

328 Ray Glassel, Bill Pieper

326 Bob Janssen

317 Janet Green

314 Elizabeth Campbell, Kim Eckert
309 Paul Egeland

303 Dick Ruhme

Today that list has grown to include 86
members.

Following the suggestions of a couple of
readers, The Loon listed a 200 County Club
several years later in the Fall 1978 issue.
Requiring less than one quarter of a page, it
had ten people and just 14 of Minnesota’s
87 counties were represented.

This was not actually a true and com-
plete 200 County Club listing, however. It
can be more accurately described as a sam-
pling of a few of The Loon’s authors, edi-
tors and contributors who were around at
the time. Preceding that first listing was a
request for readers to send in their lists. And
in the next issue, Winter 1978, what can be
called the first official listing was published.

A total of 22 counties were represented
on that list, with the highest total for any
single county being Jan Green’s 280 in Saint
Louis. Ray Glassel, who now has seen more
than 200 species in every county, was listed

226

then in just seven.

It was not until the Winter 1981 issue
that the official rules governing the 300 Club
and the 200 County Club were first pub-
lished:

* Birds which are only heard and not seen

may not be placed on one’s Minnesota

list. Heard birds are, however, permitted
on county lists.

* Any record of a bird which has been

found unacceptable by the Minnesota Or-

nithological Records Committee (MORC)
may not be placed on Minnesota or
county lists.

* Birds found dead and banded birds seen

before they are released are permitted on

county lists. Such birds may not be placed
on one’s Minnesota list, however.

* Birds which probably escaped or were

released from captivity and which are not

fully established in the wild may not be
placed on Minnesota or county lists.

I have calculated each county’s species
total as a percentage of the state’s current
total of 411. The resulting numbers were
then ordered highest to lowest (Table 1).
Saint Louis County had the greatest percent-
age of the state list seen within its borders
with 84.67% (348 species). Red Lake
County had the least with only 55.71% (229
species).

The two maps (Figures 1 and 2) indicate
the birding contrast from county to county.
Figure 1 is a pictorial representation of the
data from Table 1. Each county is shaded
according to its grouping (Column 4 from
Table 1). The more species seen within a
county, the lower its group number. The
lower the group number, the darker its shad-
ing.
And because the borders of a county are
actually just political ones, I decided to also
produce the second map. County lines are
not really useful when looking at the distri-
bution of the state’s natural resources, since
they only occasionally fall along naturally
occurring boundaries.

Figure 2 depicts a gradation between the
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counties, blurring the boundaries to give an
impression of transitional zones rather than
the straight borders shown in Figure 1. The
resulting image has a less cluttered look to
it and gives a better overall view of where
in the state a greater variety of species has
been found. Again, the darker areas are those
regions in which more species have been
discovered.

What can we learn from this? Are the
counties with lower species counts really
geographical areas with little bird life, or
are they just under birded? And are the coun-
ties that have more species in fact just areas
with more birders? How do migration routes
affect the maps?

Probably the answer involves a little bit
of everything. Many of the counties with
fewer species are probably best described
as cultivated monocultures with little over-
all diversity of habitat. Obviously those
counties with a markedly greater human

since there are more birders there. And, it
would seem, counties with a greater quan-
tity of lakes and shorelines generally have
higher counts as well. Even roads seem to
have an impact on bird finding. Notice the
counties through which Interstate 94 passes.

Admittedly, this is all rather unscientific,
and what actual conclusions we might be
able to draw from all this is probably skewed
by the fact that some counties are unques-
tionably more extensively birded by people
hoping to add to their lists. In any case, it
can be said that many new birds and new
birding places have been discovered as a
direct result of these birders.

Certainly with the introduction of the 300
Club and the 200 County Club much of the
state’s more neglected areas have now been
more heavily birded.

Here is the 1992 Minnesota 300 Club
list followed by the 1992 Minnesota 200
County Club list. 2509 Talmage Ave. SE,

population will tend to have higher counts Minneapolis, MN 55414.
1992 M.O.U. 300 Club

384 Raymond Glassel 344 Leata A. Pearson Jeris Pike
382 Robert B. Janssen 341 Anthony Hertzel 318 Ilene Haner
378 Kim Eckert 339 Doug Campbell Barbara Martin
376 Dick Ruhme Ron Huber? Judith Sparrow?
374 Don Bolduc Dick Sandve 317 Bill Penning?
371 Jo Blanich 338 Bonnie Mulligan Don Wanschura

Terry Savaloja 337 Bob Ekblad 314 Alice Hennessey
369 Bill Litkey Elaine McKenzie 313 Roger Field®
362 Liz Campbell Diane Millard Jerry Pruett

Warren Nelson

334

Jerry Bonkoski

Bill Stjern

360 Bill Pieper® Keith Camburn® 312 Karl Bardon

359 Karol Gresser 333 Dave Sovereign Dave Benson

358 Steve Millard 332 Ruth Andberg Nestor Hiemenz

357 Al Bolduc 330 Steve Ekblad Tom Tustison
Paul Egeland? 329 Doug Johnson 310 Fred Lesher?

355 Ann McKenzie Jim Williams 309 Kathy Heidel
Jon Peterson 328 Mary Enley? Joan Fowler?
Kim Risen 327 Bruce Baer 308 William Marengo?

353 Parker Backstrom Tammy Field? 307 William Bronn
Oscar Johnson 326 Phyllis Basford Micki Buer?

352 Jerry Gresser 324 Dennis Martin Bill George

351 Hap Huber 323 Ken LaFond Joan Johnson

350 Gary Swanson? 322 Byron Bratlie? Mark Stenssas?
Gloria Wachtler Joanne Dempsey 306 Gene Sylvestre?

349 Dick Wachtler 321 Jay Hamernick 304 Gary Simonson

348 Peder Svingen 320 Mike Hendrickson? 303 Torry Davidson?

346 Don Kienholz? Henry Kyllingstad Burnett Hojnacki
Mike Mulligan Helen Tucker Edwin Lins

345
228

Anne Marie Plunkett

319

Peter Neubeck

3Denotes 1991 Numbers
The Loon Vol. 64



Aitkin

266 Warren Nelson

263 Jo Blanich

240 Raymond Glassel

231 Robert B. Janssen

229 Ken LaFond

229 Kim Risen
Anoka

282 Ken LaFond

250 Raymond Glassel

241 Steve Carlson

232 Robei1t B. Janssen

231 Ruth Andberg

214 Karl Bardon

211 Dick Rengstorf

211 Kim Risen
Becker

226 Betsy Beneke

224 Raymond Glassel

221 Mark Otnes

216 Robert B. Janssen

208 Ken LaFond
Beltrami

231 Jeffrey Palmer

226 Raymond Glassel

222 Ken LaFond

222 Doug Johnson

210 Al Bolduc

208 Robert B. Janssen
Benton

219 Raymond Glassel

214 Ken LaFond

212 Robert B. Janssen
Big Stone

222 Raymond Glassel

208 Robert B. Janssen

206 Ken LaFond
Blue Earth

227 Raymond Glassel

209 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Brown

233 Raymond Glassel

218 Robert B. Janssen

201 Ken LaFond
Carlton

230 Ken LaFond

212 Raymond Glassel

208 Robert B. Janssen
Carver

246 Kathy Heidel

243 Raymond Glassel

226 Dennis Martin

223 Robert B. Janssen

216 Mike Mulligan

204 Ken LaFond

201 Jim Williams
Cass

217 Raymond Glassel

207 Ken LaFond

200 Robert B. Janssen
Chippewa

219 Raymond Glassel

212 Robert B. Janssen

204 Ken LaFond
Chisago

Winter 1992

1992 M.O.U. 200 County Club

233 Raymond Glassel

226 Ken LaFond

212 Robert B. Janssen
Clay

250 Laurence Falk

247 Carol Falk

230 Raymond Glassel

224 Mark Otnes

219 Robert B. Janssen

212 Ken LaFond
Clearwater

247 Al Bolduc

222 Raymond Glassel

213 Ken LaFond

210 Robert B. Janssen
Cook

272 Ken Hoffman

272 Molly Hoffman

239 Kim Eckert

226 Raymond Glassel

226 Robert B. Janssen

221 Walter Popp

207 Helen Tucker

205 Kim Risen

203 Ken LaFond

202 Jim Williams

200 Peder Svingen
Cottonwood

239 Buddy Feil

225 Raymond Glassel

215 Robert B. Janssen

214 Jerry Bonkoski

202 Ken LaFond
Crow Wing

245 Jo Blanich

226 Raymond Glassel

219 Warren Nelson

217 Robert B. Janssen

215 Ken LaFond

210 Kim Risen
Dakota

277 Raymond Glassel

273 Joanne Dempsey

259 Tom Tustison

254 Karol Gresser

254 Robert B. Janssen

236 Al Bolduc

230 Anne Marie Plunkett

227 Kim Risen

226 Bruce Baer

225 Ken LaFond

225 Bill Litkey

215 Dick Rengstorf

203 Elaine McKenzie
Dodge

228 Anne Marie Plunkett

224 Raymond Glassel

210 Jerry Bonkoski

206 Robert B. Janssen

201 Bob Ekblad

200 Ken LaFond
Douglas

218 Raymond Glassel

214 Robert B. Janssen

206 Ken LaFond
Faribault

214 Raymond Glassel

207 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Fillmore

241 Anne Marie Plunkett

222 Raymond Glassel

207 Robert B. Janssen

204 Ken LaFond
Freeborn

231 Raymond Glassel

214 Robert B. Janssen

202 Ken LaFond

202 Anne Marie Plunkett

Goodhue
253 Raymond Glassel
253 Bill Litkey
242 Robert B. Janssen

231 Anne Marie Plunkett

227 Joanne Dempsey

214 Al Bolduc

214 Kim Risen

201 Bill Stjern

200 Ken LaFond
Grant

224 Raymond Glassel

219 Kim Eckert

218 Robert B. Janssen

202 Ken LaFond
Hennepin

303 Oscar Johnson

301 Robert B. Janssen

300 Raymond Glassel

295 Steve Carlson

280 Al Bolduc

258 Kim Risen

249 Karol Gresser

236 Kathy Heidel

230 Bill Litkey

229 Ken LaFond

228 Karl Bardon

226 Tom Soulen

224 Dick Rengstorf

221 Peder Svingen

214 Warren Woessner

211 Gary Simonson

206 Ruth Andberg

202 Elaine McKenzie

201 Dennis Martin

200 Jim Williams
Houston

230 Raymond Glassel

207 Ken LaFond

205 Al Bolduc

204 Robert B. Janssen
Jackson

223 Raymond Glassel

217 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Kanabec

226 Ken LaFond

221 Raymond Glassel

202 Robert B. Janssen
Kandiyohi

229 Raymond Glassel

214 Robert B. Janssen

211 Ken LaFond
Kittson

217 Raymond Glassel

213 Ken LaFond

209 Roberi B. Janssen
Koochiching

227 Ken LaFond

205 Raymond Glassel

200 Robert B. Janssen
Lac Qui Parle

233 Raymond Glassel

231 Robert B. Janssen

226 Bill Litkey

222 Al Bolduc

211 Ken LaFond

202 Henry Kyllingstad
Lake

227 Dan Versaw

217 Raymond Glassel

210 Ken LaFond

204 Kim Risen

203 Robert B. Janssen
Lake of the Woods

216 Raymond Glassel

212 Robert B. Janssen

210 Kim Eckeit

207 Keith Steva

206 Shelley Steva

205 Ken LaFond
Le Sueur

245 Raymond Glassel

214 Robert B. Janssen

204 Ken LaFond
Lincoln

216 Raymond Glassel

208 Robert B. Janssen

201 Ken LaFond

224 Anne Marie Plunkett Lyon

212 Robert B. Janssen

210 Ken LaFond

207 Kim Risen
Hubbard

222 Raymond Glassel

208 Ken LaFond

206 Robert B. Janssen
Isanti

229 Ken LaFond

223 Raymond Glassel

204 Robert B. Janssen
Itasca

212 Timothy Lamey

210 Raymond Glassel

263 Henry Kyllingstad

228 Raymond Glassel

219 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Mahnomen

215 Raymond Glassel

215 Robert B. Janssen

201 Ken LaFond
Marshall

238 Sheiley Steva

228 Raymond Glassel

225 Keith Steva

219 Kim Eckert

216 Karl Bardon




216 Robert B. Janssen

202 Ken LaFond
Martin

219 Raymond Glassel

206 Robert B. Janssen

201 Ken LaFond
McLeod

220 Raymond Glassel

207 Robert B. Janssen

203 Ken LaFond
Meeker

224 Raymond Glassel

215 Robert B. Janssen

209 Ken LaFond
Mille Lacs

233 Ken LaFond

225 Raymond Glassel

214 Robert B. Janssen
Morrison

224 Raymond Glassel

219 Ken LaFond

206 Robert B. Janssen
Mower

229 John Morrison

228 Richard Smaby

221 Raymond Glassel

217 Anne Marie Plunkett

206 Robert B. Janssen

201 Ken LaFond
Murray

223 Nelvina De Kam

216 Raymond Glassel

204 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Nicollet

242 Raymond Glassel

222 Robert B. Janssen

204 Ken LaFond
Nobles

214 Raymond Glassel

203 Robert B. Janssen

200 Nelvina De Kam

200 Ken LaFond
Norman

217 Raymond Glassel

211 Robert B. Janssen

201 Ken LaFond
Olmsted

276 Anne Marie Plunkett

271 Jerry Bonkoski

263 Bob Ekblad

254 Steve Ekblad

246 Jerry Pruett

234 Raymond Glassel

227 Vince Herring

222 Helen Tucker

215 Robert B. Janssen

205 Ken LaFond
Otter Tail

269 Steve Millard

249 Mark Otnes

221 Raymond Glassel

215 Ken LaFond

214 Robert B. Janssen
Pennington

238 Shelley Steva

230

1992 M.0O.U. 200 County Club

217 Raymond Glassel
220 Keith Steva
209 Robert B. Janssen
200 Ken LaFond
Pine
236 Ken LaFond
232 Raymond Glassel
215 Robert B. Janssen
Pipestone
211 Raymond Glassel
203 Ken LaFond
202 Kim Eckert
Polk
250 David Lambeth
233 Sharon Lambeth
228 Raymond Glassel
228 Peder Svingen
227 Al Bolduc
225 Robert B. Janssen
219 Shelley Steva
205 Ken LaFond
Pope
223 Raymond Glassel
220 Robert B. Janssen
202 Ken LaFond
Ramsey
270 Raymond Glassel
262 Bill Litkey
257 Liz Campbell
247 Robert B. Janssen
246 Karl Bardon
244 Tom Soulen
229 Ken LaFond
228 Dick Rengstorf
227 Elaine McKenzie
219 Robert Holtz
208 Al Bolduc
205 Frank Berdan
Red Lake
209 Raymond Glassel
206 Robert B. Janssen
202 Ken LaFond
Redwood
224 Raymond Glassel
218 Robert B. Janssen
200 Ken LaFond
Renville
232 Raymond Glassel
219 Robert B. Janssen
208 Ken LaFond
Rice
247 Raymond Glassel
247 Orwin Rustad
226 Kirk Jeffrey
225 Tom Boevers
221 Forest Strnad
215 Robert B. Janssen

231 Karl Bardon

231 Raymond Glassel

220 Robert B. Janssen

207 Ken LaFond

207 Peder Svingen

203 Shelley Steva

202 Mark Otnes
Saint Louis

315 Kim Eckert

284 Burnett Hojnacki

281 Leata Pearson

277 Parker Backstrom

276 Robert B. Janssen

276 Doug Johnson

272 Dave Benson

272 Raymond Glassel

259 Kim Risen

258 Peder Svingen

255 Bill Litkey

253 Ken LaFond

241 Al Bolduc

239 Arnold Knutson

231 Steven Schon

224 Dennis Martin

218 Anne Marie Plunkett

217 Bob Ekblad

215 Steve Ekblad

214 Dick Sandve

213 Dick Wachtler

213 Gloria Wachtler

211 Henry Kyllingstad

209 Oscar Johnson

204 Karl Bardon

202 Jim Williams

201 Jerry Bonkoski
Scott

254 Raymond Glassel

226 Robert B. Janssen

210 Karol Gresser

204 Ken LaFond

203 Al Bolduc

202 Kathy Heidel
Sherburne

239 Raymond Glassel

234 Ken LaFond

227 Robert B. Janssen

221 Jay Hamernick
Sibley

238 Raymond Glassel

225 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Stearns

274 Nestor M. Hiemenz

239 Kim Eckert

232 Raymond Glassel

226 Ken LaFond

219 Robert B. Janssen

212 Anne Marie Plunkett Steele

204 Ken LaFond
Rock

242 Kim Eckert

221 Raymond Glassel

210 Nelvina De Kam

203 Robert B. Janssen

202 Ken LaFond
Roseau

237 Raymond Glassel
214 Robert B. Janssen
209 Anne Marie Plunkett
200 Ken LaFond
Stevens

222 Raymond Glassel
210 Robert B. Janssen
202 Ken LaFond

Swift

219 Raymond Glassel

211 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Todd

236 Ken LaFond

219 Raymond Glassel

204 Robert B. Janssen
Traverse

226 Raymond Glassel

213 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Wabasha

246 Raymond Glassel

239 Kim Risen

239 Helen Tucker

228 Anne Marie Plunkett

222 Robert B. Janssen

218 Bill Litkey

209 Ken LaFond
Wadena

213 Raymond Glassel

205 Ken LaFond

204 Robert B. Janssen
Waseca

227 Raymond Glassel

212 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Washington

272 Raymond Glassel

266 Bill Litkey

240 Dave Sovereign

238 Robert B. Janssen

238 Dick Rengstorf

237 Joanne Dempsey

228 Liz Campbell

227 Ken LaFond

224 Tom Bell
Watonwan

218 Raymond Glassel

215 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond
Wilkin

221 Raymond Glassel

213 Robert B. Janssen

204 Mark Otnes

203 Ken LaFond
Winona

247 Anne Marie Plunkett

244 Raymond Glassel

233 Carol Schumacher

219 Robert B. Janssen

209 Kim Risen

202 Ken LaFond
Wright

244 Raymond Glassel

226 Ken LaFond

222 Robert B. Janssen

200 Al Bolduc
Yellow Medicine

230 Raymond Glassel

217 Robert B. Janssen

200 Ken LaFond

All numbers are as of
1 December, 1992
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NOTES OF INTEREST

SPRAGUE’S PIPIT IN CLAY COUNTY — On 22 August 1992 Sue Barton and I
flushed two Sprague’s Pipits from a section of prairie located three miles east and just over
one mile south of Felton in Clay County. The birds were identified primarily by their call,
a distinctive, squeaky “skwit” or “skwint” which was given in flight after they were
flushed. The call was given two times in succession the first time they were flushed, then
given as a single call on two additional occasions. We were familiar with this call from
multiple observations of Sprague’s Pipits in both Texas and Arizona in recent years, during
the winter. It was a very windy day, so the two birds flew only short distances before
dropping back into the grass from an altitude of two to three feet above the vegetation. We
had two brief opportunities to view one of the birds when it landed on a wheel track,
before it walked into the grass. We briefly viewed its underparts through the scope; it was
pale brown to buftfy tan and finely streaked across the breast. Otherwise, our views were
restricted by vegetation from the “shoulders” down. It looked drab and light brown overall,
without distinctive markings. The face was plain, buffy tan, without the dark auricular spot
of the Vesper Sparrow. It also did not have a sparrow bill; the bill was thin, longer than a
sparrow bill, and possibly gray in color. A thin, white eye ring was noted. The rest of the
tail did not look dark (blackish) brown as in Horned Lark, but seemed similar in shade to
the rest of the upper parts in flight. Its body was slim rather than chunky. We did not see
any tail wagging but our opportunities to observe this behavior were limited. We
subsequently observed both Vesper Sparrows and juvenile Horned Larks in nearby areas,
species which may be confused with Sprague’s Pipits. The sparrows had a chunkier body
shape, thicker streaking on the underparts which extended along the flanks, a dark brown
auricular spot, and a sparrow bill. The Horned Larks were surprisingly similar, but seemed
more gray on the head and back, as well as showing a blackish tail with white outer tail
feathers. We never saw the leg color or back pattern of these two birds and we had to base
our identification on call rather than plumage characteristics. Peder Svingen, 151 Bedford
St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414.

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK AT BEMIDJI — A male Black-headed Grosbeak flew
to my small hanging sunflower filled feeder twice in about 15 minutes, on 15 April 1992
at our home in Bemidji, Beltrami County. I had just time to get my eastern and western
Peterson field guides and flip them open to the grosbeak plates when the bird reappeared
so I had an excellent second look. The striking rusty breast caught my eye immediately
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and I observed the rather large white wing bars (on the black wings) and the pinkish
fringillid-type bill contrasting against the dark black head. There was no question in my
minq as to what it was. There appeared to be a migration wave passing through the yard at
the time the grosbeak was seen. It was not seen again. Mrs. John Mathisen, 1001 Miles,
Bemidji, MN 56601.

Editor’s Note: This is the earliest spring date for the Black-headed Grosbeak in Minnesota.

The previous early date was one of a bird seen 19 April 1972 in Dakota County (The Loon
44:121-122).

A LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL ON LAKE MINNETONKA — While birding
with Anthony X. Hertzel on 21 November 1992 I found an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull
(Larus fuscus) in basic plumage on Lake Minnetonka in western Hennepin County. The
bird was first spotted sitting on the water amidst a mixed group of Common Goldeneyes,
Hooded Mergansers and Ring-billed Gulls. The Lesser Black-backed was slightly larger
than adjacent Ring-billeds. The dark slate gray mantle and wings stood out clearly and
were the first thing to catch my eye. The shade of gray was considerably darker than that
of the adult Ring-billed Gulls nearby. The head and neck were moderately to heavily
streaked with grayish-brown, heaviest on the crown and back of the head and on the
hindneck. The streaking became more like smudging on the sides of the neck toward the
breast. The face was “dusky” with heavy and dark smudging in front of, above and behind
the eye. The crown was neatly rounded. The rest of the body was clean white. The
wingtips were black with two to three small white triangles visible against the black. The
dark gray wings were separated from the black wingtips by the white edge of the folded
secondary flight feathers. The extension of the wingtips well beyond the end of the tail
gave the bird a slim, long-winged look. The bill was deep yellow with a bright red spot on
the gonys; the size and shape was similar to that of Ring-billed Gull. The eyes were light.
On several occasions we saw the bird in flight. The upper surface of the wings was clear
dark slate gray. The wingtips were black with a white, sub-apical, oval-shaped “mirror” on
the outermost primary flight feather and small white tips to several other primaries. The
trailing edge of the inner primaries and the secondaries was white. It appeared that the
innermost primaries or the outermost secondaries had not yet completed their molt as the
“clean” rear edge of the wing was broken by a notch at this juncture. The tail was
unmarked white. The legs and feet were bright yellow. On a couple of occasions the
Lesser Black-backed Gull pursued a Ring-billed Gull on the wing. When it did it looked
longer-winged and slightly bulkier in the body. When it was resting upon the water it
would often move quickly toward Common Goldeneyes that surfaced after diving as
though ready to pirate away any food item obtained by the ducks. We watched the bird for
20-30 minutes before we left. The Lesser Black-backed Gull was seen at Lake Minnetonka
sporatically until 27 November. What was likely the same bird was seen on Lake Calhoun
in Minneapolis on 4 and 5 December. Parker Backstrom, 3409 Emerson Ave. S. #4,
Minneapolis, MN 55408.

A FALL RECORD OF LITTLE GULL IN POLK COUNTY — An adult Little Gull
(Larus minutus) in definitive basic plumage was discovered by myself at 6:00 PM. on 8
October 1992, at Lake Cameron near Erskine, Polk County. Over the next 45 minutes, I
intermittently watched it, both in flight and resting on the water, with about 100 Bonaparte’s
Gulls and a lone Franklin’s Gull for comparison. Its dark bill was smaller, its silvery-gray
mantle was slightly paler, and its overall size was consistently less, in direct comparison to
Bonaparte’s Gulls. Its wings were rounded in shape, not pointed like the Bonaparte’s
Gulls, and its white tail was slightly rounded in shape. A broad, white, trailing edge could
easily be seen on both the upper and under surfaces of the wings. Most distinctive was the
blackish underwing (except for the trailing edge) which gave dramatic contrast with each
wingbeat, as it foraged daintily over the surface of the lake, occasionally dipping down
onto the surface. The head and body plumage were white except for a dark ear spot, a
dusky wash on the hindcrown, and a pale gray wash on the sides of the upper breast. The
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legs and feet were red. Doug Johnson relocated the bird on 10 October, as did David and
Sharon Lambeth. The Little Gull is listed by Janssen (Birds in Minnesota, 1987) as accidental
in fall throughout the state, with six fall records cited. Two additional fall records in 1987
(The Loon 60:79) bring the fall total to nine, including this Polk County record. An
interesting review of this species’ status in nearby regions points out that the majority of
records for migrants are in fall, in both Saskatchewan and Manitoba (The Blue Jay 49:76—
80). Similarly, North Dakota’s second record was also in fall, in Grand Forks County
(American Birds 46:112) on 20-22 September 1991, following a first state record at
Garrison Dam in late November and December of 1988. These emerging regional trends
suggest that some Little Gulls may be overlooked in Minnesota during fall migration.
Peder Svingen, 151 Bedford St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414.

ANOTHER CLARK'’S GREBE SEEN IN WESTERN MINNESOTA — On 21 August
1992, Leata Pearson and I were scouting out some locations in Yellow Medicine County in
preparation for the Minnesota Birding Weekend trip starting the next day. At Lone Tree
Lake in Sioux Agency Township, we noted three Western-type grebes swimming about
150-200 yards away, and when I examined them through my 40X Kowa TSN—4 scope, it
appeared one of them was a Clark’s Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii). For the next 15
minutes or so, we studied this grebe in direct comparison with the two Western Grebes
present; it was about 5:00 PM., we were looking west, but the sun was not a problem since
it was totally obscured by heavy overcast, and I took field notes at the time of observation.
We could easily see on both sides of the head the diagnostic pattern of the eyes completely
surrounded by white, and in direct comparison with the two adjacent Westerns, we noted
that the back and flanks were clearly paler, the hindneck stripe was noticeably narrower,
and the overall size of the bird was slightly but obviously smaller. Unfortunately, at the
time we were unable to clearly determine the bill color of any of the three grebes because
of the low light conditions and the distance involved; in spite of this, however, I was
convinced this was indeed a Clark’s Grebe because of the other four field marks noted.
The next morning, 22 August, we returned with the entire Minnesota Birding Weekend
group, so that there were now 28 of us (including co-leaders Paul Egeland and Kim
Risen), and the light was better with a clear sky and the sun at our backs. The same three .
grebes were still present about the same distance away, and again the features of the face
pattern, flanks and back, hindneck stripe, and overall size were all clearly visible to
everyone, and finally with careful examination, we could see the bill of the Clark’s Grebe
was slightly brighter and oranger than the Westerns’ duller greenish-yellow bills. The bill
color difference was not as pronounced as on other Clark’s Grebes I have seen, presumably
because of the distance involved, but it was visible and, in combination with the other four
field marks noted, identified it as a Clark’s Grebe. For more information about this species,
see “Identification and Status of Clark’s Grebe in Minnesota” (The Loon 61:99-108). This
1989 article speculated that “this species may actually be rare but Regular in Minnesota”,
and this present record and others in the past couple years would seem to support that
statement. Kim Eckert, 8255 Congdon Blvd., Duluth, MN 55804.

ROBIN MIGRATION — Yesterday, 22 October 1992, was the warmest day on record for
that date. While watching a cross-country meet on the golf course at St. Charles, Wynn
and I observed a most interesting migration. We didn’t pay much attention to the birds
flying over us, thinking they were blackbirds; suddenly, I realized they were not blackbirds,
but American Robins. The wind was from the south at 15 to 20 mph and the birds flew in a
southwesterly direction. There was a constant flight from about 5:00 p.M. until dark, about
6:30. It was impossible to count the numbers, but we figured conservatively that we could
see at least 100 birds at any one time. It took them about 15 seconds to come into view and
disappear over our heads, so we figured we were seeing about 400 birds per minute.
Larger numbers of birds were seen at one time to the south, then to the north, then directly
overhead; but were was a constant stream of birds. We figured there had to be at least
36,000 birds flying directly over us in 90 minutes. They were still coming at dusk, though
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in diminished numbers. How far to the south and north of us this flight continued, we do
not know. We know that migrations like this occur along the north shore of Lake Superior,
but wonder if others have experienced such a phenomenon elsewhere. Don and Wynn
Mahle, 9 Robinson Dr., Wabasha, MN 55981.

MISSISSIPPI KITE IN WABASHA COUNTY — On 11 September 1992 at 4:00 pM., [
was standing at the edge of the excavation for our new house, talking to a neighbor. The
sun was at our backs as we faced directly east and the sky was partly cloudy. There was a
mild breeze from the southeast. A raptor soared up over us from the north, coming over
the cornfields uphill from us and flying up into the wind. It then quickly flapped across the
valley below us and continued south out of sight. My nonbirder neighbor called it a falcon
without prompting. I saw a slim falcon-like bird, about the size of a crow. There was a
distinct bend in the anterior wrists and the wings tapered to a point. The wings were
narrow. The belly of the bird was shadowed, appeared dark gray and uniform. I noted a
distinctly rounded, silver-gray head (the color of the cement at my feet) bending down,
uniform in color, with a distinct black eye and small black bill, and pointed it out to my
friend. There were clearly no other markings on the head. The tail was slim and long
without flare and the distal portion black, again without markings. There was no striping
of the tail. The overall color of the wings was a darker gray than the head and the distal
tips of the wings appeared black or dark, similar to our terns. Overall we viewed the bird
for about a minute, from as close as about 75 feet with the sun on it. We had no binoculars
but had a good look. Even a construction worker noted the coloring, particularly the head,
as I hollered out. My first impression, based on previous experience in the southern United
States, was that this was a Mississippi Kite. I have seen and photographed Mississippi
Kites a number of times in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Florida, and Pennsylvania. With the
lack of any markings on the head other than the eye and no barring on the belly or tail, the
bird could not be a falcon such as a Peregrine Falcon, Merlin, or an American Kestrel, and
could not be an accipiter. The distinctly uniform silver-gray head and lack of black on the
back half of the wings ruled out Swainson’s Hawk. In fact, the bent and narrow wings,
noted both when the bird was soaring and when it was flapping, ruled out buteos and
accipiters. Harriers and other kites have distinct white on the underparts and some black
markings (in the bend of the wings or posterior half) that were clearly absent. The white
rump of harriers was also absent. Other similar birds I have been seeing at our new home
in the past two weeks have included Sharp-shinned Hawks, Bald Eagles, Turkey Vultures,
Red-shouldered and Red-tailed Hawks, Rock Doves, American Crows, and American
Kestrels. After my excitement and attempt to explain to my new neighbor why I act this
way, I showed him the possible raptors in the National Geographic field guide. He felt that
the Mississippi Kite was the likeliest bird. Ann McKenzie, P.O. Box 266, Wabasha, MN
55981.

EARLY GOLDEN EAGLE IN STEVENS COUNTY — On 14 September 1991, while
checking a shorebird spot in Stevens County, I observed an immature Golden Eagle. I was
watching the dozens of Stilt Sandpipers, Long-billed Dowitchers, and other shorebirds on
the mudflats when I noted a reaction among some of the other birds present that indicated
a large raptor was flying overhead. The flock of Ring-billed Gulls resting on the mudflat
flew up suddenly and began circling around, and the Canada Geese present began honking
and running across the field in preparation to take off. I looked up to see an eagle sailing
in overhead, but was surprised to see that it was an immature Golden Eagle, rather than the
expected Bald Eagle. The underside of this eagle was entirely dark except for two bold
white patches at the base of the flight feathers on each wing. These white wing patches
were relatively smaller on the upper surface. No white was visible at the base of the tail as
it flew overhead, but when it was banking in the distance, the broad white band on the
base of the tail showed up very dramatically. The eagle continued south and was not seen
again. This record is a month earlier than the previous record early date for the south
region, with 12, 13, and 14 October cited by Janssen in Birds in Minnesota (1987). The
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Minnesota, 103-106; Minnesota’'s second Fork-tailed
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Black-backed Gull on Lake Minnetonka, 232
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February 1992), 141-155; first state record Neotropic
Cormorant, 176-178; Western Wood Pewee in Roseau
County, 179; Least Terns in Dakota County, 222-223; early
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Bittern,
American, 20, 48,83, 108, 109, 202
Least, 21, 84, 112, 202

Blackbird, 234
Brewer's, 34, 48, 55, 100, 108, 141, 153, 220
Red-winged, 20, 34, 38, 42, 100, 109, 142, 153, 164, 220
Rusty, 20, 39, 55, 100, 153, 220
Yellow-headed, 34, 100, 109, 220

Biuebird,
Eastern, 19, 30, 38, 42, 96, 142, 151, 214
Mountain, 19, 30, 96, 103, 104, 106, 112, 201, 214

Bobolink, 34, 81, 100, 220

Bobwhite, Northern, 24, 37, 104, 206

Boe, Janet, a survey of breeding Horned Grebes in Minnesota,
75-78

Boevers, Tom, Worm-eating Warbter in Rice County, 171

Bolduc, Al, King Rail in Swift County, 64-65; Clark’'s Grebe in
Jackson County, 174

Bonkoski, Jerry, 1991 M.O.U. county big day, 52-53; 1992
M.O.U. county big day, 224-225

Brant, 103, 106, 139

Breckenridge, W. J., Hooded Warbler in Brooklyn Park, 120-
121

Buettgren, Sue and Kathy Heidel, a Green-tailed Towhee visits
Lowry Nature Center, 156

Bufflehead, 22, 86, 112, 144, 204

Bunting,
Indigo, 33, 37, 39, 41, 99, 133, 135, 219
Lark, 33, 104, 105
Lazuli, 104, 106
Painted, 140
Snow, 49, 100, 152, 196, 220

Campbell, Elizabeth, Worm-eating Warbler in Washington
Ccunty, 166

Canvasback, 12, 22, 85, 144, 197, 203

Cardinal, Northern, 33, 37, 39, 41, 99, 151, 219

Carlson, Steve, female Ruff in Lac Qui Parle County, 169; Worm-
eating Warbler in Hennepin County, 170-171

Carlson, Steve, Oscar Johnson, Kim Risen and Dick Ruhme,
the fall season (1 August to 30 November 1991}, 82-102;
the spring season (1 March to 31 May 1992), 200-221

Carroll, Mark A., Michael D. Lee and Raymond P. Marinan,
notes on wintering Northern Shrikes in central Minnesota,
43-47

Catbird, Gray, 20, 31, 37, 39, 41, 96, 132, 151, 215

Chat, Yellow-breasted, 49, 105, 216, 217, 218, 219

Chickadee,
Black-capped, 30, 37, 39, 4t, 95, 116-117, 150, 164, 213
Boreal, 30, 95, 150, 197, 213

Condor, California, 54

Coot, American, 24, 88, 147, 206

Cormorant,
Double-crested, 20, 38, 83, 143, 176, 177, 178, 202
Neotropic, 176-178

Cowbird, Brown-headed, 34, 37, 41, 101, 137, 153, 197, 220

Crane,
Sandhill, 26, 48, 49, 88, 107, 108, 110, 139, 159-160, 206

236

Whooping, 139, 159
Creeper, Brown, 30, 39, 42, 65-67, 95, 132, 150, 201, 213
Crossbill, 49, 105, 142
Red, 34, 48, 101, 154
White-winged, 34, 48, 101, 154, 197, 198, 221
Crow, American, 30, 38, 42, 55, 95, 150, 213, 234
Cuckoo,
Black-billed, 27, 37, 41, 91, 209
Yellow-billed, 27, 38, 39, 91, 209
Curlew, Long-billed, 61-63, 88, 107, 138
Dickcissel, 33, 99, 219
Dipper, American, 17, 140
Dodge, Cheryl and Don Wanschura, Common Raven nest in
Pine County, 176
Dove,
Mourning, 27, 37, 42, 91, 109, 148, 164, 209
Rock, 27, 42, 91, 148, 209
Dowitcher, 55, 63
Long-biiled, 27, 61, 89, 208, 234
Short-billed, 27, 89, 173, 208
Duck, 48, 49, 55, 175
American Black, 22, 48, B4, 143, 203
Harlequin, 19, 22, 85, 103, 105, 106, 112, 142, 144, 196
Ring-necked, 22, 85, 139, 144, 203
Ruddy, 20, 22, 86, 144, 204
Wood, 22, 38, 84, 143, 198, 203
Dunlin, 26, 56, 89, 208
Eagle,
Bald, 11, 20, 23, 70, 86, 107, 108, 140, 142, 144, 166, 196,
204, 234, 235
Golden, 87, 103, 142, 145, 205, 234-235
Eckert, Kim R., proceedings of the Minnesota Ornithological
Records Committee, 15-18; book review, 54-55; Great
Black-backed and Iceland Gulls at Knife River, 119-120;
another concentration of Ross’ Geese, 121-122; proceedings
of the Minnesota Ornithological Records Committee, 138-
140; a record invasion of northern owls fall-winter 1991-
1992, 189-195; another Clark's Grebe seen in western
Minnesota, 233
Eckfeldt, John, 92 species counted in St. Louis County on non-
motorized big day, 175-176
Egret,
Cattle, 21, 84, 104, 105, 200, 202
Great, 21, 38, 42, 48, 84,112, 166, 202
Snowy, 21, 48, 68, 84, 104, 106, 202
Eider, 55
Ekhof, Dave, Minnesota’s second Fork-tailed Flycatcher, 118
Erickson, Laura, Henslow's Sparrow identified in Duluth, 121
Falcon, 69, 70, 199
Peregrine, 23, 48, 69, 70, 87, 140, 146, 201, 205, 234
Prairie, 19, 23, 64, 69, 70, 87, 104, 146, 196, 205
Fall, Bruce, a second Ivory Gull in St. Paul, ¢-5; notes on the
adult Great Black-backed Gull in the Twin Cities, December
1991, 12-15; aduit Iceland Gull at Biack Dog Lake, 57-59;
albino Red-tailed Hawk in Winona County, 61
Fieldfare, 16, 59, 83, 96, 105, 106, 140
Finch, 49, 55, 142
Cassin's, 17
House, 17, 34, 35, 79-81, 101, 105, 106, 142, 154, 164,
221, 224
Purple, 17, 34, 39, 101, 112, 137, 154, 164, 221
Flicker, Northern, 28, 29, 37, 41, 93, 149, 212
Flycatcher, 55, 134, 170
Acadian, 29, 42, 49, 93, 104, 164, 212
Alder, 29, 48, 49, 51, 93, 212
Fork-tailed, 16, front cover No. 2, 83, 94, 104, 106, 118-
119, 139, 201, 212
Great Crested, 20, 29, 38, 41, 94, 109, 132, 212
Least, 29,38, 41, 94, 109, 132, 135, 212
Olive-sided, 29, 39, 93, 132, 179, 212
Scissor-tailed, 16, 19, 29, 82, 94, 104, 105, 106
“Traill's”, 132
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Vermilion, 16, 57, 58, 83, 94, 105, 106
Willow, 29, 37, 94, 212
Yeliow-bellied, 29, 42, 93, 109, 132, 135, 212
Gadwall, 22, 84, 143, 203
Glassel, Raymond, Red Phalarope in Dodge County, 67-68;
California Gulls at Breckenridge, 125; Lesser Black-backed
Gull in Washington County, 127; Red-throated Loon at Rice
Lake State Park, 165
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray, 30, 38, 41, 55, 96, 132, 214
Godwit,
Hudsonian, 26, 88, 207
Marbled, 26, 88, 108, 109, 110, 207
Goldeneye, 55
Common, 22. 69, 86, 122, 142, 144, 204, 232
Goldfinch, American, 34, 37, 41, 101, 142, 155, 221
Goose, 122, 236
Canada, 7, 22, 38, 42, 84, 122, 143, 203, 235
Greater White-fronted, 48, 84, 122, 200, 203
Ross’, 15, 16, 48, 50, 55, 82, 84, 105, 106, 121-122, 138,
200, 203
Snow, 22, 39, 84, 122, 139, 142, 143, 199, 203, 236
Goshawk, Northern, 23, 48, 87, 140, 145, 204
Grackle, Common, 20, 34, 38, 42, 100, 141, 153, 176, 197,
198, 220
Grebe, 19
Clark's, 16, 19, 20, 55, 83, 104, 106, 163, 174, 201, 202,
233
Eared, 20, 48, 49, 75, 83, 202
Horned, 20, 75-78, 83, 108, 109, 143, 202
Pied-billed, 20, 83, 143, 202
Red-necked, 20, 75, 83, 143, 202
Western, 19, 20, 48, 49, 83, 163, 165, 174, 202, 233
Grosbeak,
Black-headed, 55, 219, 231-232
Blue, 33, 99, 104, 219
Evening, 34, 101, 142, 155, 164, 196, 221
Pine, 101, 142, 154, 161, 196, 221
Rose-breasted, 33, 37, 41, 55, 99, 109, 133, 141, 152, 219
Grouse,
Ruffed, 24, 38, 41, 87, 114, 147, 159, 206
Sharp-tailed, 24, 37, 88, 139, 147, 206
Spruce, 24, 25, 87, 104, 114, 147, 197, 206
Gull, 3, 5, 13, 55, 57, 64, 69, 70, 127, 142, 176, 178, 179, 201
Bonaparte's, 27, 90, 123, 156, 208, 233
California, 49, 50, 55, 125, 138, 208
Franklin's, 27, 48, 89, 179, 233
Glaucous, 49, 57, 59, 60, 64, 69-70, 90, 105, 120, 147, 209
Great Black-backed, 3, 4, 12-15, 16, 17, 64, 65, 90, 104,
105, 106, 119-120, 122, 138, 142, 147, 148, 196, 209
Herring, 3, 4, 13, 14, 27, 49, 57, 59, 60, 64, 90, 119, 120,
123, 124, 125, 127, 142, 147, 209
Iceland, 17, 57, 59-61, 82, 90, 106, 119-120, 123-124, 138,
142, 148, 196, 209
Ivory, front cover No. 1, 3-5, 105, 106, 122, 141, 142, 148,
157
Laughing, 178-179
Lesser Black-backed, 14, 16, 17, 55, 59,82, 90, 105, 106,
120, 127, 138, 209, 232
Little, 104, 112, 156, 158, 232-233
Ring-billed, 3, 27, 90, 123, 124, 125, 147, 178, 179, 208,
232, 235
Ross’, 139, 156-158, 201, 209
Sabine's, 83
Slaty-backed, 14
Thayer's, 55, 57, 59, 60, 61, 90, 105, 120, 123, 124, 127,
142,147, 209
Western, 14, 15
Yellow-footed, 14
Gunderson, Martin and Eilen, Ellen Lease and Pat Moriarity,
nesting American Avocets in Big Stone County, 125-126
Gyrfalcon, 68, 87, 103, 104, 105, 106, 139, 140, 142, 146, 189,
195, 196, 201, 205
Harrier, Northern, 23, 38, 87, 144, 204, 234
Hawk, 144, 199
Broad-winged, 20, 23, 87, 104, 140, 204
Common Black, 54
Cooper’s, 23, 38, 48, 87, 145, 164, 197, 204
Ferruginous, 16, 19, 23, 104, 105, 106, 205
Red-shouldered, 23, 42, 87, 145, 204, 234
Red-tailed, 20, 23, 37, 42, 61, 87, 145, 204, 234
Rough-legged, 19,23, 39, 87, 112, 140, 142, 145, 205
Sharp-shinned, 23, 39, 87, 144, 145, 204, 234
Short-tailed, 54
Swainson’s, 23, 87, 139, 179, 204, 234
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White-tailed, 54
Zone-tailed, 54
Heidel, Kathy and Sue Buettgren, a Green-tailed Towhee visits
Lowry Nature Center, 156
Heron, 48, 55, 68, 201
Black-crowned Night-, 21, 84, 112, 202
Great Blue, 5, 21, 38, 42, 84, 143, 171, 176, 196, 202
Green-backed, 21, 84, 202
Little Blue, 21, 48, 68, 84, 104, 202
Tricolored, 139, 171-172, 202
Yellow-crowned Night-, 21, 104, 202
Hertzel, Anthony, Ivory Gull, 3; book review, 159-160; Lewis’
Woodpecker in Grand Marais, 160-161; one hundred species
in January, 196-199; the 1992 M.0.U. 300 Club and 1992
200 County Club, 226-230
Hessen, Joel and Edwin Lins, Prairie Falcon in Minneapolis, 69
Hoffman, Ken and Molly, Purple Sandpiper in Grand Marais,
56-57
Holtz, Robert E., Prairie Falcon at Black Dog Lake, 70
Howitz, James, book review, 116-117
Hummingbird, 55, 184, 188
Anna’s, 16, 83, 93, 105, 106, 141, 149, 186
Bilack-chinned, 186
Broad-tailed, 186, 187
Calliope, 159
Magnificent, 186
Ruby-throated, 17, 28, 38, 42, 93, 132, 183-188, 211, 236
Rufous, 17, 186, 235
Ibis, 5, 19, 21, 55, 201
Glossy, 5-10, 16, 104, 106
White-faced, 5, 7, 8, 9, 16, 104, 105, 106
Jaeger, 55
Parasitic, 89, 104
Janssen, Robert B., a Glossy Ibis in Minnesota, 5-10; the House
Finch in Minnesota, 79-81; Great Gray Owl in Kandiyohi
County, 126-127; Clark’s Grebe in Kandiyohi County, 163
Jay,
Blue, 30, 37, 41, 95, 150, 164, 213
Gray, 30, 95, 150, 176, 213
Johnson, Oscar L., atypical food capture by Bald Eagle, 166
Johnson, Oscar, Steve Carlson, Kim Risen and Dick Ruhme,
the tall season (1 August to 30 November 1991), 82-102;
the spring season (1 March to 31 May 1992), 200-221
Joselyn, Blair, scientific collecting letter to the editor from the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR}, 113-115
Junco, Dark-eyed, 34, 39, 42, 142, 152, 164, 220
Kent, Thomas, a county big year, 47-50
Kestrel, American, 20, 23, 38, 87, 146, 205, 234
Killdeer, 20, 26, 38, 42, 88, 125, 142, 147, 167, 206
Kingbird, 55
Eastern, 29, 37, 94, 212
Western, 29, 94, 212
Kingfisher, Belted, 28, 42, 93, 149, 211
Kinglet, 201
Golden-crowned, 30, 42, 95, 109, 132, 150, 197, 214
Ruby-crowned, 30, 39, 42, 96, 132, 141, 151, 164, 214
Kite, Mississippi, 16, 48, 49, 50, 83, 86, 104, 106, 234
Kittiwake, Black-legged, 16, 90, 103, 105, 106, 123, 124, 138
Knot, Red, 105, 201, 207
Krych, Scott, Long-billed Curlew in McLeod County, 61-63;
Minnesota’s third record of Black-necked Stilt, 166-167
Kyllingstad, Henry C., Little Blue Herons in Lyon County, 68;
Prairie Falcon in Renville County, 69; Snowy Owl in Yellow
Medicine County, 172; Laughing Gul} in Pipestone County,
178-179
Lambeth, David and Peder Svingen, Brown Creeper nest at
Crookston, 65-67
Lark, Horned, 29, 38, 39, 94, 150, 213, 231
Larson, Diane Bond, summer record for Orange-crowned
Warbler, 163-164
Lease, Ellen, Martin and Ellen Gunderson, and Pat Moriarty,
nesting American Avocets in Big Stone County, 125-126
Lee, Michael D., Mark A. Carroll and Raymond P. Marinan,
notes on wintering Northern Shrikes in central Minnesota,
43-47
Lins, Edwin and Joel Hessen, Prairie Falcon in Minneapolis, 69
Longley, William H., birds of the Lost Valley Prairie Scientific
and Natural Area, Washington County, Minnesota part (I
1991, 36-39; birds of the Falls Creek Scientific and Natural
Area, Washington County, Minnesota, 1991, 40-43; Pine
Siskin travels 1300 miles, 63
Longspur, 55
Chestnut-collared, 34, 100, 108, 139, 220
Lapland, 42, 100, 142, 152, 196, 220
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Smith’s, 48, 100, 104
Loon, 55, 150
Common, 17, 20, 49, 63, 64, 83, 141, 165, 202
Pacific, 16, 17, 63-64, 82, 83, 105, 106, 140, 150
Red-throated, 16, 19, 20, 49, 50, 63, 83, 105, 106, 138,
140, 150, 165, 201, 202
Magpie, Black-bilied, 30, 150, 197, 213
Mahile, Don and Wynn, robin migration, 233-234
Mallard, 22, 38, 42, 70, 84, 143, 197, 203
Marinan, Raymond P., Mark A. Carroll and Michael D. Lee,
notes on wintering Northern Shrikes in central Minnesota,
43-47
Martin, Purple, 29, 36, 95, 213
Mathisen, Mrs. John, Black-headed Grosbeak at Bemidji, 231-
232
McKenzie, Ann, Mississippi Kite in Wabasha County, 234
Meadowlark, 121, 153
Eastern, 34, 38, 39, 100, 121, 153, 220
Western, 34, 38, 39, 100, 108, 220
Merganser, 11, 12, 49
Common, 10-12, 22, 86, 141, 144, 204
Hooded, 11, 22, 69, 86, 144, 204, 232
Red-breasted, 11, 20, 22, 86, 144
Merlin, 23, 70, 87, 146, 205, 234
Millard, Steve, high numbers of Prairie Falcons in western
Minnesota, 64; Glaucous Gull in Douglas County, 69-70
Mockingbird, Northern, 31, 48, 96, 104, 106, 112, 201, 215
Moorhen, Common, 24, 88, 206
Moriarty, Pat, Martin and Ellen Gunderson and Ellen Lease,
nesting American Avocets in Big Stone County, 125-126
Moyer, Brett, Hooded Warbler at Carleton College Arboretum in
Dakota County, 124
Nelson, Warren, a winter meadowlark in Aitkin County, 121;
there is some justice, 164
Neubeck, Peter, King Rail record, 170; Ruff in Carver County,
173-174
Nighthawk, Common, 28, 93, 176, 211
Nuthatch, 176
Red-breasted, 30, 48, 95, 132, 142, 150, 213
White-breasted, 30, 37, 41, 95, 109, 150, 213
Oldsquaw, 85, 105, 122-123, 144, 196, 204
Oriole, 55
Northern, 34, 37, 41, 101, 137, 221
Orchard, 20, 34, 38, 101, 112, 220
Osprey, 23, 48, 86, 108, 140, 204
Otnes, Mark, Black-legged Kittiwake at Duluth, 123
Ovenbird, 32, 38, 41, 99, 133, 217
Owl, 48, 196, 199
Barn, 19, 27, 104, 106, 138
Barred, 27, 92, 142, 149, 195, 199, 209
Boreal, 28, 92, 104, 142, 149, 189, 195, 211
Burrowing, 27, 92, 104, 107, 108, 209
Eastern Screech, 27, 91, 148, 209
Great Gray, 27, 82, 92, 103, 105, 112, 126-127, 142, 149,
189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 195, 211
Great Horned, 27, 38, 41, 91, 148, 209
Long-eared, 28, 92, 105, 149, 197, 199, 201, 211
Northern Hawk, 82, 92, 105, 142, 149, 189, 191, 192, 193,
194, 196, 209, 210
Northern Saw-whet, 28, 93, 149, 197, 211
Short-eared, 28, 92, 108, 109, 110, 149, 201, 211
Snowy, 61, 91, 92, 105, 142, 148, 172, 189, 193, 194, 195,
196, 209
Pals, Johanna, a Hooded Warbler in Rock River Park, Pipestone
County, 169
Partridge, Gray, 23, 48, 87, 146, 205
Paruta, Northern, 32, 98, 133, 216
Pelican, American White, 20, 48, 83, 108, 109, 143, 202
Pewee,
Eastern Wood-, 29, 38, 41, 55, 93, 109, 132, 179, 212
Western Wood-, 179
Phalarope,
Red, 16, 67-68, 82, 89, 105, 106
Red-necked, 27, 48, 67, 89, 208
Wilson's, 18, 27, 89, 108, 109, 110, 173, 208
Pheasant, Common, 23, 37, 42, 87, 147, 206
Phoebe,
Eastern, 29, 38, 41, 94, 132, 212
Say’'s, 16, 104, 106, 179
Pintail, Northern, 22, 84, 143, 199, 203
Pipit,
American, 48, 96, 215
Sprague’s, 16, 19, 31, 104, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 231
Plover, 63
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Black-bellied, 26, 88, 175, 206
Lesser Golden-, 26, 48, 61, 88, 206
Piping, 20, 108, 201, 206
Semipalmated, 26, 88, 173, 206
Prairie-Chicken, Greater, 24, 37, 87, 108, 147, 196, 199, 206
Rail, 55, 176
Ciapper, 55
King, 16, 64-65, 88, 106, front cover No. 3, 139, 162-163,
170
Virginia, 24, 48, 88, 170, 206
Yellow, 24, 104, 108, 109, 110, 111, 206
Raven, Common, 30, 55, 95, 112, 150, 176, 213
Redhead, 22, 85, 144, 203
Redpoll, 55, 142
Common, 49, 101, 154, 164, 221
Hoary, 101, 105, 142, 154, 197, 221
Redstant, American, 32, 38, 41, 99, 133, 217
Risen, Kim, unusual feeding behavior observed for King Rail,
162-163; first documented record of Prothonotary Warbler
in Sherburne County, 170
Risen, Kim, Steve Carlson, Oscar Johnson and Dick Ruhme,
the fali season (1 August to 30 November 1991), 82-102;
book review, 117-118; the spring season (1 March to 31
May 1992), 200-221
Robbins, Samuel D., book review, 117
Robin, American, 20, 31, 37, 39, 41, 46, 96, 132, 142, 151,
164, 199, 215, 233-234
Ruff, 16, 19, 26, 138, 139, 167-169, 173-174, 201, 208, 224
Ruhme, Richard, Great Black-backed Guil at Grand Marais, 64
Ruhme, Dick, Steve Carlson, Oscar Johnson and Kim Risen,
the fall season (1 August to 30 November 1991), 82-102;
the spring season (1 March to 31 May 1992), 200-221
Russell, Robert P., late fall Common Merganser concentrations
on the Mississippi River, 10-12
Rysgaard, George N., obituary Isabelle Elwell, 71
Sanderling, 26, 48, 89, 207
Sandpiper, 56
Baird’s, 26, 89, 208
Buff-breasted, 26, 48, 89
Least, 26, 89, 207
Pectoral, 26, 49, 89, 169, 173, 174, 208
Purple, 17, 56-57, 83, 89, 105, 106
Semipalmated, 26, 89, 207
Sharp-tailed, 49, 50
Solitary, 26, 88, 207
Spotied, 26, 88, 207
Stilt, 26, 89, 208, 234
Upland, 26, 88, 108, 109, 110, 207
Western, 16, 49, 55, 105
White-rumped, 26, 89, 208
Sapsucker, 55
Williamson's, 138
Yellow-bellied, 39, 41, 93, 138, 149, 212
Savaloja, Terry, Minnesota’'s second Vermilion Flycatcher, 57
Scaup, 49, 55, 123, 139
Greater, 22, 48, 85, 204
Lesser, 20, 22, 69, 85, 144
Schumacher, Carol, probable Minnesota White-eyed Vireo
nesting record Houston County, 1991, 50-52
Scoter, 55, 105
Black, 85
Surf, 22, 85, 204
White-winged, 49, 85, 104, 196, 204
Shoveler, Northern, 20, 22, 84, 141, 203
Shrike, 55
Loggerhead, 31, 48, 97, 108, 215
Northern, 43-47, 48,96, 142, 151, 195, 196, 215
Siskin, Pine, 34, 42, 63, 101, 137, 142, 154, 221
Smith, Drew, Ivory Guil in South St. Paul, 3
Snipe, Common, 27, 89, 115, 147, 197, 199, 208
Solitaire, Townsend's, 96, 104, 105, 151, 214
Sora, 24, 88, 206
Sparrow, 55, 156
American Tree, 39, 42, 44, 99, 142, 152, 164, 219
Baird's, 16, 19, 33, 104, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110
Black-throated, front cover No. 4
Botteri’s, 55
Cassin's, 55
Chipping, 33, 38, 41, 48, 99, 133, 140, 141, 152, 219
Clay-colored, 33, 37, 39, 48, 99, 108, 219
Eurasian Tree, 19
Field, 20, 33, 37, 39, 41, 99, 137, 174, 175, 219
Fox, 39, 42, 100, 152, 197, 220
Grasshopper, 33, 39, 100, 108, 219
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Harris', 48, 100, 152, 220
Henslow's, 33, 104, 121,201, 219
House, 35, 42, 43, 101, 155, 176, 196, 221
Lark, 33, 99, 219
LeConte’s, 33, 48, 100, 109, 219
Lincoln’s, 20, 33, 39, 100, 137, 220
Savannah, 33, 38, 39, 100, 108, 109, 121, 219
Sharp-tailed, 20, 33, 48, 104, 108, 109, 219
Song, 20, 33, 37, 39, 41, 100, 137, 152, 220
Swamp, 34, 38, 42, 100, 109, 137, 220
Vesper, 33, 37, 41, 99, 219, 231
White-crowned, 100, 152, 220
White-throated, 34, 39, 42, 100, 109, 112, 137, 141, 152,
156, 220
Starling, European, 31, 37, 97, 151, 164, 196, 205, 215
Steva, Shelley, Ruffs in Polk County, 167-169
Stilt, Black-necked, 18, 166-167
Strnad, Forest, Rufous Hummingbird in Rice County, 235
Stucker, Steven P., 1991 bird surveys in Kittson and Roseau
Counties, 107-113; Minnesota’s second Ross’ Gull, 156-
158
Svingen, Peder, first-winter iceland Gull in Grand Marais, 59-
61; Gyrfalcon observation in Norman County, 68; Sprague’s
Pipit in Clay County, 231; a fall record of Little Gull in Polk
County, 232-233
Svingen, Peder and David Lambeth, Brown Creeper nest at
Crookston, 65-67
Swallow, 20
Bank, 30, 95, 213
Barn, 30, 38, 42, 95, 213
Cliff, 30, 38, 95, 213
Northern Rough-winged, 30, 38, 95, 213
Tree, 29, 38, 42, 95, 109, 175, 213
Swan, 16, 55
Mute, 22, 138
Trumpeter, 15, 16, 21, 84, 103, 106, 143, 203
Tundra, 12, 20, 48, 84, 141, 143, 203
Swift, Chimney, 28, 82, 93, 211
Tanager, 55
Scartet, 32, 41, 99, 133, 219
Summer, 219
Western, 16, 104, 106, 219
Teal, 55
Biue-winged, 7, 22, 84, 109, 203
Cinnamon, 103, 105, 203
Green-winged, 20, 22, 203
Tern, 55, 176
Black, 27, 91, 109, 209
Caspian, 27, 91, 209, 223
Common, 27, 91, 108, 209
Forster’s, 27, 91, 108, 110, 209
Least, 222-223
Thrasher,
Brown, 31, 37, 39, 42, 96, 151, 215
Curve-billed, 16, 104, 106
Thrush, 55, 170, 201
Gray-cheeked, 96, 132, 214, 215
Hermit, 31, 39, 42, 96, 109, 132, 141, 151, 215
Swainson’s, 31, 96, 132, 134, 2156
Varied, 49, 50, 96, 103, 151, 196
Wood, 31, 41, 96, 112, 132, 215
Titmouse, Tufted, 30, 95, 103, 150, 197, 213
Tordoff, Harrison B., book review, 54
Towhee,
Green-tailed, 139, 156, 157, 201, 219
Rufous-sided, 33, 38, 42, 51, 99, 152, 219
Turkey, Wild, 24, 42, 88, 103, 147, 196, 206
Turnstone, Ruddy, 20, 48, 88, 207
Veery, 31, 39, 96, 132, 215
Vireo, 170
Bell's, 31, 50, 97, 104, 215, 232
Philadelphia, 31, 55, 97, 133, 216
Red-eyed, 31, 41, 97, 109, 133, 216
Solitary, 31, 42, 97, 132, 215
Warbling, 31, 52, 97, 133, 216
White-eyed, 16, 20, 31, 50-52, 97, 104, 106, 215, 232
Yellow-throated, 31, 41, 97, 109, 132, 216
Vulture, Turkey, 20, 23, 38, 42, 54, 86, 204, 234
Wanschura, Don and Cheryl Dodge, Common Raven nest in
Pine County, 176

Warbler, 17, 48, 49, 55, 82, 201
Bay-breasted, 32, 42, 55, 98, 133, 217
Black-and-white, 32, 39, 42, 98, 133, 217
Black-throated Blue, 32, 48, 98, 133, 216
Black-throated Gray, 16, 17, 83, 104, 106
Black-throated Green, 32, 42, 98, 133, 217
Blackburnian, 17, 32, 98, 133, 217
Blackpoll, 39, 55, 98, 133, 217
Blue-winged, 17, 31, 42, 97, 133, 170, 216
Canada, 32, 99, 133, 135, 219
Cape May, 32, 42, 48, 49, 97, 98, 133, 216
Cerulean, 32, 42, 49, 98, 217
Chestnut-sided, 32, 42, 98, 133, 216
Connecticut, 32, 48, 49, 99, 109, 112, 133, 218
Golden-winged, 31, 42, 97, 133, 216
Hooded, 32, 42, 49, 120-121, 124, 169, 201, 218
Kentucky, 105, 139, 218
Magnolia, 32, 39, 42, 98, 133, 216
Mourning, 32, 42, 99, 133, 218
Nashville, 31, 39, 42, 98, 109, 112, 133, 216
QOrange-crowned, 39, 98, 133, 163-164, 216
Palm, 32, 39, 98, 133, 217
Pine, 18, 32, 41, 55, 98, 176, 217
Prairie, 48, 49, 139, 174-175
Prothonotary, 32, 99, 166, 170, 217
Tennessee, 31, 39, 42, 98, 133, 164, 216
Wilson's, 32, 42, 99, 133, 218
Worm-eating, 49, 104, 106, 138, 139, 166, 170-171, 201,
217
Yellow, 32, 98, 133, 216
Yellow-rumped, 32, 39, 42, 98, 109, 133, 174, 217
Yellow-throated, 17, 103, 106
Warner, D. W., K. Winker and A. R. Weisbrod, timing of songbird
migration in the St. Croix River Valley, Minnesota, 1984-
1986, 131-137
Waterthrush, 55
Louisiana, 32, 42, 49, 99, 104, 218
Northern, 32, 42, 49, 99, 104, 218
Waxwing,
Bohemian, 96, 151, 196, 215
Cedar, 31, 38, 42, 96, 132, 142, 151, 215
Weisbrod, A. R., D. W. Warner and K. Winker, timing of songbird
migration in the St. Croix River Valley, Minnesota, 1984-
1986, 131-137
Wenger, Charlotte, a Christmas day Carolina Wren in Anoka
County, 123
Whimbrel, 20, 88, 104, 207, 237
Whip-poor-will, 28, 93, 211
Whitford, Philip C., Tricolored Heron from Winona County, 171-
172
Wiens, Terry, the summer season (1 June to 31 July 1991), 18-
36

Wigeon, American, 22, 84, 143, 203
Willet, 26, 207
Winker, K., D. W. Warner and A. R. Weisbrod, timing of songbird
migration in the St. Croix River Valley, Minnesota, 1984-
1986, 131-137
Woodcock, American, 27, 38, 89, 132, 208
Woodpecker, 161, 176, 199
Black-backed, 29, 93, 112, 149, 176, 212
Downy, 29, 37, 41, 93, 149, 212
Hairy, 29, 41, 93, 149, 212
Lewis’, 160-161, 201, 211
Pileated, 29, 41, 48, 93, 150, 162, 212
Red-bellied, 28, 38, 41, 46, 93, 149, 211
Red-headed, 20, 28, 38, 93, 149, 197, 211
Three-toed, 29, 103, 149
Wren,
Carolina, 103, 106, 123, 138, 150, 198, 213
House, 30, 37, 39, 41, 95, 132, 213
Marsh, 30, 95, 109, 214
Rock, 16, 95, 105
Sedge, 30, 38, 48, 95, 109, 213
Winter, 30, 42, 48, 95, 109, 132, 201, 213
Yellowlegs, 55
Greater, 26, 88, 207
Lesser, 26, 88, 167, 173, 174, 207
Yellowthroat, Common, 20, 32, 37, 42, 99, 108, 109, 133, 171,
218
Zumeta, David C., Prairie Warbler in Rock County, 174-175

Correction: The Green-tailed Towhee pictured in The Loon 64:157 should have been
placed in Carver County rather than Hennepin County.
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PURPOSE OF THE MOU

The Minnesota Omithologists' Union is an
organization of both professionals and
amateurs interested in birds. We
foster the study of birds; we aim to
create and increase public interest
in birds; and to promote the
preservation of birdlife and its natural
habitat.

We carry out these aims: through the
publishing of a magazine, The Loon,
sponsoring and encouraging the
preservation of natural areas; conducting

INNESETA

l RNITHOLOBINTS
Uw)\

field trips; and holding seminars where
research reports, unusual observations
and conservation discussions are
presented. We are supported by
dues from individual members and
affiliated clubs and by special gifts.
The MOU officers wish to point out
to those interested in bird con-
servation that any or all phases of
the MOU program could be expanded
significantly with gifts, memorials or
bequests willed to the organization.

SUGGESTIONS TO AUTHORS

The editors of The Loon invite you to submit articles,
shorter "Notes of Interest," and color or black/white photos.
Photos should be preferably 5x7 in size. Manuscripts
should be typewritten, double-spaced and on one side of
sheet with generous margins. Notes of Interest should be
generally less than two typewritten pages double-spaced.
Whenever possible, include a copy of your manuscript on a
3'/2 inch MS/DOS or Macintosh disk saved in text (ASCIHI)

file format. If reprints are desired, the author should so
specify indicating the number required. A price quctation
on reprints will be sent upon receipt of information.

Club information and other announcements of general
interest should be sent to the Newsletter editor. See inside
front cover. Bird-sighting reports for “The Season* should
be sent promptly at the end of February, May, July and
November to Peder Svingen. See inside front cover.
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